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WEST  BERKSHIRE 

UNITED 

SANITARY  DISTRICTS 


Annual  Beport 

for  the  Year  1925 

BY 

W.  SISAM,  M.D.,  B.Sc.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ABINGDON 

William  H.  Hooke,  Printer,  Market  Place  and  Stert  Street. 

1926. 


Sanitary  Inspectors,  1926. 


Districts. 

Abingdon  Urban  ... 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Walter  H.  Lewis,  Council  Offices,  The  Abbey  House, 
Abingdon.  (Telephone  5.) 

Abingdon  Rural  ... 

W.  W.  Earwaker,  9.  Bath  Street,  Abingdon. 
(Telephone  101.) 

Bradfield  Rural  ... 

T.  Harold  VVindle,  Blossom  End,  Theale. 

(Telephone,  Theale  17.) 

Hungerford  Rural 

\V.  S.  Raine,  Salisbury  Road,  Hungerford. 

(Telephone  29.) 

Newbury  Urban  ... 

N.  S.  Bowes.  Town  Hall,  Newbury. 

(Telephone  201.) 

Newrbury  Rural  ... 

Edwin  G.  Hampshire,  Essex  Street,  Wash  Common, 
Newbury.  (Telephone  253.) 

Wallingford  Urban 

'  V 

A.  G.  Gray,  Benson,  near  Wallingford. 

(Telephone,  Wallingford  103.) 

Wallingford  Rural 

R.  B.  Lay,  Sotwell,  near  Wallingford. 

(Telephone,  Wallingford  111.) 

Wantage  Urban  ... 

G.  Green,  Town  Hall,  Wantage. 

Wantage  Rural  ... 

E.  R.  Westbrook,  West  Challow,  near  Wantage. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

W.  SIS  AM,  Bank  Chambers,  Cross  Street,  Beading. 

(Telephone  047  ) 
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7o  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Constituent 

District  Councils. 


I  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1925,  the  fifteenth  year 
since  the  constitution  of  the  West  Berks  United  Sanitary 
Districts  and  the  thirteenth  complete  year  of  my  tenure 
of  the  post  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

In  framing  the  report,  the  lines  laid  down  in  the 
Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  648,  of  10th  December,  1925, 
as  to  the  contents  and  arrangement  of  the  annual  reports 
of  medical  officers  of  health  for  1925,  have  been  followed 
as  closely  as  practicable ;  consequently  a  survey  of  the 
sanitary  progress  of  the  past  five  years,  as  well  as  more 
detailed  accounts  than  usual  of  sanitary  circumstances 
generally,  have  been  included  in  the  sections  of  the  report 
which  deal  with  each  district  separately. 

Regarding  the  ten  districts  as  a  whole,  the  principal 
vital  statistics  of  1925,  viz. — the  birth-rate,  general  death- 
rate  and  rate  of  infant  mortality,  present  no  striking 
features.  The  death-rate  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases,  however,  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded;  Whooping 
Cough,  which  was  epidemic  in  all  districts  but  one,  being 
the  only  disease  which  produced  a  mortality  above  the 
average,  while  no  death  was  attributed  to  either  Enteric 
Fever,  Scarlet  Fever  or  Measles,  only  one  death  to 
Diphtheria  and  only  four  deaths  (under  2  years  of  age) 
to  Diarrhoeal  diseases. 

Prevalence  of  the  commoner  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  was  well  below  the  average,  that  of  Diphtheria 
being  the  lowest  recorded. 

W.  SISAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Bank  Chambers, 

Cross  Street, 

Reading. 

April ,  1926. 


WEST  BERKSHIRE 

UNITED 

SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 


THE  WEST  BERKSHIRE  UNITED  DISTRICTS 
consist  of  the  Urban  Districts  of  Abingdon,  Newbury, 
Wallingford  and  Wantage,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Abingdon,  Bradfield,  Hungerford,  Newbury,  Wallingford 


and  Wantage. 


Area  and  Population. 

The  following  table  shews  the  area  of  each  district,  with  the 
estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1925. 


District. 

Area  in  Acres 
(Land  and  Inland 
Water.) 

Estimated  population 
middle  of  1925. 

Abingdon  Urban 

728 

7,294 

Newbury  ,, 

1,829 

380 

12.420 

Wallingford  ,, 

2,691 

Wantage  ,, 

2,478 

3,975 

Abingdon  Rural 

42.210 

10,780 

Bradfield  ,, 

52.878 

14,330 

Hungerford  ,, 

44.817 

8,588 

Newbury  ,, 

42,386 

10,660 

Wallingford  ,, 

22.152 

*8,631 

Wantage  ,, 

74,498 

11,960 

Totals 

284,356 

91,329 

*  For  Wallingford  Rural  District  two  estimates  of  population  are  given 
by  the  Registrar-General.  For  calculating  the  birth-rate  a  population  of 
8,631  is  given;  for  the  various  death-rates  a  population  of  8,331.  1  he  former 

is  an  estimate  of  the  total  population;  the  latter  an  estimate  of  the  civil 
population. 
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Births  and  Deaths. 


The  following  table  gives  the  corrected  number  of  Births 
and  Deaths  during  1925,  with  the  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population. 


District. 

Corrected 
No.  of 
Births. 

Birth-rate  per 
1000  of  the 
estimated  popu¬ 
lation  at  the 
middle  of  1925. 

Corrected 
No.  of 
Deaths. 

Death-rate  per 
1000  of  the 
estimated  popu¬ 
lation  at  the 
middle  of  1925. 

Abingdon  Urban 

123 

16*8 

96 

131 

Newbury  ,, 

217 

17-4 

148 

11  -9 

Wallingford  ,, 

40 

14*8 

34 

12-6 

Wantage  ,, 

51 

12*8 

48 

120 

Abingdon  Rural 

188 

17-4 

140 

13-0 

Bradfield  ,, 

237 

16-5 

177 

12-3 

Hungerford  ,, 

151 

17-4 

116 

13-5 

Newbury  ,, 

185 

17*3 

159 

14-9 

Wallingford  ,, 

132 

15  3 

53 

6*3 

Wantage  ,, 

216 

13-0 

137 

11-4 

W.  Berks  United  Districts 

1,540 

16-86 

1,108 

1217 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  in  the  combined  districts 
was  73,  or  4-7  per  cent,  of  the  total  births. 


Both  the  total  number  and  the  percentage  are  the  lowest 
recorded  in  this  combination  of  districts. 

STANDARD  DEATH-RATES.— The  death-rates  given 
in  the  above  table  have  been  corrected  by  the  allocation  to 
the  district  of  usual  residence  of  all  “transferable  deaths”, 
which  are  defined  as  “  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a  fixed 
or  usual  residence  in  England  or  Wales,  die  in  a  district 
other  than  that  in  which  they  reside  ”.  The  majority  of 
“transferable  deaths”  occur  in  institutions,  such  as  hospitals, 
workhouses  and  asylums. 

In  order  to  render  the  death-rates  of  different  districts 
comparable  with  one  another  or  with  the  death-rate  of  the 
whole  country,  a  further  correction  for  inequalities  of  age 
and  sex  distribution  of  the  populations  is  necessary.  For 
this  purpose,  standardizing  factors,  based  upon  the  age  and 
sex  distributions  as  shown  by  the  Census  returns,  have  been 
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supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  each  district  with  a 
population  of  10,000  or  over  at  the  last  Census.  The  standard 
death-rate,  obtained  by  multiplying  the  corrected  death-rate 
by  the  standardizing  factor,  represents  the  death-rate  which 
presumably  would  have  been  experienced  had  the  age  and 
sex  distribution  of  the  population  been  similar  to  that  of 
England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 


The  following  table  gives  the  standard  death-rate  of 
each  of  the  five  districts  with  a  population  of  over  10,000: — 


District. 

Death -rate 
corrected  for 
transferable 
deaths. 

Standardizing 

factor. 

Standard 

Death-rate. 

Newbury  Urban 

1  U9 

•  7  54 

8-9 

Abingdon  Rural 

130 

•810 

10*5 

Brad  fie  Id  ,, 

12-3 

•816 

10-0 

Newbury  ,, 

14-9 

•738 

11-1 

Wantage  ,, 

11-4 

•748 

8  •  5 

In  all  five  districts  the  standard  death-rate  is  considerably 
below  the  corrected  death-rate,  and  this  would  probably  be 
found  to  be  the  case  in  the  remaining  five  districts  also,  if 
standardizing  factors  were  available.  In  the  absence  of 
detailed  statistics,  it  is  impossible  to  state  definitely  in  what 
particulars  the  age  distribution  of  the  population  of  the 
districts  differs  from  that  of  the  whole  country,  but  such 
information  as  is  available  indicates  that  the  chief  points  of 
difference  are  an  excessive  proportion  of  elderly  persons  and 
a  reduced  proportion  of  young  adults — probably  due  to  a 
large  extent  to  migration.  Sex  distribution  of  population  is 
shown  in  the  summarised  returns  of  the  1921  Census;  and 
it  is  found  that  in  the  four  urban  districts  the  excess  of 
females  over  males  is  greater  than  in  England  and  \\  ales 
as  a  whole,  white  in  the  six  rural  districts  the  exct  ss  of 
females  is  less  than  in  the  whole  country — in  fact  two  of  the 
rural  districts  contain  more  males  than  females. 


The  influence  of  sex  distribution  upon  the  death- 
lies  in  the  fact  that  at  most  ages  female  mortalit 
appreciably  less  than  that  ot  males. 


-rate 
v  is 

v 
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Infant  Mortality. 

The  following*  table  gives  the  infant  deaths  and  infant 
mortality  rate  for  each  district  for  1925. 


District. 

No.  of 

Infant  Deaths. 

*  Infant 
Mortality  Rate. 

Abingdon  Urban 

7 

57 

Newburv 

18 

83 

Wallingford  ,, 

4 

100 

Wantage  ,, 

5 

98 

Abingdon  Rural 

6 

32 

Bradfield 

15 

63 

Ilungerford  ,. 

12 

79 

Newburv  ., 

7 

38 

Wallingford 

1 

7 

Wantage  ., 

11 

51 

West  BerksUnited  Districts 

86 

56 

*  The  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  expressed  as  the  annual  number  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  every  1000  of  the  births  registered  in  the  same 
.year  and  is  free  from  errors  due  to  inaccurate  estimation  of  population. 


The  mortality  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  was  109,  and 
that  of  infants  horn  in  wedlock  was  48. 


1  would  again  point  out  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  of 
any  one  district  for  a  single  year  has  very  little  significance, 
as  the  number  of  births  is  so  small  that  one  or  two  infant 
deaths,  more  or  less,  make  a  great  difference  to  the  rate. 


It  is  only  by  averaging  the  rates  of  a  district  for  a  series 
of  years,  or  else  by  combining  the  rates  of  a  number  of 
districts,  that  reliable  figures  can  be  obtained. 

0 

The  folio  wing  table  gives  the  rate  of  infant  mortality 
from  the  principal  causes  (classified  in  seven  groups)  for  the 
three  years  1912 — 14,  the  five  years  1919 — 2o,  and  the 
year  1925. 
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West  Berks  United 

Districts. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Rate  of  Infant  Mortality. 

1912-1914 

1919-1923 

1925 

Tuberculosis 

1-7 

1*2 

0*6 

Other  Infectious  Diseases 

4  5 

2*0 

2-6 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

7-2 

6-6 

9-7 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

3T 

2-6 

1-9 

Premature  Birth  and  ) 

Congenital  Malforma-  > 

20-4 

19*2 

24-6 

tions  \ 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  i 
Marasmus  j 

8-9 

7*5 

7-1 

All  other  causes 

13-6 

9-4 

9-1 

All  causes 

59*4 

48*6 

55*8 

The  figures  for  the  three  years,  1912 — 1914,  and  the  five 
years,  1919 — 1923,  are  inserted  in  the  above  table  as 
standards  for  purposes  of  comparison.  In  each  case  the 
rate  of  infant  mortality  experienced  during  the  three  and 
five  consecutive  years  was  uniformly  low — considerably 
lower  than  in  any  other  corresponding  periods  in  the  records 
of  these  districts. 

The  most  notable  features  of  1925  are  the  high 
mortality  from  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  and  from  premature 
birth  and  congenital  malformations.  All  the  deaths,  four  in 
number,  from  infectious  disease,  other  than  tuberculosis, 
were  due  to  whooping  cough. 

Maternity  and  child  welfare  work  is  carried  out  in  all  the 
districts:  Newbury  Urban  District  has  a  separate  municipal 
scheme  ;  elsewhere  the  work  is  undertaken  either  by  the 
County  Council,  assisted  in  some  cases  by  voluntary  agencies, 
or  else  by  voluntary  agencies  working  independently. 

In  1925,  95*7  per  cent,  of  the  births  registered  as  occurring 
in  the  districts  were  notified  as  required  by  the  Notification 
of  Births  Acts.  In  cases  of  default,  letters  of  enquiry  were 
sent  to  the  parents  from  this  office,  and  in  nearly  every 
instance  ignorance  of  the  requirements  of  the  Acts  w  as 
pleaded  as  the  excuse. 

A  total  of  36  stillbirths  also  were  notified. 
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Birth-rate,  Death-rate  and  Rate  of  Infant 
Mortality  for  the  years  1911-1925. 


West  Berks  United  Districts. 


Year. 

Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate. 

1911 

19-3 

12*7 

79 

1912 

19-7 

12*3 

60 

1913 

19*4 

11*9 

60 

1914 

18*3 

12-2 

57 

1915 

17-3 

14-2 

89 

1916 

171 

13*4 

62 

1917 

13*9 

14-9 

82 

1918 

14-5 

16*9 

72 

1919 

160 

12-9 

54 

1920 

24*1 

10-9 

41 

1921 

18-9 

11*1 

53 

1922 

18*5 

13*2 

50 

1923 

17 -3 

11-0 

45 

1924 

16-4 

11-6 

58 

1925 

16-8 

12*  1 

56 

Deaths  from  the  Principal 
Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  in  1925 
from  the  seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  together  with 
the  annual  averages  for  the  preceding  ten  years  : — 

West  Berks  United  Districts. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Deaths, 
1925. 

Average  annual 
No.  of  Deaths, 
1915—1924. 

Small-pox 

0 

00 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

1*3 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

2*3 

Diphtheria 

1 

10*6 

Measles 

0 

5*2 

Whooping  Cough... 

11 

8-6 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
(under  2  year*  of  age) 

4 

9*1 

16 

37*1 

The  zymotic  death-rate  (017)  for  1925  is  the  lowest  recorded  in  this 
combination  of  districts. 
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Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


During  1025,  57  deaths  were  re 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Phthisis)  and 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 


gistered  as  due  to 
12  deaths  as  due  to 


The  following  table. gives  the 
and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
preceding  years  : — 


death-rate  from  Phthisis 
during  1925  and  the  10 


West  Berks  United  Districts. 


Death-rate 

from 

Phthisis. 

Death-rate  from 
other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis. 

Total  Death-rate 
from  Phthisis 
and  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis. 

1915 

•69 

•19 

•88 

1918 

•81 

•26 

1-07 

1917 

*97 

•18 

1*15 

1918 

1*18 

•26 

1*44 

1919 

•70 

•24 

•94 

1920 

•89 

•22 

1*1  1 

1921 

*58 

•18 

•76 

1922 

•73 

•10 

•83 

1923 

•60 

•16 

•76 

1924 

•55 

•25 

•80 

Average  for 

10  years 
1915—1924 

•76 

•20 

•97 

1925 

•62 

•13 

•76 

1 

Disinfection  of  the  rooms,  clothing  and  bedding  used  by 
persons  who  have  died  of  “open”  Tuberculosis  is  carried 
out  in  all  districts  as  soon  after  death  as  is  practicable,  and 
similar  disinfection  is  carried  out  after  removal  of  patients  to 
Sanatoria. 


Deaths  from  Cancer. 

The  deaths  from  Cancer  and  other  forms  of  malignant 
disease  numbered  144,  giving  a  death-rate  of  1*58,  as  against 
an  average  of  1*48  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 
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The  latter  figure  does  not,  accurately  represent  the 
Cancer  mortality  of  the  ten  years,  as,  during  the  five  years, 
1915  —  HU 9,  all  death-rates  were  calculated  upon  the  civil 
population.  Men  of  military  age  are  little  liable  to  malignant 
disease,  and  the  withdrawal  from  the  population  of  men  on 
military  or  naval  service  would  have  the  effect  of  raising  the 
cancer  death-rate  of  the  remainder. 

The  high  death  rate  of  1925  is  probably,  to  some  extent, 
eomplemental  to  the  low  death-rate  (1‘28)  of  1924. 


Deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases. 

In  1925,  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Influenza,  accounted  for  145  deaths,  as 
compared  with  151  deaths  in  1924,  113  in  1923,  166  in  1922, 
102  in  1921,  107  in  1920,  125  in  1919,  157  in  1918,  163  in  1917, 
150  in  1916,  and  194  in  1915. 


Deaths  from  Influenza. 

Forty-three  deaths  were  attributed  to  Influenza  in  1925. 
«/ 

The  total  was  31  in  1924,  14  in  1923,  45  in  1922,  20  in  1921, 
10  in  1920,  60  in  1919  and  276  in  1918. 


Deaths  from  Violence. 


There  were  7  suicides  and  22  deaths  from  violence  other 
than  suicide  during  the  year.  In  1924  the  corresponding 
figures  were  5  and  25  ;  in  1923,  8  and  34 ;  in  1922,  8  and  38  ; 
in  1921,  7  and  30;  in  1920,  7  and  25;  in  1919,  5  and  32;  in 
1918,  5  and  19. 


Vital  Statistics  for  England  and  Wales,  1925. 


o 

•+5> 

bn 


O 

d 

rH 

O 

•  1— 

•+J 


eg 

r-* 

>0 

CO 

P^ 

CM 

0 

•  r— « 

O 

05 

-4— >  • 

CO  M 

Ph 

"43  r 

»o 

ci 

d  ? 

CM 

D 

05 

d  i- 

D 

D 

H 

—  0) 

*  r— »  i 

>  H 

d  2 

*  H 

O  C'- 

a 


P-  O 
-P 

<D  -+5> 


00  d 
CD 

>  cc 

►  H  3 

bJD  > 
— T  O 

d  pH 
J— < 

<D  -+-> 
d  d 
CD  D 


O 

-*n 

d 


_o 

d 

o 


GO 

o 

•  rH 

rH 

-(-) 

CO 


D 


0 


o  0 


a 

-  o 

~M  , _ , 

co 

'Sc  2 

CD 

«  ^ 
<d  3 

^  o 

<  *  -1 
42  uJ 


CO 

y* 

Jh 

CD 

CG 

4-5 

CO 

<D 


<D 


"C 

iD 

P 

CO 

CO 


CO 

D 

d 


CO 

D 


2  § 

d  ^ 

.  a 

bn  d 


c 


bn  g 
<n  . 

tmlS 

.2  » 


be 

a 


'o 

>> 


o 

co 

r“-* 

c3 

Ph 


d 

C 

< 

“3 

a 

d 

•s 

o 

4-» 

d 

u 

II 

JS 

+■> 

d 

<U 

Q 


d 

j- 

n 

JC 

+-» 

u 

£ 


43 

H 


«  to 
►C  ^3 
—  V. 

v.  5 

S1 

•  5. 
yj  to 


C 

'  M 

3 


^  s 
^  **■. 
05  ^ 

o*  ^ 

r£  V 

"3  •« 

3  o 
«  ■*■> 

S  ,S 
**—  - 
o  *■ 

^  V) 
~53  V 

<u  "3 
•*-  3 

3  ‘ 


•2  ^ 

d 

^  *»N- 

■w  • 

■*■» 

05 

^ 

0 

S2  G. 
O 

-N- 

•g  - 

’■c 

ki_ 1 

0 

O 

O 

ft. 

■w 

CO 

IP4 

CO 

©* 

>> 

5S^ 

«• 

A, 

"3  *h 

V 


,3  O'  Oi 

»  vjd 
o  o~  -t£ 
■**> 

3  ~w  -~ 

-  S  5 
£  ~  c 
S«  «  e 
"C  o 
$j  —  *3 

3  ■£  s 
JS 

£  |  5 
s  -~  3-. 

•*-j  ^ 


to 


•>  ~C 

<D  e 


s 

o 


K! 

3 


s 

Jl  >  ^ 

^  rs 

^  5 

,0  c 
V  e  ^ 

2  tJ  "I 

•K»  V  ° 

Q  ^  ^ 
L  3  2 

k>  3"° 


Tc 

□ 

0  P^ 
P-i  tr 

CO  3 

r-c 

a 

bn  e 

•  ^ 

w 

2  ^ 

4 

sc 

«c  v 

^5 

v-  *0 

£ 

0  g 

0  op 

◄ 

H 

3 

C^5  V 

0 

D 

*3 

CM 

43  CD 

C  to 
c  <•*» 

05 

r  _j 

,  v  «s 
05 

-  X 

<C  0 

#r*  0 

u 

(V 

<0 

0 

eS 

—H 

4 

V-/ 

D 

Pu. 

d 

O 

o 

o 


or 


7 i 
»y* 


.2 

’■»-> 

~£ 

& 

o 

P 

o 

o 

o 


u 

o 

Cm 

a> 

+-> 

si 

(h 


rt 

o> 


c 

< 


Total 

Deaths 

(under 

One 

Year). 

»o 

t- 

05  '<♦<  l>. 

N  N  CO 

CO 

O 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Enteritis 

(under 

2  Years). 

oo 

10-8 

7  6 

10-6 

O 

•0OU01OIA 

0-47 

0-43 

0-38 

0-46 

._ 

0  31 

•^zuenguj 

01 

CO 

0 

0-30 

0*31 

0  23 

O 

»— H 

O 

b 

•BiiaiflUdiQ 

t'- 

p 

b 

009 

006 

0,1 

'H^noo 

1  -3uidooq^Y 

IO 

O 

00  '*1  05 

boo 

<M 

b 

•ja.vaj 

^H«3S 

0-03 

eo  01  n 
opo 

boo 

0 

p 

b 

•sd[8Bap{ 

CO 

b 

0-17 

0T5 

0*08 

'  1 

0 

p 

b 

•xod-|ptius 

0 

0 

b 

000 

000 

boo 

0 

p 

b 

M0A0J 

ouo^ug 

100 

r-H 

opo 

boo 

0 

p 

b 

All 

Causes. 

p 

01 

01  p 

ri  >— '  i— ' 

1— 1  rH  ’ — 

12*1 

o  -> 
+-> 

s 

t-  o 


(1 


aj  r 

ro  & 


cLl 

c  *-* 


CO 

00 


00 

00 


*0 

00 


p 

00 


00 

«5 


ft 

o 


si 

o 


si 

'B 

o 


T3 

o 

■*-* 

m 

3 


o  .2, 

9  < 

ej  *  v— < 

• 

2  0  o 

- -  _  ^ - V 


CO 

t 

be  = 

3  0  t«  <rrj 

cc 

C2  c 

i-  C 

0  c  5 
rc  .  ?  0 

I 

£ 

0 

J 

0 

>.  be  i- 

8 

•c 

■g  c 

3  “5  a 

0 

CM 

0  3  3 

O-Sx 

GC 

C 

0 

T5 

u 

10  2n 

c 

c 

0  >0 

rH 

►— 1 

M 

-*^ 

o 


t: 

o 


m 

k. 

0) 

P 


Q 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS, 


13 


Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Tlie  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified  in  each  district  during  1925  : — 


District. 

Disease. 

Abingdon  Urban. 

Newbury  Urban. 

Wallingford  Urban. 

Wantage  Urban. 

Abingdon  Rural. 

I 

Bradfield  Rural. 

Hungerford  Rural. 

Newbury  Rural. 

Wallingford  Rural. 

Wantage  Rural. 

Total :  West  Berks 

United  Districts. 

Diphtheria 

4 

4 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

7 

4 

2 

27 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

36 

1 

•  •  • 

15 

21 

18 

33 

14 

31 

174 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

4 

••• 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

5 

4 

3 

] 

4 

24 

Paratyphoid)... 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

4 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

1 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Acute  Encephalitis 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

••• 

1 

1 

... 

1 

3 

1 

7 

Lethargica... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

l 

3 

Malaria 

•  •  • 

... 

■  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Dysentery 

Acute  Primary 

•  •  • 

••• 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Pneumonia... 
Acute  Influenzal 

••• 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

8 

... 

5 

1 

8 

23 

Pneumonia... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of 

9 

9 

4 

5 

10 

11 

12 

12 

15 

11 

98 

Tuberculosis... 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

1 

6 

1 

... 

4 

3 

5 

26 
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DIPHTHERIA  AND  SCARLET  FEVER.— Diphtheria, 
A\ith  27  cases  and  1  death,  was  much  less  prevalent  and  loss 
fatal  than  in  any  previous  year  since  the  formation  of  the 
Vest  Berks  United  Districts  in  1911.  The  incidence  of 
Scarlet  h  ever,  though  below  the  average,  was  greater  than 
in  1924.  No  death  was  attributed  to  this  disease,  which  on 
the  whole  was  of  an  extremely  mild  type,  though,  here  and 
there,  cases  of  a  more  severe  character  occurred. 

The  distribution  of  each  disease  throughout  the  ten 
districts,  during  the  52  weeks  ended  2nd  January,  1926,  is 
shown  in  the  following  table.  This  period  is  taken  instead 
of  the  calendar  year  in  order  to  render  the  fi&uires  for  the 
West  Berks  United  Districts  comparable  with  those  for 
England  and  Wales — the  latter  being  available  for  this 
period  only. 


INCIDENCE  OF  DIPHTHERIA  AND  SCARLET  FEVER  DURING 
THE  52  WEEKS  ENDED  2nd  JANUARY,  1926. 


District. 

Number  of  notified  cases  per  1000 
of  the  population. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Abingdon  Urban 

0-55 

0-68 

Newbury  ,, 

0  32 

2-90 

Wallingford  ,, 

1-11 

0-37 

Wantage  , 

0  00 

0  00 

Abingdon  Rural 

0*28 

1-48 

Bradfield  ,, 

0  00 

1-39 

Hungerford  ,, 

0-00 

209 

Newburv  ,, 

065 

3-19 

Wallingford  ,, 

0*48 

1*80 

Wantage  ,, 

0-10 

2 ‘59 

West  Berks  United  Districts 

029 

1-93 

England  and  Wales 

1-23 

2*36 

WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS; 
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ENTERIC  FEVER  (INCLUDING  PARATYPHOID).— 
The  single  notified  case  was  an  example  of  infection  by 
B.  Typhosus.  This  group  of  diseases  has  shown  a  consider¬ 
able  decline  since  the  war.  During  the  7  years,  1919 — 1925, 
the  average  annual  number  of  cases  was  3,  the  largest 
number  in  any  one  year  being  6  ;  whereas  in  the  8  years, 
1911 — 1918,  the  annual  average  of  cases  was  13,  while  the 
smallest  number  in  any  one  year  was  8.  A  somewhat  similar 
decline  has  been  experienced  in  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole,  and  has  been  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  most 
epidemiologists,  who  anticipated  an  increase  in  this  class  of 
disease  as  a  consequence  of  the  war.  As  pointed  out  in  a 
former  report,  the  great  care  taken  by  the  medical  services 
of  the  army  and  navy  to  detect  carriers  of  infection  amongst 
convalescents,  to  keep  temporary  carriers  in  isolation  until 
free  from  infection  and  to  notify  local  medical  officers  of 
health  of  permanent  carriers  discharged  from  the  services, 
was  no  doubt  the  chief  reason  why  the  anticipated  increase 
did  not  take  place.  The  protection  of  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  adult  male  population  by  antityphoid 
inoculation  in  the  services  may  in  part  account  for  the 
decline. 

There  are  at  present  in  these  districts  only  two  known 
carriers  of  Enteric.  Both  are  females  and  both  have  been 
under  observation  for  many  years.  They  have  been  suitably 
advised  and  are  kept  supplied  with  disinfectants ;  and  no 
case  which  could  be  attributed  to  infection  from  either  of 
them  has  arisen  since  1917. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  OTHER  DISEASES  AND 
ACCIDENTS  OF  PREGNANCY  AND  PARTURITION.— 
All  four  of  the  women  notified  as  suffering  from  Puerperal 
Fe  ver  were  attended  at  tlieir  confinements  by  certified 
midwives  only,  and  all  eventually  recovered  from  the  disease. 

A  fatal  case  of  Septicaemia  following  a  miscarriage  in  au  * 
unmarried  woman  was  not  notified  as  Puerperal  Fever. 
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Nine  deaths  were  attributed  to  other  diseases  and 
accidents  of  pregnancy  and  parturition,  which,  together 
with  the  death  from  septicsemia,  give  a  total  maternal 
mortality  of  6*49  deaths  per  1,000  live  births — an  unusually 
high  figure.  The  average  maternal  mortality  of  England 
and  Wales  is  about  4  deaths  per  1,000  live  births.  The  nine 
deaths  were  attributed  to  Eclampsia  (4),  Placenta  Praevia  (2), 
Heart  Failure  (2)  and  Ectopic  Gestation  (1). 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS  (“Infantile  Paralysis”). — 
The  ages  of  the  four  notified  cases  were  15,  15,  10  and  1  years. 
All  four  cases  recovered  from  the  acute  stage  of  the  disease, 
but  all  four  were  left  with  some  paralysis — severe  and 
extensive  in  three  cases  and  slight  and  limited  in  the  fourth. 
Two  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Wingfield  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Headington,  Oxford;  one  was  admitted  to  Newbury 
District  Hospital  and  the  remaining  case,  the  least  severe, 
was  treated  at  home.  Permanent  crippling  from  this  disease 
is  less  likely  to  result  now  that  Orthopaedic  Clinics  are 
established  in  three  of  the  four  urban  districts  and  the 
Wingfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital  is  available  for  appropriate 
cases  ;  but  for  full  advantage  to  be  taken  of  these  institutions 
early  notification  of  cases  is  necessary. 

No  known  instance  of  failure  to  notify  was  met  with  in 
1925,  but  in  two  cases  notification  was  delayed. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.— The  seven  notified 
cases  received  prompt  medical  attention,  and  all  recovered 
without  permanent  injury  to  sight.  The  majority  of  the 
74  cases  notified  in  these  districts  since  April  1914,  when 
notification  first  became  compulsory,  have  been  of  compara¬ 
tively  mild  character.  Of  the  74  infants,  70  recovered 
without  permanent  injury  to  sight,  2  had  the  sight  of  one 
eye  permanently  impaired,  1  died  from  another  cause  while 
under  treatment  for  the  eyes,  and  l  left  the  district  and 
could  not  be  traced  though  the  latest  information  was  that 
the  eyes  appeared  to  be  free  from  injury.  So  far  as  1  know,  no 
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bacteriological  tests  have  been  carried  out,  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  more  than  a  small  proportion  of  the  cases  were  of 
gonorrhoeal  origin. 


ACUTE  ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA.— One  of  the 
three  notified  cases  died  of  the  disease,  the  other  two  made 
apparently  complete  recoveries.  There  is  nothing  to  add  to 
the  remarks  I  made  about  this  disease  in  last  year’s  report ; 
very  little  light  has  been  thrown  upon  its  causes  and 
methods  of  spread  in  the  interval. 


TUBERCULOSIS. — The  number  of  notifications  of  new 
cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  slightly  below  the 
average  and  the  number  of  notifications  of  new  cases  of 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  slightly  above  the  average 
of  the  preceding  twelve  years. 

In  view  of  the  irregularity  in  notification  which  has 
always  existed  in  these  districts,  the  number  of  notified  cases 
cannot  be  regarded  as  a  reliable  index  of  the  prevalence  of 
Tuberculosis,  and  better  evidence  is  afforded  by  the  death- 
rates,  provided  that  the  rates  of  two  or  three  consecutive 
years  are  combined  for  purposes  of  comparison,  in  order 
to  neutralise,  as  far  as  possible,  the  accidental  fluctuations 
which  are  bound  to  occur  in  the  annual  rates  of  compara¬ 
tively  small  populations. 

In  all  known  cases  of  failure  to  notify,  letters  calling 
attention  to  the  omission  are  sent  from  this  office  to  the 
medical  practitioners  concerned. 

At  the  beginning  of  February,  1925,  a  circular  letter 
was  sent  from  this  office  to  all  medical  practitioners  in  the 
districts  drawing  attention  to  the  obligations  imposed  by  the 
Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912  and  1921, 
and  to  the  penalties  incurred  by  failure  to  notify  cases  of  the 
disease. 
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Of  the  57  persons  whose  deaths  were  registered  during 
the  year  as  due  to  Pulmonary  1  uberculosis,  8  had  not  been 
notified  as  suffering  from  this  disease — the  same  proportion 
of  failures  to  notify  as  in  1924,  but  smaller  than  in  any 
preceding  year.  Only  one  of  the  12  fatal  cases  of  other 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  had  been  notified.  Five  of  the 
12  deaths  took  place  in  hospitals  outside  the  districts  of 
usual  residence  of  the  cases. 

SMALLPOX. — No  case  has  been  notified  in  these 
districts  since  1911.  During  1925  the  disease  did  not 
approach  anywhere  near  the  borders,  as  was  the  case  in  the 
two  preceding  years,  but  its  increased  prevalence  in  the 
north  and  midlands  gave  rise  to  fears  of  invasion. 

At  the  autumn  fairs,  which  attract  showmen  from  a  very 
wide  area,  held  at  Abingdon  and  Newbury,  all  living  vans 
were  visited  in  a  search  for  cases  of  illness  amongst  the 
occupants,  but  nothing  of  a  suspicious  nature  was  found. 

During  the  year  Bradfield  Rural  District  became 
incorporated  in  the  South  Chilterns  (formerly  the  Henley  and 
Wallingford)  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  District. 

All  ten  districts  now  have  some  provision  for  the  isolation 
of  cases  of  Smallpox,  though  in  most  instances  the  accommo¬ 
dation  is  somewhat  primitive  and  capable  of  dealing  with 
one  or  two  cases  only.  The  sites  of  all  the  hospitals  are 
adapted  to  the  erection  of  additional  buildings  in  the  event 
of  outbreaks. 


General  Sanitary  Matters. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. — No  new  public  supplies  were 
provided  during  the  year  ;  but  the  supply  to  Wallingford 
Urban  District,  which  for  several  years  had  been  barely 
adequate  for  the  growing  needs  of  the  town,  was  supple¬ 
mented  by  the  provision  of  a  new  boring  and  new  pumping 
apparatus. 
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Excepting  for  the  supply  to  the  village  of  West  Challow, 
in  Wantage  Rural  District,  where  occasional  temporary 
shortage  was  experienced,  all  public  supplies  were  adequate 
throughout  the  year. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  only  shortage  in  the 
case  of  private  supplies  was  in  the  village  of  Botley,  in 
Abingdon  Rural  District,  where  the  piped  supply  provided 
by  the  owners  of  the  estate  was  from  time  to  time  insufficient 
for  the  needs  of  all  the  consumers. 

SEWERAGE,  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND  SCAVENG¬ 
ING. — The  extension  and  improvement  of  the  sewage 
disposal  works  at  Didcot,  in  Wallingford  Rural  District, 
were  completed  during  the  year  ;  and  a  new  disposal  system, 
in  place  of  the  previous,  unsatisfactory  system,  was  provided 
for  the  village  of  Harwell,  in  Wantage  Rural  District. 

Scavenging  systems  were  instituted  in  the  villages  of 
Radley,  Kennington  and  Sutton  Courtenay,  in  Abingdon 
Rural  District ;  Lambourn  and  Kintbury,  in  Hungerford 
Rural  District ;  Thatcliam,  in  Newbury  Rural  District ;  and 
Cholsey  and  the  village  of  East  Hagbourne,  in  Wallingford 
Rural  District.  In  the  latter  district  a  destructor  was 
installed  at  the  sewage  works  at  Didcot  for  dealing  with  the 
refuse  from  the  Special  Drainage  District  of  Didcot  and 
East  Hagbourne,  together  with  that  of  the  outlying  village 
of  East  Hagbourne  and  the  Army  Ordnance  Depot  at  Didcot. 

Apart  from  the  above-mentioned,  no  important  changes 
in  systems  of  sewerage,  sewage  disposal  or  scavenging  were 
made  during  the  year. 

HOUSING. — In  1925,  279  dwelling-houses  were  built  in 
the  united  districts.  Of  these,  234  were  working-class 
dwellings*,  of  which  42  (14  by  Hungerford  Rural  District 
Council,  16  by  Wallingford  Urban  District  Council,  and  12 
by  Wallingford  Rural  District  Council)  were  built  by  local 

*  No  sharp  line  can  be  drawn  between  what  is  and  wliat  is  not  a  working-class  dwelling, 
but,  for  the  purposes  of  this  report,  an  arbitrary  standard  of  five  habitable  rooms  has  been 
taken  -any  house  with  greater  accommodation  being  regarded  as  not  working-class. 
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authorities  and  192  by  private  persons.  All  the  Council 
houses  and  132  of  the  privately  built  houses  received  State 
assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

The  following  summary  of  the  new  working-class 
dwellings  built  in  these  districts  since  1913,  the  first  year  for 


which 

complete  figures 

are  available,  may 

be  of  interest :  — 

Year 

Working-class  dwellings  built 

By  private  persons.  By  Local  Authorities.  By  other  bodies. 

Totals. 

1913 

128 

17 

— 

145 

1914 

68 

8 

— 

76 

1915 

14 

23 

— 

37 

1916 

11 

— 

— 

11 

1917 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1918 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1919 

20 

— 

8 

28 

1920 

62 

32 

16 

110 

1921 

80 

585 

— 

665 

1922 

66 

185 

— 

251 

1923 

143 

2 

— 

145 

1924 

144 

12 

— 

156 

1925 

192 

42 

— 

234 

929 

906 

24 

1,859 

At  the  end  of  1919  the  estimated  total  shortage  of 
working-class  dwellings  in  the  ten  districts  was  1,813.  This 
figure  was  arrived  at  after  a  detailed  survey  of  each  district- 
had  been  made  and  all  available  sources  of  information  as  to 
the  needs  of  each  locality  had  been  tapped.  Due  provision 
was  made  for  houses  considered  to  be  unfit  for  habitation 
and  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit. 

Since  that  date  a  total  of  1,561  working-class  dwellings, 
or  252  less  than  the  estimated  requirement,  have  been  built, 
and,  in  the  meantime,  the  working-class  population  has 
increased  to  an  extent  which  cannot  be  estimated  with  any 
pretence  to  accuracy  but  is  probably  equivalent  to  a  need 
for  between  300  and  400  additional  houses.  On  these  figures 
the  present  shortage  appears  to  be  about  600,  and  I  am 
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inclined  to  think  that,  while  the  extent  of  shortage  varies 
in  the  different  districts  and  in  different  parts  of  each  rural 
district,  this  estimate  of  the  total  shortage  is  not  very  wide 
of  the  mark — any  error  being  probably  in  the  direction  of 
underestimation.  At  the  present  time  a  void  house  is 
practically  unknown  and  the  demand  for  new  “  Council 
houses”  is  always  greatly  in  excess  of  the  number  available, 
while  comparatively  few  of  the  houses  which  are  unfit  for 
habitation  have  yet  been  dealt  with.  Closing  Orders  with 
respect  to  37  houses  were  made  during  1925 — a  larger  number 
than  in  any  other  year  since  the  war,  but  very  small  in 
proportion  to  the  total  number  of  unfit  dwellings.  Action  of 
this  kind  has  been  restricted  in  the  past  by  the  lack  of  altern¬ 
ative  accommodation  for  the  tenants,  but  the  time  seems  now 
to  have  arrived  when  a  greater  number  of  houses  can  be 
closed  without  inflicting  undue  hardship.  Experience  has 
shown  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  owners  of  closed  houses 
prefer  to  repair  and  improve  them,  when  this  is  practicable, 
rather  than  to  allow  them  to  be  demolished,  even  though  the 
cost  of  renovation  may  be  very  high  in  proportion  to  the  value 
of  the  houses,  and  it  is  therefore  possible  at  times  to  deal 
with  a  group  of  houses  seriatim  without  disturbing  more 
than  one  family  at  a  time. 

Though  the  new  working-class  dwellings  built  within 
the  past  six  years  have  supplied  a  great  need  and  have  let 
very  readily,  they  are  beyond  the  means  of  the  average 
agricultural  labourer  and  the  poorly  paid  artisan,  who 
represent  a  class  which  has  generally  been  inadequately  and 
poorly  housed.  Under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions) 
Act,  1924,  several  of  the  local  authorities  are  attempting  to 
meet,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  needs  of  this  class  by  the 
erection  of  houses  at  a  minimum  cost  consistent  with 
amenity  and  a  fair  amount  of  accommodation  ;  and  in  three 
districts — Newbury  Urban,  Wallingford  Urban  and  Hunger- 
ford  Rural — some  of  the  houses  have  now  (April  192^)  been 
completed  and  occupied.  In  all  three  districts  the  houses 
are  in  blocks  of  either  four,  five  or  six  ;  the  accommodation 
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consists  of  one  living  room  and  three  bedrooms  (excepting 
for  the  Newbury  houses,  some  of  which  have  three  bedrooms 
while  others  have  two  bedrooms  of  a  total  size  equal  to  that 
of  the  three  bedrooms  of  the  remaining  houses)  ;  and  the 
rents,  inclusive  of  rates,  range  from  5/-  to  8/-  per  week.  In 
all  cases  a  subsidy  from  the  local  rates  of  £4  10s.  Od.  per 
house  per  annum  for  40  years,  in  addition  to  the  Government 
subsidy  of  £12  10s.  Od.  per  house  per  annum  for  agricultural 
parishes  and  £9  elsewhere,  for  a  period  of  40  years,  is 
provided  for  in  fixing  the  rents. 

MILK  SUPPLIES. — The  production  of  “designated” 
milk  in  this  combination  of  districts  continues  to  extend. 
Producers  licences  to  sell  milk  under  the  designation 
“Certified”  or  “Grade  A  (Tuberculin  tested)”  have  been 
granted  until  December  31st,  1926,  in  respect  of  19  dairy 
farms — 11  in  Bradfield  Rural  District,  7  in  Wantage  Rural 
District  and  1  in  Newbury  Rural  District,  while  in  the  case 
of  3  farms  bottling  licences  also  have  been  issued. 

Apart  from  the  dairy  farms  at  which  “  designated  ”  milk 
is  produced,  and  at  which  suitable  structural  conditions  and 
a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  are  necessary  to  comply  with 
the  statutory  rules  and  orders,  the  past  three  years  have  seen 
notable  improvements  in  many  of  the  dairy  farms  in  these 
districts. 

Many  new  milking  sheds  of  good  type  have  been  built; 
many  old  sheds  have  been  reconstructed  on  modern  lines; 
improved  methods  to  protect  the  milk  from  contamination 
have  been  instituted  and  greater  care  in  weeding  out 
tuberculous  stock  has  been  taken. 

Much  of  the  credit  for  the  improvement  is  due  to  the 
Research  Institute  in  Dairying  of  University  College, 
Reading,  which  conducts  active  propaganda  amongst  dairy 
farmers  and  provides  courses  of  instruction  in  the  production 
of  clean  milk;  but  the  Local  Sanitary  Authorities,  whose 
hands  have  been  strengthened  by  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Amendment)  Act,  1922,  have  also  contributed. 
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Though  there  is  still  plenty  of  room  for  improvement, 
especially  amongst  the  small  producers,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  a  high  average  standard  will  be  reached  before 
many  more  years  have  elapsed. 

Considerable  improvements  have  been  effected  in  the 
dairies  and  milkshops  also  during  the  past  three  years. 

The  demand  for  “  designated  ”  milk  appears  to  be 
increasing  steadily,  if  slowly. 

No  action  has  yet  been  taken  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  which  came  into  operation  on 
September  1st,  1925 — previous  operation  having  been 
postponed — ;  but  several  Local  Authorities  have  arranged 
for  samples  of  milk  to  be  taken  and  examined  for  the  presence 
of  the  bacilli  of  tuberculosis. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. — The  Rural  District  Councils 
(Slaughter-houses)  Order,  1924,  which  came  into  force  on 
January  1st,  1925,  together  with  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924,  which  became  effective  from  April  1st, 
1925,  have  enabled  much  better  supervision  and  control  than 
in  the  past  to  be  exercised  over  the  meat  trade  in  rural 
districts.  At  the  same  time  it  is  useless  to  pretend  that  the 
only  real  safeguard  against  consumption  by  the  public  of 
diseased  meat,  viz.  : — the  inspection  by  an  expert  of  every 
carcase  together  with  the  internal  organs,  can  be  practised 
in  rural  districts  under  present  conditions.  The  slaughter¬ 
houses  are  usually  scattered  over  a  wide  area  and  the  days 
and  hours  of  regular  slaughtering  frequently  coincide,  while 
the  amount  of  casual  slaughtering  both  in  slaughter-houses 
and  on  farms  is  considerable.  In  these  circumstances  it  is 
impossible  to  inspect  all  carcases  before  they  are  dressed 
for  sale,  at  which  stage  disease,  unless  extensive,  is  difficult  to 
detect.  Reliance  has  therefore  to  be  placed  upon  observance 
of  Article  9  of  the  Meat  Regulations  which  provides  that 
“  where  on  the  slaughter  of  an  animal  for  sale  for  human 
consumption  it  appears  that  any  part  of  the  carcase  or 
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internal  organs  is  or  may  be  diseased  or  unsound  the  person 
by  01  on  whose  behalf  the  animal  was  slaughtered  shall 
forthwith  give  notice  of  the  fact  to  the  Local  Authority 
Removal  fiom  the  place  of  slaughter  of  such  carcase  or 
internal  organs  until  at  least  six  hours  after  the  delivery 
of  notice  under  Article  9  is  prohibited  by  Article  10, 
so  opportunity  of  inspection  is  afforded  in  most  cases. 
Compliance  with  the  requirements  of  Article  9  was  certainly 
not  always  observed  during  the  first  few  months  after  the 
Regulations  came  into  effect,  as  the  number  of  notices  under 
this  Article  was  extremely  small  in  proportion  to  the  total 
number  of  animals  slaughtered,  but  better  observance  has 
been  evident  of  late.  In  urban  districts  fairly  complete 
systems  of  meat  inspection  are  practicable. 

In  view  of  the  doubt  which  exists  as  to  the  powers 
conferred  by  those  Articles  of  the  Meat  Regulations  which 
deal  with  contamination  of  meat  by  flies,  dust,  etc.,  no 
attempt  has  been  made  in  these  districts  to  enforce  the 
provision  of  glass  fronts  to  butchers’  shops,  though  such 
provision  is  desirable. 

In  two  districts  (Wallingford  Urban  and  Rural)  a 
veterinary  surgeon  has  been  appointed  to  carry  out  meat 
inspection  ;  in  each  of  the  remaining  eight  districts  this  duty 
has  been  placed  upon  the  sanitary  inspector. 

SCHOOLS. — The  Circular  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as 
to  the  contents  and  arrangements  of  the  annual  reports  of 
medical  officers  of  health  for  1925  asks  for  reports  upon  the 
sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  schools,  especially 
public  elementary  schools,  in  each  district,  and  upon  the 
action  taken  in  relation  to  the  health  of  the  scholars  and 
for  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious  disease.  To  avoid 
repetition  in  the  reports  on  the  separate  districts,  it  is 
convenient  to  state  here  that  a  working  arrangement  has 
been  agreed  upon  between  the  County  Medical  Officer  and 
myself  to  save  overlapping  in  these  matters.  The  County 
Education  Staff  systematically  inspect  the  sanitation  of 
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elementary  schools,  through  the  School  Medical  Officers  and 
the  School  Buildings  Inspector,  and  no  systematic  inspection 
is  carried  out  by  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  myself 
though  we  co-operate  with  the  County  Staff  in  remedying 
insanitary  conditions  found  by  the  latter.  The  arrangement 
with  regard  to  infectious  diseases  in  schools  is  for  the  County 
Medical  Officer  to  deal  with  lion-notifiable  diseases  and  for 
me  to  deal  with  notifiable  diseases.  Outbreaks  of  the  latter 
in  schools  are  always  personally  investigated  by  me.- 

The  recommendations  of  the  Memorandum  on  Closure 
of  and  Exclusion  from  School,  1909,  have  been  followed  in 
practically  all  cases.  Modification  of  the  rules  in  order  to 
conform  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Memorandum 
issued  in  1925  is  under  consideration. 
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Abingdon  U  rban  District. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions 

the  District. 

of 

Area  (land  and  inland  water) 

•  •  • 

728  acres 

Estimated  Population  (1925) 

•  •  • 

7,294 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921) 

•  •  • 

1,689 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers 

(1921) 

1,712 

Rateable  Value  (1925) 

•  i>  • 

£33,163 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate... 

•  •  • 

£127 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHAR- 
ACTER. — The  town  lies  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Thames 
on  a  flat  site  with  a  mean  height  above  sea  level  of  about 
190  feet.  The  principal  geological  formation  isKimmeridge 
Clay,  covered  to  a  large  extent  by  deposits  of  Valley  Gravel, 
with  a  strip  of  Alluvium  bordering  the  river.  The  chief 
industries,  in  addition  to  the  usual  trades  of  a  market  town, 
are  fellmongery,  tanning,  and  leather-dressing,  brewing, 
malting  and  the  manufacture  of  carpets  and  ready-made 
clothing. 


28 


ABINGDON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Births 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 

Total  M.  F. 

Legitimate  116  57  59 


Illegitimate  7  5  2 


Birth-rate  16*8 


Deaths 


96 


Death-rate 


13T 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 


childbirth...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 

births  :  —Legitimate  60  Illegitimate  Nil  Total  57 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 

Average  rates  for  the  10  years,  1915-1924: — 


Birth-rate  18*5  Death-rate  13*5  Infant  Mortality  55 

* 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

4 

4 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

o 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

_ 

_ 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

.  — 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

X 

— 

O 

tt-i 

•5 

Erysipelas 

4 

O 

O 

, 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


0  —  1 

1  —  5 

5  —  10 

10  —  15 

15  —  20 

20  —  25 

25  —  35 

35  —  45 

45  —  oo 

55  —  65 

65  and  upwards 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

J 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

:  :  :  :  ^  :  :  *-•  *-< 

Totals 

3 

6 

0 

0 

3 

5 

0 

0 

All  but  one  of  the  eight  fatal  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  had  been  duly  notified. 

No  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  has  been  found  necessary. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  the  year 
presented  no  features  of  special  interest. 

Following  a  period  of  ten  months’  freedom  from 
Diphtheria,  three  cases  arose  on  three  successive  days  in 
the  month  of  April.  A  common  source  was  suspected;  but 
after  very  thorough  investigation  no  source  could  be  found 
nor  any  evidence  of  spread  of  infection  from  one  case  to 
another.  The  fourth  notified  case  arose  in  December  and 
again  the  source  of  infection  could  not  be  discovered. 

OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. -Apart  from  Influenza, 
which  was  most  prevalent  during  the  month  of  February, 
and  Whooping  Cough,  which  broke  out  in  November  and 
continued  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  no  specially  noteworthy 
causes  of  sickness  and  invalidity  were  evident  during  1925. 
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No  elementary  schools  were  closed  for  infectious  disease, 
but  the  attendance  at  the  Council  Infants’  School  was 
reduced  by  Whooping  Cough  to  below  60  per  cent,  of  the 
average  for  a  period  of  five  weeks  in  November  and 
December. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC.— The  Local  Authority 
has  undertaken  to  bear  the  cost  of  examinations  for  Diphtheria 
Bacilli  and  also  other  bacteriological  examinations  undertaken 
in  the  interest  of  the  public  health.  In  practice,  however, 
the  majority  of  specimens  are  sent  from  the  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital,  as  it  is  the  custom  to  admit  suspected  cases  of 
Diphtheria  and  Enteric  to  that  institution  without  waiting 
for  bacteriological  confirmation  of  diagnosis.  Specimens 
are  sent  from  the  Hospital  to  the  laboratory  of  the  Radcliffe 
Infirmary,  Oxford  ;  but  the  number  submitted  for  examina¬ 
tion  in  1925  cannot  be  given,  as  separate  records  for  each 
district  are  not  kept. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  practitioners  from 
my  office  at  the  cost  of  the  Local  Authority.  Two  doses 
(8,000  units  each)  were  supplied  in  1925.  As  a  rule,  antitoxin 
is  first  administered  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  as  suspected 
cases  of  Diphtheria  are  promptly  admitted  on  receipt  of  a 
message  from  the  medical  attendant. 

No  use  has  yet  been  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick 
tests  of  susceptibility  to  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever 
respectively,  nor  have  any  of  the  recently  developed 
artificial  methods  of  immunization  against  these  diseases 
been  employed. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  5  years, 

1921  — 1925. 


The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  notifications 
received  during  each  of  the  5  years : — 


Diphtheria 

1921 

25 

1922 

21 

1923 

41 

1924 

27 

1925 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

73 

221 

58 

5 

5 

Erysipelas 

2 

4 

3 

1 

4 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Primarv  Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

5 

9 

18 

13 

9 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

5 

— 

The  town  has  not  been  entirely  free  from  Diphtheria 
throughout  any  one  year  since  1900.  The  period  of  lowest 
incidence  during  the  past  25  years  has  been  the  four  years, 
1912 — 1915,  when  the  cases  averaged  3  a  year;  then  followed 
nine  years  of  undue  prevalence  with  an  average  of  26  cases. 
During  six  of  the  nine  years  of  increased  prevalence  the 
disease  was  mainly  of  a  mild  type,  the  total  case  mortality 
being  only  3*25  per  cent  (123  cases  with  4  deaths);  but  in 
the  other  three  years,  1920,  1922  and  1923,  severe  cases  were 
more  frequent  and  the  total  case  mortality  was  14-28  per  cent. 
(112  cases  and  16  deaths).  Accounts  of  the  outbreaks  have 
been  included  in  previous  annual  reports,  and  it  is  only 
necessary  to  state  here  that  practically  all  cases  were 
promptly  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital  when  notified, 
and  that,  in  my  opinion,  unrecognised  cases  of  the  disease 
were  chiefly  responsible  for  its  spread.  Many  previously 
unrecognised  cases,  which  had  not  received  medical 
attendance,  have  been  discovered  in  the  course  of 
investigations,  and  no  doubt  many  more  remained  un¬ 
discovered.  Apart  from  enquiries  in  the  homes  of  notified 
cases  and  the  neighbouring  houses,  the  chief  sources  of 
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information  which  lead  to  the  detection  of  missed  cases  are 
the  head  teachers  of  the  elementary  schools,  who  have  been 
requested  to  report  all  cases  of  sore  throat  or  other  suspicious 
illness?  which  come  to  their  notice.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
reduced  incidence  of  1925  represents  the  commencement  of 
a  long  period  of  comparative  freedom  from  this  disease. 

The  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever,  which  commenced  in  the 
autumn  of  1921  and  reached  its  greatest  height  towards  the 
end  of  1922,  has  been  followed,  as  anticipated,  by  two  years 
in  which  only  a  few  sporadic  cases  occurred.  Increased 
prevalence  may  be  expected  within  the  next  two  years,  but 
an  epidemic  of  the  dimensions  of  that  of  1921 — 1923  is  not 
likely  for  several  decades.  Full  accounts  of  this  epidemic 
have  been  given  in  previous  annual  reports  and  also  in  a 
special  report  to  the  Town  Council  (Jan.  1923),  and  further 
reference  is  unnecessary. 

Of  the  four  cases  of  Enteric  (including  Paratyphoid) 
Fever  included  in  the  above  table,  two  were  examples  of 
infection  by  B.  Paratyphosus  fi,  and  in  both  cases  the  disease 
was  contracted  during  residence  away  from  the  town  ;  the 
remaining  two  cases  (one  in  1923,  the  other  in  1924)  were 
infections  by  B.  Typhosus,  and  in  one  case  the  disease  was 
certainly  contracted  in  Abingdon,  as  the  patient  had  not  been 
outside  the  town  for  several  months  preceding  the  onset  of 
illness. 

The  above  table  shows  that  notification  of  Acute 
Pneumonia  in  this  district  is  far  from  being  regularly 
observed. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  District. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL.— 
The  Tuberculosis  Hospitals  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council,  and  consist  of  the  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium, 
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Peppard,  near  Reading,  and  Abingdon  Sanatorium  in 

Abingdon  Rural  District,  just  outside  the  town. 

The  Fever  and  Smallpox  Hospitals  are  provided  jointly 
by  the  Abingdon  Urban  and  Abingdon  Rural  District 
Councils  and  are  situated  in  Abingdon  Rural  District.  A 
short  description  will  be  found  on  pages  56,  57  and  58. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — (a)  For  infectious  cases 
the  motor  ambulance  belonging  to  the  Fever  Hospital  is 
available,  (b)  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  an 
ambulance  has  been  provided  by  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  and  is  stationed  in  the  town. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRE S.-A  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  instituted  and  managed  by  a 
voluntary  committee,  holds  sessions  at  the  New  Parish  Hall 
every  Friday,  2.30-4  p.m.  The  County  Council  bears  the 
cost  of  the  Medical  Officer  and  the  rooms,  and  also  provides 
the  nurse  in  attendance. 


School  Clinics  for  eye  defects  are  arranged  periodically 
by  the  County  Council,  and  are  held  at  the  Old  School, 
Conduit  Road.  X  ray  treatment  of  ringworm  is  also  arranged 
by  the  County  Council ;  the  treatment  is  carried  out  in 
Reading  at  present. 


A  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  attended  by  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Officer  at  Abingdon  Sanatorium  (situated  in 
Abingdon  Rural  District  just  outside  the  town)  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesdays  in  the  month  at  1-4  p.m. 


Venereal  Diseases  Clinics,  provided  by  the  County  Council, 
are  held  at  the  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading  (Men — Wednes¬ 
days,  2  p.m. ;  Saturdays,  5  p.m.  Women— Wednesdays, 
5  p.m. ;  Saturdays,  3  p.m.)  and  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary, 
Oxford  (Men— Wednesdays,  6  p.m. ;  Saturdays,  3  p.m. 
Women — Mondays,  6  p.m.  ;  Wednesdays,  3  p.m.) 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY. — The  Public  Health  staff,  in  addition  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  consists  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
who  is  also  Surveyor,  and  has  one  general  assistant,  one 
technical  assistant  and  one  clerk. 

Mr.  Raphael  Y.  Hall,  who  had  been  Sanitary  Inspector 
since  1918,  resigned  during  1924  and  his  term  of  office 
expired  on  December  31st. 

Mr.  Walter  H.  Lewis,  who  holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  was  appointed  to 
the  vacancy  and  commenced  duty  on  Feb.  2nd,  1925. 

The  appointment  received  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  and  half  of  his  salary  as  Sanitary  Inspector  will 
be  repaid  by  the  County  Council  out  of  Exchequer  grants. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— 
(a)  General. — District  nursing  is  carried  out  in  the  town  by 
the  North  Berks  Nursing  Association,  which  is  now  affiliated 
to  the  County  Nursing  Association  aud  receives,  through  the 
latter,  subsidies  from  the  County  Council  for  Midwifery  and 
for  nursing  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  Measles. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases. — The  District  Nursing 
Association  undertakes  the  nursing  of  Measles. 

MID  WIVES. — Three  midwives  in  the  town  have 
notified  their  intention  to  practise.  No  subsidies  are  granted 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYELAWS  AND  REGULA¬ 
TIONS  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 
ACTS.— 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Part  III. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

Parts  II,  III,  IV,  and  V,  secs.  92,  93,  95,  Part  X. 
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BYELAWS  as  to — 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  1899 

Slaughter  houses  ...  ...  ...  •••  1899 

Cleansing  of  Footways  ...  ...  ...  1899 

Public  Baths  and  Washhouses  ...  ...  1899 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  1899 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  1899 

Carriage  of  Offensive  Matter  ...  ...  1899 

Offensive  Trade  (Fellmonger)  ...  ...  1899 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  1915 

Paving  of  Yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  1899 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences  ...  ...  1899 

REGULATIONS  as  to— 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  1899 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — With  the  exception  of  23  houses  still  dependent 
upon  private  wells,  the  whole  town  is  supplied  from  the 
public  waterworks.  The  main  supply  is  obtained  from  a 
well  and  adits  at  Wootton,  in  Abingdon  Rural  District,  which 
tap  the  loose  sands  of  the  Corallian  beds,  which  are  exposed 
in  this  locality.  The  water  is  conveyed  to  the  town  by 
siphonage  from  an  underground  reservoir.  A  supplementary 
supply  is  obtained  from  a  deep  boring  in  the  Market  Place 
which  also  taps  the  Corallian  Beds  after  passing  through 
Kimmeridge  Clay.  The  water  is  supplied  by  meter  on  the 
constant  system  and  has  usually  been  abundant,  though 
occasionally  in  late  summer  and  early  autumn  there  has 
been  some  deficiency  in  the  main  supply  which  could  not  be 
made  up  entirely  by  the  supplementary  supply  owing  to  the 
limited  pumping  capacity  of  the  latter.  The  supplementary 
supply  was  thought  at  one  time  to  be  practically  unlimited 
in  amount,  but  during  short  periods  in  1922  and  1923,  in 
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consequence  of  tlie  drought  of  1921,  the  supply  showed 
signs  of  becoming  depleted  and  sand  was  at  times  pumped 
up  with  the  water.  Although  the  total  supply  from  both 
sources  has  never  failed,  it  has  for  many  years  been  regarded 
as  barely  adequate  for  periods  of  prolonged  deficiency  of 
rainfall,  and  additional  sources  have  been  sought.  An 
attempt  in  1922  to  provide  an  auxiliary  supply  from  the 
Lower  Greensand  of  Foxcombe  Hill,  in  Abingdon  Rural 
District,  was  unsuccessful.  The  broad  geological  and 
meteorological  data  promised  an  abundant  supply,  but 
pumping  tests  proved  the  amount  to  be  inadequate  and  the 
scheme  was  abandoned. 

In  March,  1923,  an  agreement  was  entered  into  with  a 
business  firm  in  the  town  to  utilise  for  a  period  of  6  years 
the  surplus  water  from  the  firm’s  well  as  a  second  supple¬ 
mentary  supply  for  emergency  purposes.  The  well,  99  feet 
in  depth,  passes  through  the  same  strata  and  taps  the  same 
water-bearing  formation  as  the  boring  in  the  Market  Place, 
but  is  sufficiently  far  from  the  latter  to  avoid  mutual  depletion. 
The  amount  of  surplus  water  available  for  town  purposes  is 
estimated  at  52,000  gallons  a  day.  In  accordance  with  the 
agreement,  a  pumping-house  and  pump  were  provided  by 
the  Town  Council  in  1923  and  will  remain  the  property  of 
the  Council  at  the  termination  of  the  agreement.  The  pump 
is  electrically  driven,  and  automatically  controlled  by  the 
water  level  in  the  standpipe.  No  reservoir  is  used,  but 
a  standpipe  in  the  form  of  a  siphon  provides  a  head  of  water. 
Up  to  the  present  it  has  been  necessary  to  use  this 
supply  for  a  period  of  two  weeks  only,  but  it  forms  a  much 
needed  reserve  in  case  of  partial  failure  of  the  other  sources. 
Chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  showed  the  water  to 
be  pure  but  hard.  Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations 
of  the  supplies  at  Wootton  and  in  the  Market  Place  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time  and  no  evidences  of  pollution 
have  been  found  during  the  past  five  years.  The  water  from 
both  sources  is  hard,  and  the  water  from  the  boring  in  the 
Market  Place  contains  a  considerable  amount  of  iron  salts 
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which  cause  trouble  by  producing  heavy  deposits  in 
the  mains  and  meters.  At  the  beginning  of  1925  a  large 
number  of  consumers’  meters  were  defective  ;  during  the 
year  646  meters  were  changed  and  the  whole  system  was 
put  into  satisfactory  working  order. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — The  whole  of  the 
town  is  sewered  and  practically  every  house  is  connected 
with  the  sewers. 

The  sewage  gravitates  to  the  sewage  farm  (situated  in 
Abingdon  Rural  District)  and  is  there  pumped  to  a  sufficient 
height  for  distribution  purposes.  Treatment  is  mainly  by 
intermittent  downward  filtration,  without  preliminary 
sedimentation*,  but  broad  irrigation  also  is  carried  out. 

Extension  of  the  farm  was  commenced  in  1922  and 
completed  in  1924.  Additional  land  amounting  to  123  acres 
was  acquired,  and  the  total  area  of  the  farm  is  now  329  acres, 
of  which  194  acres  are  available  and  suitable  for  the 
treatment  of  sewage.  New  pumping  machinery  was  installed, 
and  additional  distributing  mains,  to  convey  the  sewage  to 
the  newly  acquired  land,  were  laid. 

During  the  whole  of  1925  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  was 
carried  out  satisfactorily.  Many  of  the  sewers  in  the  town 
are  old  and  appear  to  be  in  need  of  repair  or  renewal,  and  the 
Surveyor  has  been  instructed  to  report  upon  the  whole  system. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.— This  consists  entirely 
of  cistern-flushed  water  closets  connected  with  the  sewers. 
In  the  common  courts  of  the  town  the  closet  accommodation 
is  inadequate  :  in  some  cases  the  closets  are  in  the  proportion 
of  one  to  every  three  or  four  houses  and  in  scarcely  any 
cases  are  there  more  than  one  to  every  two  houses.  In  1913, 
the  Town  Council  decided  to  require  a  minimum  of  one  closet 
to  every  two  houses,  and  in  consequence  a  number  of 
additional  closets  were  provided,  but  further  provision  was 


*  The  trade  effluent  from  the  Pavlova  Leather  Works  undergoes  sedimentation 
and  chemical  precipitation  at  the  works. 
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checked  by  circumstances  arising  out  of  the  war  and  has  not 
been  resumed.  Many  of  the  houses  concerned  are  now  unfit 
for  habitation,  and  it  seems  desirable  to  defer  the  question  of 
additional  closets  until  the  premises  generally  can  be  dealt 
with,  which  at  present  is  impracticable,  excepting  on  a  very 
small  scale,  owing  to  the  absence  of  other  housing  accommo¬ 
dation  for  occupants  who  would  be  displaced  by  Closing- 
Orders. 


SCAVENGING. — For  many  years  reference  has  been 
made  in  my  annual  reports  to  the  insanitary  receptacles  for 
refuse  generally  used  in  the  town.  In  March,  1925,  the 
Corporation  decided  to  insist  upon  the  provision  of  suitable, 
covered,  galvanized-iron  bins  in  all  cases,  and  by  the  end  of 
the  year  about  1,300  houses  had  been  provided  with 
satisfactory  bins,  only  some  200  houses  remaining  unsupplied. 
Up  to  the  end  of  June,  1925,  refuse  had  been  collected  twice 
a  week  :  but  from  that  time  a  weekly  collection  has  been 
substituted, — chiefly  on  economical  grounds.  The  change 
met  with  much  opposition  and  was  stigmatized  as  retrograde, 
which  perhaps  it  is  in  a  sense,  but,  taken  together  with  the 
change  from  uncovered  wooden  boxes  and  other  odd 
receptacles  to  covered  sanitary  bins,  there  can  be  no  question 
that  the  combined  result  is  a  very  decided  inprovement. 
The  weekly  interval  between  collections  is  not  immutably 
fixed :  if  found  unsatisfactory,  which  has  not  been  the  case 
so  far,  more  frequent  collections  will  no  doubt  be  made. 

Refuse  is  finally  disposed  of  by  tipping ;  paper,  etc.,  being 
burnt  in  the  open  at  the  tip. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.— The 
following  table,  supplied  by  Mr.  Lewis,  summarises  the 
sanitary  inspections  of  the  year  : — 

No.  of  Different  Premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  1757 


House-to-house  Inspections 
Inspections  and  Re-inspections 


11 


6064 


55 


•  •  • 
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No.  of  Complaints  received 
Nuisances  discovered 

Intimation 


)> 


Notices  served 


Statutory 

Prosecutions 
Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 


jj 


No.  of  Nuisances  Abated — 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  etc. 
„  Drains 

„  Pigs  or  other  animals 
„  Cow,  Slaughter  and  Bakehouses 
„  Deficient  or  impure  water 
„  Foul  or  dilapidated  houses 
„  Overcrowded  houses  ... 

„  Houses  unfit  for  habitation 
„  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  etc.... 
„  Other  nuisances 


No.  of  Premises  disinfected 

„  Water  samples  taken  for  examination 

„  Food  and  drug  samples 

„  Seizures  of  unsound  meat,  etc. 

„  W.C.’s  provided  ... 

„  Earth  closets  provided 

„  Wrells  closed 

,,  Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 

„  New  wells  sunk  ... 

„  Houses  connected  with  water  mains 

„  Water  certificates  granted  ... 

Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections  ... 
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Common  Lodging  houses — 

-No.  on 

Register 

1 

99  99  5) 

No.  of  Inspections 

2 

Milkshops 

No.  on 

Register 

8 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 

99 

99 

2 

Slaughter  houses 

99 

j)  ... 

5 

Bakehouses 

99 

99  ••• 

11 

Milkshops 

No.  of  Inspections 

90 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms 

8 

Slaughter  houses 

99 

99  •  •  • 

60 

Bakehouses 

99 

99  •  •  • 

52 

Piggeries 

99 

))  ... 

— 

FACTORY  AND 

WORKSHOP  ACTS. 

I.  INSPECTIONS. 

Inspections  Number  of 

Premises. 

made. 

Written  notices.  Prosecutions. 

1.  Factories  ... 

0 

0 

0 

(Including  factory  laundries). 

2.  Workshops 

44 

0 

0 

3.  Workplaces 

30 

0 

0 

Totals 

74 

0 

0 

II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 
Nil. 


III.  HOME  WORK.— OUTWORKERS  LISTS. 

Lists  received  from  employers 
(sending  twice  in  the  year). 

Nature  of  Work.  Lists.  Outworkers. 

Wearing  Apparel  ...  ...  3  19 

(Making,  etc.) 

Offences  in  connection  with  outworkers 


Nil 
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IV.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 
Bakehouses  ...  ...  •••  ■  •••  11 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

45 

Y.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Underground  Bakehouses  in  use  at  end  of  year  ...  1 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS.— 
The  only  business  in  the  town  coming  under  the  definition  of 
“offensive  trades”  is  a  large  leather  works  at  which  the 
processes  are  mainly  fellmongery,  tanningand  leather-dressing. 
No  consent  to  its  establishment  was  required  as  the  business 
was  developed  from  an  existing  fellmongery  which  was 
originally  situated  in  the  adjoining  rural  district  but  became 
incorporated  in  the  urban  district  when  the  latter  was 
extended.  The  works  are  well  conducted  on  the  most 
modern  lines  in  suitable  buildings,  but  there  are  many 
dwellings  in  the  neighbourhood  and  complaints  of  occasional 
nuisance  have  been  made  in  the  past,  though  in  1925  no 
complaints  were  received  nor  was  any  nuisance  apparent. 

There  is  one  common  lodging-house,  an  old  building  not 
very  suitable  for  the  purpose  but  well  conducted  on  the 
whole.  The  maximum  accommodation  is  for  9  lodgers. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  there  are  no  “  houses  let  in 
lodgings  ”  in  the  generally  accepted  meaning  of  the  term. 

The  only  dwellings  coming  under  the  definition  of  tents 
and  vans  are  the  vans  which  are  brought  into  the  town  in 
connection  with  the  four  fairs  which  are  held  annually. 
During  the  year,  the  whole  of  these  vans,  106  in  number, 
were  inspected  and  found  to  be  in  a  fairly  satisfactory 
condition,  but  complaints  were  made  by  residents  in  the  town 
of  the  dirty  and  untidy  habits  of  some  of  the  occupants. 


Three  of  the  five  slaughter-houses  are  of  good,  modern 
fyPe  >  th©  other  two  are  old  and  not  very  suitable  buildings. 
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Of  the  two  registered  cowsheds,  one  is  a  good  modern 
building  ;  the  other  is  of  less  satisfactory  construction,  and 
rebuilding  of  this  shed  is  under  consideration. 

The  provisions  for  storage  of  milk  and  cleansing  of 
utensils  are  now  satisfactory  in  all  of  the  8  registered 
milkshops. 

SCHOOLS. — See  pages  24  and  25. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — Arrangements  for  the  supply  and 
distribution  of  milk  are  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  town. 
No  formal  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  either  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  or  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Order,  but  minor  improvements  were  effected  to 
one  cowshed  and  to  three  milkshops  as  the  result  of  informal 
representation.  No  action  was  taken  as  to  tuberculous  milk 
and  tuberculous  cattle. 

Licence  was  granted  at  the  end  of  November  to  one 
purveyor  to  sell  Grade  A  (Tuberculin  tested)  milk.  No 
samples  of  graded  or  other  milk  were  submitted  to  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination. 


MEAT. — Inspections  have  been  carried  out  at  the  time 
of  slaughtering,  as  well  as  at  other  times,  but  up  to  the 
present  it  has  been  found  impracticable  to  inspect  all 
slaughtered  animals  within  a  few  hours  of  slaughtering. 
Meat  condemned  during  the  year  consisted  of  2  cases  (about 
78  lbs.)  of  imported  meat  found  to  be  unsound,  and  1  beef 
carcase  which  was  tuberculous.  In  both  cases  notices  under  the 
Meat  Regulations  were  sent  by  the  butchers  concerned.  The 
meat  was  surrendered  and  disposed  of  by  burial. 
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Iu  January  a  carcase  infected  with  Anthrax  was  brought 
into  a  butcher’s  shop  in  the  town.  The  circumstances,  as 
stated  to  me,  were  as  follows : — The  butcher  received  a 
message  from  a  farmer  in  Abingdon  Rural  District  that  a 
heifer,  one  of  a  herd  of  fat  stock,  had  burst  a  blood  vessel 
and  in  consequence  had  been  slaughtered  on  the  farm.  The 
butcher  knew  the  herd  and  was  in  negotiation  for  purchase 
of  some  of  the  animals,  and  he  agreed  to  take  the  carcase  if 
it  proved  to  be  healthy.  He  sent  two  of  his  men  to  dress  the 
carcase  and  on  the  following  morning  inspected  it  himself  at 
the  farm.  He  thought  it  appeared  perfectly  healthy,  but 
noticed  that  the  spleen  was  enlarged  and  signs  of  haemorrhage 
iu  the  region  of  the  kidneys  were  present.  He  did  not 
suspect  disease,  but  attributed  the  condition  of  the  spleen  to 
the  effects  of  internal  haemorrhage,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
curiosity,  asked  the  farmer  to  take  the  spleen  to  a  veterinary 
surgeon  for  an  opinion.  The  same  afternoon  the  carcase,  iu 
four  quarters,  was  delivered  at  the  butcher’s  shop,  and  the 
spleen  was  left  at  the  surgery  of  a  veterinary  surgeon,  who 
was  out  at  the  time.  The  carcase  was  hung  in  the  shop  but 
not  placed  in  contact  with  any  other  meat.  Iu  the  evening 
one  hind  quarter  was  cut  into  four  pieces,  on  the  same  block 
and  probably  with  the  same  implements  as  were  used  a  little 
later  for  the  carcases  of  one  sheep  and  one  pig,  which  were 
cut  into  joints  to  fulfil  orders  for  the  next  morning.  The 
veterinary  surgeon  examined  the  spleen  on  his  return  the 
same  evening  and  decided  that  the  disease  was  anthrax,  this 
opinion  being  confirmed  later.  He  communicated  with  the 
the  police,  and,  together  with  a  police  sergeant,  visited  the 
butcher’s  shop  and  informed  the  butcher  of  the  nature  of  the 
disease.  Late  that  night  the  veterinary  surgeon  telephoned 
to  me  and  gave  particulars  of  the  case,  and  I  also  spoke  with 
the  police  sergeant  and  the  butcher  and  advised  as  to 
precautions  to  be  taken.  The  following  morning  I  visited 
the  premises  and  interviewed  all  the  principal  persons 
concerned.  All  meat  which  had  been  near  the  infected 
carcase  (which  had  already  been  removed  by  the  police  and 
burnt)  was  destroyed  by  burning,  together  with  the  boards 
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on  which  the  carcase  or  offal  had  rested;  all  implements  used 
on  the  carcase  were  boiled  ;  a  new  chopping  block  was 
substituted  for  the  one  which  had  been  contaminated  ;  and 
the  shop  was  thoroughly  disinfected  and  cleansed. 

It  was  ascertained  that  six  persons  had  handled  the 
carcase  or  offal,  and,  as  they  ran  considerable  risk  of  contracting 
the  disease,  four  of  them  were  seen  and  advised  by  me,  and 
advice  was  sent  to  the  other  two.  I  also  called  at  the 
Radeliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford,  and  ascertained  that  a  sufficient 
supply  of  Sclavo’s  anti-anthrax  serum  was  in  stock  and  that 
immediate  treatment  could  be  given  if  necessary.  None  of 
the  six  persons  developed  the  disease. 

As  this  case  occurred  before  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations  came  into  effect,  there  was  no  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  farmer  to  notify  the  slaughtering,  consequently 
no  offence  which  could  be  dealt  with  by  the  Local  Sanitary 
Authority  had  been  committed  by  him.  The  police,  however, 
prosecuted  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  (Anthrax)  Order  for 
failure  to  notify  the  disease  and  obtained  a  conviction. 

The  butcher  appeared  to  have  acted  in  good  faith  and 
did  everything  in  his  power  to  prevent  any  ill  effects  resulting 
from  the  presence  of  the  infected  carcase  in  his  shop,  and  no 
action  against  him  was  taken. 

OTHER  FOODS. — All  premises  in  which  food  is  manufac¬ 
tured,  prepared,  stored,  or  exposed  for  sale  have  been 
inspected  from  time  to  time.  No  serious  defects  in  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  such  places  were  found  during  the 
year.  One  of  the  eleven  bakehouses  is  partly  underground, 
but  it  is  kept  very  clean  and  lias  always  been  found 
satisfactory  when  inspected. 

Housing. 

(I.)  —  General  housing  conditions  in  the  district: — 

(1)  The  total  number  of  houses  at  the  end  of  1925  was 
about  1,720,  of  which  about  1,170  were  working-class 
dwellings. 
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(2)  (a)  The  present  shortage  of  dwelling-houses  is 
estimated  at  a  minimum  of  200.  At  the  end  of  1919 
the  shortage  was  estimated  at  291 ;  since  that  date 
109  working-class  dwellings  have  been  erected  but 
in  the  meantime  the  population  has  probably  increased 
to  a  slight  extent. 

(b)  The  Local  Authority’s  building  scheme  of  1920 
provided  for  the  erection  of  213  houses.  Of  this  total, 
54  were  built  in  1921  and  1922,  but  no  further  progress 
was  made.  A  scheme  is  now  in  hand  for  the  erection 
of  36  additional  houses. 

(3)  No  important  changes  in  population  have  taken  place 
in  recent  years  nor  are  any  anticipated. 

(II.) — Overcroivding : — 

(1)  The  present  extent  of  overcrowding  cannot  be 
definitely  stated  though  it  is  known  to  be  considerable. 

(2)  Overcrowding  is  principally  due  to  the  fact  that  many 
of  the  houses  contain  one  or  two  bedrooms  only  (36 
contain  one  bedroom  and  427  two  bedrooms).  There 
are  few  known  instances  of  more  than  one  family 
occupying  a  house. 

(3)  Overcrowding  cannot  be  dealt  with  satisfactorily 
until  more  new  houses  are  available.  At  present 
practically  every  house  in  the  town  is  occupied. 

(4)  Only  one  case  of  overcrowding  was  dealt  with  during 
the  year. 

(III.) — Fitness  of  houses  : — 

(1)  (a)  The  general  standard  of  the  old  working-class 
houses  is  poor;  the  new  houses  are  generally  of  good 
type. 

Over  200  houses  are  contained  in  common  courts, 
and  about  150  of  them  are  of  the  back-to-back  type. 
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(b)  Dampness,  dilapidation  and  defective  lighting  and 
ventilation  are  the  principal  delects  of  those  houses 
which  are  considered  to  be  unfit  for  habitation. 

(c)  The  most  serious  defects  are  inherent  in  the 
buildings  themselves  and  due  to  faulty  planning  and 
construction  ;  but  in  many  cases  the  defects  have 
been  aggravated  by  neglect  to  repair.  Misuse  by 
tenants,  though  often  the  cause  of  dirty  condition  of 
the  interior,  does  not  appear  to  be  a  frequent  cause 
of  dilapidation. 

(2)  Very  little  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  as 
regards  unfit  houses.  Two  houses  were  rendered 
thoroughly  fit  at  a  considerable  expense,  as  the  result 
of  statutory  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  and 
one  house  was  improved  as  the  result  of  informal 
action. 

(3)  Radical  measures,  though  necessary,  are  impracticable 
under  present  conditions  of  house  shortage;  but  the 
whole  housing  question  is  receiving  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  Corporation  who  are  determined 
to  do  all  that  lies  in  their  power  to  bring  about 
improvement. 

(4)  The  water  supply  in  practically  all  cases  is  from  the 
town  mains.  In  the  common  courts  the  supply  is  from 
standpipes,  either  in  the  yards  or  in  detached  wash¬ 
houses,  and  there  is  no  internal  supply.  All  closets 
are  cistern-flushed  water-closets.  In  the  courts  the 
closet  accommodation  is  inadequate,  and  this  applies 
in  most  cases  to  the  front  houses  abutting  on  the 
courts  also ;  but  elsewhere  the  rule  is  one  closet  per 
house. 

About  200  of  the  houses  are  without  sinks,  yard 
gullies  being  used  for  the  disposal  of  liquid  waste. 
Domestic  refuse  is  now  deposited  in  suitable  ash-bins 
in  most  cases. 
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No  measures  were  taken  in  1925  to  provide 
additional  sinks,  but  one  additional  water-closet  was 
provided. 

(IV.) — Unhealthy  areas: — 

No  part  of  the  town  has  been  represented  as  an 
unhealthy  area,  nor  have  any  formal  complaints  as  to 
unhealthy  areas  been  made.  The  unhealthy  areas  are 
small  in  extent  and  it  is  a  question  whether  they 
cannot  be  more  satisfactorily  dealt  with  house  by 
house  than  by  improvement  schemes.  This  question 
is  at  present  under  consideration. 

(V.) — Bye-laws  relating  to  houses ,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings ,  and 
to  tents ,  vans ,  sheds ,  etc. : — 

(1)  The  bye-laws  relating  to  new  buildings  were  revised 
in  1915,  and  conform  with  the  Local  Government 
Board’s  model  of  the  intermediate  series.  No  bye-laws 
relating  to  houses  let  in  lodgings  or  to  tents,  vans, 
sheds,  etc.,  are  in  force. 

(2)  Revision  of  the  building  bye-laws  is  now  under 
consideration  ;  if  any  alterations  are  made  they  will 
be  in  the  direction  of  lessening  restrictions  with  a 
view  to  the  encouragement  of  building.  There  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  need  at  present  for  bye-laws 
relating  to  houses  let  in  lodgiugs  or  to  tents,  vans, 
sheds,  etc. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year  : — 
(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  )  21 

(all  working-class  dwellings) 

(5)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts, 

By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  21 
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1. — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection.—  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housiug  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  11 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  11 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

2. -Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ..,  ...  1 


3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 


A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing , 

Act ,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of 
the  Housing  Act ,  1925...  ...  ...  Nil 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 
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Causes  of  Death  in 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  «»•  •••  •••  ••• 

51 

45 

l  Enteric  fever 

— 

_ 

2  Small-pox 

— 

— 

3  Measles 

— 

— 

4  Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

5  Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

G  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

7  Influenza 

1 

1 

8  Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

9  Meningococcal  meningitis  ... 

— 

— 

10  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

3 

5 

11  Other  tuberculous  diseases... 

— 

— 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

4 

9 

13  Rheumatic  fever 

1 

_ 

14  Diabetes 

— 

_  — 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

5 

1 

16  Heart  disease 

1 

6 

17  Arterio-sclerosis... 

— 

i-  .  _ 

18  Bronchitis 

7 

2 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

2 

20  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

3 

1 

21  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

- 

22  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

— 

_ 

23  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  ... 

1 

_ 

24  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

- 

25  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

2 

1 

26  Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

27  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition  ... 

— 

_ 

28  Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth 

2 

- 

29  Suicide 

_ 

30  Other  deaths  from  violence 

1 

2 

31  Other  defined  diseases 

17 

15 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis 

. 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year.  Total  ... 

6 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

Total  Births 

62 

61 

Legitimate 

57 

59 

Illegitimate 

5 

2 

Population 

7,294 

' 
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Abingdon  Rural  District. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of 

the  District. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  ...  ...  42,210  acres 


Estimated  Population  (1925)  ...  ...  10,780 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  2,316 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  2,372 

Rateable  Value  (1925)  ...  ...  ...  £99,459 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate...  ...  £325 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHAR¬ 
ACTER. — The  River  Thames,  which  here  takes  a  very 
irregular  and  winding  course,  forms  rather  more  than  half 
the  total  boundaries  of  the  district.  In  the  north  and  east 
the  country  is  hilly  ;  the  remainder  of  the  district  is  flat  on 
the  whole  with  an  altitude  mostly  between  200  and  300  feet. 
Near  the  river  the  geological  formations  are  chiefly  Alluvium 
and  Valley  Gravel.  Oxford  Clay,  Corallian  Beds  and 
Kimmeridge  Clay  of  the  Jurassic  system  form  the  main 
portion  of  the  rest  of  the  district.  The  Cretaceous  system 
is  represented  by  the  Upper  Greensand  and  Gault  Clay  south 
of  Drayton  and  by  an  outlier  of  Lower  Greensand  north¬ 
east  of  Wootton.  Agriculture  is  the  only  industry  of  any 
magnitude. 
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Births 


Deaths 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 

Total  M.  F. 

Legitimate  180  97  83 

Illegitimate  8 
140 


Birth-rate  17*4 


4  4 

Death-rate 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 
childbirth — From  Sepsis 

From  other  causes 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 
births: — Legitimate  22  Illegitimate  250 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  Whooping  Cough  ( all  ages) 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


13-0 

Nil 

3 


Total  32 
Nil 
1 

Nil 


Average  rates  for  the  10  years,  1915-1924: — 

Birth-rate  18T  Death-rate  12T  Infant  Mortality  74 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

2 

i — 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

13 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

1 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

12(all  forms) 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


One  of  the  four  fatal  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  one  of  the  two  fatal  cases  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
had  not  been  notified.  In  both  cases  death  occurred  in 
institutions  outside  the  district. 

No  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  has  been  found  necessary. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. — The  single  notified 
case  was  an  infant  who  was  born  in  a  maternity  home  in 
Oxford  and  received  treatment  at  the  Oxford  Eye  Hospital. 
No  permanent  injury  to  sight  resulted  from  the  disease. 

Of  the  three  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria,  two  occurred 
at  Cumnor  in  May,  the  third  at  Milton  in  November.  The 
first  case  at  Cumnor  was  a  child  attending  the  village  school. 
The  source  of  infection  could  not  be  discovered ;  four 
children  attending  the  same  school  had  previously  suffered 
from  sore  throat,  but  all  gave  negative  results  on  swabbing. 
The  second  case  probably  became  infected,  directly  or 
indirectly,  from  the  first  case,  as  the  two  families  were 
related  and  associated  with  each  other.  The  case  at  Milton 
was  an  adult,  and  no  source  of  infection  could  be  found. 
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Scarlet  Fever  broke  out  in  8  different  parishes;  but 
Milton,  with  6  cases,  and  Radley,  with  4  cases,  were  the 
only  parishes  with  more  than  one  case.  At  Milton  all  six 
cases  occurred  in  different  families,  and  all  were  school 
children,  but  two  different  schools  were  implicated,  and  two 
of  the  children  had  not  attended  school  within  the  limits  of 
the  incubation  period.  A  search  for  unrecognised  cases  was 
made  in  each  school  without  success,  and  the  opinion  was 
formed  that  the  disease  was  spread  out  of  school.  Not  less 
than  ten  days  elapsed  between  the  dates  of  onset  of  any 
two  of  the  cases.  All  the  Radley  cases  were  at  the  College. 

The  case  of  Enteric  was  an  example  of  infection  by 
the  Bacillus  Typhosus.  The  patient,  a  young  man,  lived  at 
the  Abingdon  sewage  farm,  in  the  parish  of  Sutton  Wick, 
and  was  employed  in  the  town  of  Abingdon.  No  clue  to  the 
source  of  infection  could  be  found.  Infection  at.  the  sewage 
farm  was  unlikely,  as,  although  specific  bacilli  of  the  disease 
undoubtedly  enter  the  sewage  from  time  to  time,  they  are 
known  to  be  incapable  of  surviving  for  long  under  the 
conditions  to  which  they  are  subjected,  and  experience  shows 
that  workers  on  such  farms  are  not  more  liable  to  the  disease 
than  the  average  person. 

OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.— Apart  from 
Influenza,  which  was  most  prevalent  in  February  and 
March,  and  Whooping  Cough,  which  was  prevalent  in  one 
parish  or  another  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  year, 
no  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  were 
evident.  No  school  was  closed  for  infectious  disease,  but 
the  attendance  at  Drayton  School  was  reduced  by  Whooping 
Cough  to  below  60  per  cent,  of  the  average  during  one 
week  in  October;  and  the  attendance  at  Marcham  School 
was  similarly  reduced  by  Influenza  during  one  week  in  March. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC.— The  Rural  District 
Council  have  authorised  bacteriological  examinations  for 
Diphtheria  Bacilli,  and  also  in  other  cases  or  suspected  cases 
of  infectious  disease,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  medical 
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officer  of  health.  In  addition  to  specimens  sent  from  the 
Abingdon  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  13  swabs  were  examined 
for  Diphtheria  Bacilli  at  the  Royal  Berks  Hospital — two 
gave  positive  results. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  practitioners  from  my 
office  at  the  cost  of  the  Council.  None  was  issued  during 
the  vear.  In  this  district,  Antitoxin  is  first  administered,  as 
a  rule,  at  the  Abingdon  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  to  which 
cases  and  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria  are  promptly  admitted 
at  the  request  of  the  medical  attendants. 

No  Schick  or  Dick  tests  for  susceptibility  to  Diphtheria 
and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively  have  been  carried  out,  nor 
have  the  recently  developed  artificial  methods  of  immuniza¬ 
tion  against  these  diseases  been  employed. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  5  years, 

1921— 1925. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  notifications 
received  in  each  of  the  5  years : — 


Diphtheria 

1921 

8 

1922 

17 

1923 

57 

1924 

12 

1925 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

25 

101 

114 

18 

15 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

12 

6 

8 

9 

10 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

... 

1 

2 

1 

5 

G 

With  the  exception  of  a  single  year  (1904)  this  district 
has  not  been  free  from  Diphtheria  throughout  any  one  of  the 
past  25  years ;  but  the  outbreak  of  1923  was  the  most 
extensive  in  the  records.  A  detailed  account  was  contained 
in  my  annual  report  for  that  year. 
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Scarlet  Fever  was  more  prevalent  during  1922  and 
1926  than  in  any  other  year  since  1890,  when  notification 
first  became  compulsory.  This  epidemic  also  has  been  dealt 
with  in  previous  reports. 

The  above  table  shows  that  the  obligation  to  notify 
acute  pneumonia  is  rarely  observed. 

The  four  cases  of  Enteric  (including  Paratyphoid)  in 
the  table  occurred  in  different  parishes,  and  in  no  instance 
could  the  source  of  infection  be  definitely  traced. 

I 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  District. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE  j 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL.— 
Tuberculosis. — The  Abingdon  Sanatorium  (20  beds), 
provided  by  the  County  Council,  is  situated  in  this  district, 
and  is  used  chiefly  for  advanced  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  cases  of  surgical  Tuberculosis  in  children. 
Institutional  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  also  provided  by 
the  County  Council  at  the  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium, 
Peppard  Common,  near  Reading. 

Fever  and  Smallpox. — Isolation  hospital  accommoda¬ 
tion  is  provided  by  the  Abingdon  Joint  Isolation  Hospital 
and  the  Abingdon  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital,  both  situated 
within  the  district. 

The  Joint  Hospital  District  consists  of  the  Urban  and 
Rural  Districts  of  Abingdon.  The  general  Isolation  Hospital 
was  erected  in  1900  and  extended  in  1905,  1922  and  1923, 
while  the  administration  block  was  extended  in  1915.  The 
hospital  now  consists  of  an  administration  block,  5  ward 
blocks,  a  discharging  block  with  bath  and  waiting  rooms,  a 
laundry  block,  disinfecting  chamber,  mortuary  and  motor- 
ambulance  house.  Three  of  the  ward  blocks  are  permanent 
buildings  with  a  total  capacity,  on  the  basis  of  144  square 
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feet  of  floor  space  per  bed,  of  38  beds.  The  remaining  two 
wards  are  wood  and  asbestos  army  huts  with  brick  annexes; 
one,  erected  at  the  end  of  1922,  is  divided  into  six  separate 
cubicles  (for  observation  cases),  each  containing  120  square 
feet  of  floor  space;  the  other,  erected  early  in  1923  and  used 
mainly  for  convalescents,  has  room  for  10  beds  with  144 
square  feet  of  floor  space  per  bed. 

From  time  to  time,  agreements  have  been  entered  into 
for  the  reception  of  patients  from  other  districts,  and  there 
are  now  13  districts  (including  Abingdon  Urban  and  Rural), 
with  a  total  area  of  nearly  700  square  miles  and  a  population 
of  about  103,000  using  the  hospital.  For  one  district  the 
agreement  is  for  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  only;  from  the 
remaining  districts  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric 
are  admitted,  and  cases  of  other  diseases,  e.g. — Cerebro-spinal 
Fever,  Erysipelas  and  Puerperal  Fever,  have  been  admitted 
in  exceptional  circumstances. 


During  1925,  the  following  cases,  totalling  138,  were 
admitted  : —  DISEASES. 
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Abingdon  Urban 

5 

4 

3 

•  •  • 

•  %  • 

2 

Abingdon  Rural 

13 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

4 

Bradfield  Rural 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Faringdon  Rural 

33 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

l 

•  •  • 

Hungerford  Rural 

15 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Wantage  Rural 

13 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Districts  in  Oxfordshire 

and  Wiltshire 

26 

6 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Totals 

108 

14 

4 

3 

l 

8 
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The  Smallpox  Hospital  is  a  small  iron  building  capable 
of  accommodating  one  or  two  patients  in  an  emergency. 
It  has  never  been  used. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — (a)  For  infectious  cases, 
the  motor  ambulance  belonging  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  is 
available. 

(b)  For  noil-infectious  and  accident  cases,  there  is  no 
provision,  excepting  the  Red  Cross  ambulance  stationed  at 
Abingdon. 

/ 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.— The  School 
Clinics  held  at  Abingdon  for  eye  defects  and  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  at  Abingdon  Sanatorium  are  available  for  the 
district,  and  the  arrangements  for  treatment  of  Venereal 
Diseases  and  for  X  ray  treatment  of  ringworm  are  as  given 
on  page  33  (Abingdon  Urban  District). 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.— The  staff  consists, 
in  addition  to  the  medical  officer  of  health,  of  the  sanitary 
inspector,  who  is  also  inspector  of  new  buildings  and  road 
surveyor  and  is  a  whole  time  officer.  Half  of  his  salary  as 
sanitary  inspector  is  repaid  by  the  County  Council  out  of 
Exchequer  grants.  One  clerk  also  is  employed. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— 
(a)  General. — District  nursing  is  carried  out  by  associations 
affiliated  with  the  County  Nursing  Association  in  the  Parishes 
of  Appleton  and  Eaton,  Fy field,  Tubney  and  Besselsleigh  ; 
Milton  and  Steventon  ;  Sunningwell  and  Radley  ;  Wootton 
and  the  parts  of  other  parishes  included  in  Boar’s  Hill  ; 
Cumnor;  Drayton,  Sutton  Courtenay  and  Sutton  Wick; 
Lyford  ;  and  Kingston  Bagpuize.  Subsidies  are  paid  by  the 
County  Council  for  Midwifery,  Maternity  and  Health  Visiting 
and  nursing  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  Measles. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases. — The  associations  named 
above  undertake  the  nursing  of  Measles  in  their  parishes. 
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MIDWIVES. — Eight  midwives  reside  and  practise  in 
the  district  and  some  of  the  midwives  resident  in  Abingdon 
and  Oxford  also  practise  in  the  district.  No  midwife  is 
employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Public  Health  Authority. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE.— The  following  adoptive 
Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  in  the  district : — 

ACTS. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

BYE-LAWS— 

Slaughter  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1908 

(Parishes  of  Cumnor,  North  and  South  Hinksey, 
Radley,  St.  Helen  Without,  Steventon,  Sutton 
Courtenay  and  Sutton  Wick.) 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  1900 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  1914 

REGULATIONS.— 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  1899 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the 
water  supply  of  each  parish  in  the  District : — 

Appleford. — Private  wells. 

Appleton  and  Eaton.— Private  wells. 

Bessels  Leigh. — Private  wells. 

CUMNOR. — A  few  houses  are  supplied  from  a  private  reservoir; 
the  remainder  are  dependent  upon  private  wells. 

Draycott  Moor.— Private  wells. 

Drayton. — Private  wells. 

Frilford. — Private  wells. 

Fyfield. — Estate  waterworks  supply  the  village.  There  are 
a  few  house  connections,  but  the  supply  is  mainly  by 
standpipes. 
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Garford. — Private  wells. 

Hinksey,  North. —The  village  of  Botley  has  a  piped  estate 
supply.  Private  wells  for  the  remainder  of  the  parish. 

Hinksey,  South. — Private  wells,  and  a  private  supply  by 
means  of  standpipes. 

Kingston  Bagpuize.— Private  wells. 

Lyford. — Private  wells. 

March  am. — Private  wells. 

Milton. — District  Council  supply  from  well  with  adits  in 
Milton  Hill  (Upper  Greensand).  A  few  house  connections, 
but  mainly  standpipes. 

Radley. — Private  wells. 

St.  Helen  Without.— Private  wells. 

STEVENTON. — District  Council  supply  from  adits  driven  into 
the  side  of  Milton  Hill  (Upper  Greensand).  Standpipes 
mainly. 

SUNNINGWELL. — The  villages  of  Sunning  well  and  Bay  worth 
are  supplied  from  District  Council  waterworks.  The 
water  is  collected  by  adits  in  the  Lower  Greensand  of 
Foxcombe  Hill  and  distributed  by  means  of  standpipes 
and  a  few  house  connections. 

Sutton  Courtenay. — Public  supply  from  an  artesian  boring, 
which,  after  passing  through  Kimmeridge  Clay,  taps  the 
Corallian  Beds.  Mainly  standpipes,  but  a  few  house 
connections  also. 

Sutton  Wick.— Private  wells. 

Tubney. — Private  wells. 

WOOTTON. — There  is  a  small  estate  supply  derived  from  adits 
in  the  Lower  Greensand  and  distributed  by  standpipes. 
Private  wells  also. 

WYTHAM. — Estate  supply  by  means  of  standpipes,  the 
water  is  derived  from  a  permanent  spring  in  the  hillside. 
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In  the  case  of  all  the  piped  supplies,  the  water  is  distributed 
on  the  constant  system.  No  shortage  of  public  supplies  was 
experienced  during  the  year ;  and  the  only  shortage  of 
private  supply,  so  far  as  is  known,  was  in  the  village  of 
Botley  where  the  estate  supply  was  at  times  irregular.  All 
the  public  supplies  were  analysed  during  the  year  and  all 
gave  satisfactory  results. 

Excepting  for  the  provision  of  a  public  supply  at  Sutton 
Courtenay,  which  was  completed  for  part  of  the  village  in 
1922  and  for  the  remainder  in  1923,  no  new  schemes  have 
been  carried  out  during  the  past  five  years. 

A  large  majority  of  the  private  wells  in  the  district  are  of 
the  shallow  type. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — There  is  no  system 
of  sewerage  in  the  district  other  than  the  private  plants, 
which  mostly  consist  of  septic  tanks  and  coke  filters,  at  the 
large  residences. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. — Many  of  the  larger 
houses  have  water  closets  which  discharge  into  cesspools  or 
into  septic  tanks;  the  closet  accommodation  of  the  smaller 
houses  in  the  district  consists  of  pail  privies  and  vault  privies. 
The  vault  privies  now  do  not  exceed  100  in  number,  as,  during 
the  past  five  or  six  years,  a  large  number  have  been  converted 
into  pail  privies.* 

SCAVENGING. — Systems  of  scavenging  have  been 
instituted  in  the  villages  of  Marcham,  Radley,  Kennington, 
Sutton  Courtenay,  Drayton,  Steven  ton  and  Milton.  At 
Marcham  nightsoil  is  included  in  the  collections,  which  are 
made  fortnightly  ;  elsewhere  scavenging  of  dry  refuse  only 
is  undertaken.  At  Sutton  Courtenay  and  Drayton  collections 

•  Throughout  the  text  of  this  report  the  term  pail  privy  or  pail  closet  is  used  to  denote 
a  form  of  closet  with  a  movable  receptacle  and  capable  of  being  used  as  an  earth  closet.  The 
term  earth  closet  is  a  misnomer  for  such  conveniences  unless  dry  earth  (for  which  ashes  are  not 
a  proper  substitute,)  is  constantly  used  and  this  is  very  rarely  the  case. 


62 


ABINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT, 


are  fortnightly ;  at  Radley,  Kennington,  Steventon  and 
Milton  collections  have  so  far  been  made  monthly,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  fortnightly  collections  will  shortly  be  substituted. 
The  scavenging  systems  for  Radley,  Kennington  and  Sutton 
Courtenay  were  first  instituted  in  1925. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. — Mr. 
W.  W.  Earwaker,  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  supplied  the 
following  information  : — 


No.  of  Different  Premises  visited  ... 

„  House-to-house  Inspections 

„  Inspections  and  Re-inspections 

„  Complaints  received 

„  Nuisances  discovered 

(  Intimation 


Notices  served 


Statutory 


„  Prosecutions 

Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 


517 

208 

815 

24 

38 

38 

1 

38 


No.  of  Nuisances  Abated — 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  etc.  ...  6 

„  Drains  and  Cesspools...  ...  ...  8 

„  Pigs  or  other  animals  ...  ...  3 

,,  Cow,  Slaughter  and  Bakehouses  ...  5 

,,  Deficient  or  impure  water  ...  ...  — 

,,  Foul  or  dilapidated  houses  ...  ...  3 

,,  Overcrowded  houses ...  ...  ...  2 

„  Houses  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  — 

„  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  etc....  ...  — 

„  Other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  H 
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No.  of  Premises  disinfected 

„  Water  samples  taken  for  examination 

„  Food  and  drug  samples 

„  Seizures  of  unsound  meat,  etc. 

„  W.C.’s  provided  ... 

„  Earth  closets  provided 

„  Wells  closed 

„  Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 

„  New  wells  sunk  ... 

„  Houses  connected  with  water  mains 

„  Water  certificates  granted  ... 

Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections  ... 


Common  Lodging  houses — No.  on  Register 


>> 


Milkshops 


„  No.  of  Inspections 
No.  on  Register 


Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  „ 


Slaughter  houses 
Bakehouses 


>> 


>> 


>> 


Milkshops  No.  of  Inspections 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  „ 


Slaughter  houses 

Bakehouses 

Piggeries 


>> 


»» 


jj 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 


I.  INSPECTIONS. 


Inspections  Number  of 

Premises.  made.  Written  notices.  Prosecutions 

1.  Factories  ...  ...  0  0  0 

(Including  factory  laundries). 


2.  Workshops  ...  18  0  0 

(Including  workshop  laundries.) 

3.  Workplaces  ...  0  0  0 


Totals  18  0  0 


II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 
Nil. 


III.  HOME  WORK.— OUTWORKERS  LISTS. 

Lists  received  from  employers 
(sending  twice  in  the  year). 
Nature  of  Work.  Lists.  Outworkers. 

Wearing  Apparel  ...  ...  1  3 

(Making,  etc.) 

Offences  in  connection  with  outworkers  Nil 


IV.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  Register. 

Bakehouses  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

•  •  • 

Number. 

11 

Others 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 
Nil. 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS.— 
These  mainly  consist  of  5  slaughter-houses  and  52  cowsheds 
or  dairy  farms.  All  the  slaughter-houses  are  wooden  buildings 
with  concrete  floors.  No  serious  faults  of  management  were 
found  during  the  year.  The  milking  sheds  generally  are 
of  fairly  good  construction.  The  yards  and  approaches  to 
the  sheds  have  frequently  been  found  in  a  dirty  state  owing 
to  accumulations  of  manure  and  defective  drainage. 

Although  instances  of  two  families  occupying  one  house 
are  occasionally  met  with,  there  are  no  houses  let  in  lodgings 
in  the  usually  accepted  meaning  of  the  term.  Very  few 
tents  and  vans  enter  the  district ;  and,  excepting  for 
shepherd’s  huts,  sheds  and  huts  are  rarely  used  as  dwellings. 

SCHOOLS. — See  pages  24  and  25. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK.— The  arrangements  for  supply  and  distribution 
of  milk  appear  to  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 


Minor  improvements  to  cowsheds  were  carried  out  during 
the  year.  In  three  cases  cowyards  were  cleansed  as  the 
result  of  informal  notices. 

No  action  was  taken  as  to  tuberculous  milk  or  tuber¬ 
culous  cattle,  and  no  samples  of  milk  were  examined 
bacteriologically. 

No  graded  milk  is  produced  in  the  district. 


MEAT. 

— Number  of  slaughter-houses  in 

the  district : — 

In  1020. 

In  January,  1925. 

In  December,  1925. 
2 

Registered 

2 

2 

Licensed 

— 

1 

3 

Total 


2 


3 


5 
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Ill  the  case  of  two  slaughter-houses  days  and  hours  of 
regular  slaughtering  have  been  notified  ;  in  the  remaining 
three  cases  the  amount  of  slaughtering  is  small  and  limited 
to  pigs,  and  the  times  are  irregular. 

Occasional  inspections  at  the  time  of  slaughtering  are 
made  ;  but  the  inspection  of  all  animals  at  the  time  of,  or 
immediately  after,  slaughtering  has  been  found  to  be 
impracticable.  The  only  meat  condemned  during  the  year 
was  the  carcase  of  a  pig  affected  with  swine  erysipelas.  Notice 
of  the  appearance  of  disease  was  given  by  the  owner,  and 
the  carcase  was  surrendered  and  disposed  of  by  burial. 

There  are  three  butchers’  shops  in  the  district ;  but  no 
stalls  from  which  meat  is  sold  have  been  set  up.  No  action 
under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  was  taken. 

OTHER  FOODS. — The  bakehouses  have  been  found 
fairly  satisfactory  on  inspection.  No  diseased  or  unsound 
articles  of  food,  other  than  meat,  have  been  discovered. 

Housing. 

(X.)  —  General  housing  conditions  in  the  district: — 

(1)  The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  about  2,500,  of  which  about  2,000 
were  working-class  dwellings.  During  the  year,  (J3 
houses  were  erected  by  private  persons  ;  43  in  the 
parishes  of  Radley  (14),  St.  Helen  Without  (3), 
Cumnor  (4),  Drayton  (5),  Sunningvvell  (4),  North 
Hinksey  (2),  South  Hinksey  (4),  Wrootton  (5), 
Tubney  (1)  and  Appleton  (1)  were  working-class 
dwellings. 

(2)  (a)  The  present  shortage  of  working-class  dwellings 
is  estimated  at  between  100  and  150. 

(b)  In  1920  the  Local  Authority  prepared  a  scheme 
for  the  erection  of  84  houses.  Of  these,  32  in  the 
parishes  of  Appleford  (4),  Appleton-with- Eaton  (2), 
Drayton  (4),  North  Hinksey  (2),  Radley  (4),  St.  Helen 
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Without  (2),  Steventon  (4),  Sunningwell  (4)  and 
Wootton  (6)  had  been  completed  by  the  end  of  1921. 
No  further  progress  could  be  made  with  this  scheme  ; 
but  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act, 

1924,  another  scheme  was  put  forward  ;  and,  at  the 
end  of  1925,  eight  houses  were  in  course  of  erection 
and  a  further  32  were  under  consideration. 

(3)  No  important  changes  in  population  took  place  during 

1925,  though  there  was  some  increase  in  the  parishes 
bordering  on  the  City  of  Oxford. 

No  marked  changes  are  anticipated  in  the  future, 
but  some  further  increase  of  population  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Oxford  and  of  the  Royal  Air  Force 
Depot  at  Milton  is  probable. 


(II.) — Overcrowding : — 

(1)  The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  in  the  district 
cannot  be  stated  definitely,  but  is  known  to  be 
considerable. 

(2)  Overcrowding  is  principally  due  to  the  fact  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  older  houses  contain  two 
bedrooms  only  and  consequently  are  unsuitable  for 
large  families.  Excepting  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  R.A.F.  Depot,  very  few  houses  are  occupied  by 
more  than  one  family. 

(3)  It  will  not  be  possible  to  deal  satisfactorily  with 
overcrowding  until  more  and  larger  houses  are 
available. 

(4)  Only  two  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
In  both  cases  the  overcrowding  Avas  abated  by 
arranging  for  some  members  of  the  family  to  lodge 
elsewhere, 
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(III.) — Fitness  of  Jlouscs  : — 

(1)  (a)  The  general  standard  of  the  working-class 
dwelling’s  is  poor,  as  a  large  number  are  old  and  of 
inferior  design  and  accommodation.  The  newer 
houses  are  satisfactory  on  the  whole. 

(b)  Dampness,  dilapidation  and  defective  lighting 
and  ventilation  are  the  principal  defects  of  the 
houses  which  are  considered  to  be  unfit  for  habitation. 

(c)  Lack  of  proper  management  and  supervision  by 
the  owners  is  evident  in  many  cases.  Misuse  by 
tenants  does  not  appear  to  be  a  prominent  cause  of 
dilapidation,  but  is  a  frequent  contributory  cause  of 
dirty  condition  of  the  interior  of  houses. 

(2)  (a)  and  ( b )  No  formal  action  was  taken  during  the 
year  under  either  the  Public  Health  Acts  or  the 
Housing  Acts,  but  41  houses  were  repaired  and 
improved  as  the  result  of  informal  notices. 

In  addition,  one  house  which  was  represented  in  1924 
as  unfit  for  habitation,  was  rendered  thoroughly  fit 
at  considerable  cost  to  the  owner.  In  this  case  no 
Closing  Order  was  made. 

(3)  At  present,  the  chief  difficulty  in  dealing  with  houses 
unfit  for  habitation  is  that  they  cannot  be  rendered 
fit  while  occupied,  and  there  is  rarely  other 
accommodation  available  for  the  occupants. 

(4)  The  conditions  of  water  supply  vary  in  different 
parishes,  but  shallow  wells  greatly  predominate.  In 
4  of  the  24  parishes  there  are  piped  supplies  provided 
and  maintained  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  in  fi 
other  parishes  piped  supplies  from  estate  waterworks 
are  available  for  the  whole  or  part  of  the  villages 
concerned. 
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Closet  accommodation  consists  chiefly  of  pail  privies, 
though  many  of  the  larger  houses  have  water-closets 
and  about  100  vault  privies  still  remain. 

Seven  villages  have  systems  of  public  scavenging ; 
elsewhere  domestic  refuse  is  disposed  of  on  gardens 
or  allotments.  There  is  no  public  sewerage  system 
in  the  district.  Many  of  the  large  houses  have 
small  purification  plants  for  sewage. 

(IV.) — Unhealthy  areas: — 

No  complaints  have  been  received  or  representations 
made  in  regard  to  unhealthy  areas.  The  unhealthy 
areas  are  of  very  small  extent  and  capable  of  being 
dealt  with  satisfactorily  house  by  house. 

(V.) — Bye-laws  relating  to  houses ,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings ,  and 
to  tents ,  vans ,  sheds ,  etc. : — 

(1)  The  bye-laws  relating  to  new  buildings  were  revised 
in  1914  and  are  based  upon  the  Local  Government 
Board’s  Model  of  the  Intermediate  Series  ;  the  chief 
variation  from  the  model  being  that  roofs  of 
combustible  material  are  permitted  under  certain 
safeguards  against  fire.  Subject  to  certain  restric¬ 
tions,  the  bye-laws  permit  the  walls  of  dwelling-houses 
to  be  constructed  of  wood  or  other  cheap  material. 

There  are  no  bye-laws  relating  to  houses  let  in  lodgings. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  tents,  vans  and  sheds  have  been 
in  force  since  1900. 

(2)  The  bye-laws  relating  to  new  buildings  give  consider¬ 
able  latitude  to  the  builder,  but  are  somewhat  more 
restrictive  than  the  present  Rural  Model ;  and  the 
latter  would  probably  be  better  suited  to  the  greater 
part  of  the  district. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  need  for  bye-laws 
relating  to  houses  let  in  lodgings. 


70 


AlilNGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  )  63 

(43  working-class  dwellings) 

(5)  With  State  assistance  under*  the  Housing  Acts: 

By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

By  other  bodies  or  persons ...  ...  ...  14 


1. — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection. — (H)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  208 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

2.  -Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ... 


•  •  i 


•  •  • 
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3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing , 

Act ,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of 

the  Housing  Act ,  1925...  ...  ...  Nil* 


;;  One  house,  which  was  represented  in  1924  as  unfit  for  habitation,  was  rendered  fit  during 
1925  without  a  Closing  Order  having  been  made. 


r 
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Causes  of  Death  in 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  Calses  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

60 

80 

1  Enteric  fever 

■ 

_ 

2  Smallpox 

— 

— 

3  Measles 

— 

_ 

4  Scarlet  fever 

— 

_ 

5  Whooping  cough 

— 

1 

6  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

7  Influenza 

4 

o 

O 

8  Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

9  Meningococcal  meningitis  ... 

— 

10  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

o 

2 

11  Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

1 

1 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

5 

13 

13  Rheumatic  fever... 

2 

_ 

14  Diabetes 

1 

1 

15  Cerebral  hajmorrhage,  etc.  ... 

o 

9 

16  Heart  disease 

3 

14 

17  Arterio-sclerosis ... 

— 

— 

18  Bronchitis 

5 

10 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

6 

6 

20  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

2 

— 

21  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

_ 

— 

22  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

23  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  ... 

2 

24  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

— 

25  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

1 

1 

26  Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

27  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition... 

— 

3 

28  Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth 

5 

1 

29  Suicide 

— 

— 

30  Other  deaths  from  violence 

1 

2 

31  Other  defined  diseases 

17 

12 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

1 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year.  Total  ... 

5 

1 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Total  Births 

101 

87 

Legitimate 

97 

83 

Illegitimate 

4 

4 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,780 
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Bradfield  Rural  District. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of 

the  District. 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  ...  ...  52,878  acres 


Estimated  Population  (1925)  ...  ...  14,330 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  3,327 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  3,408 

Rateable  Value  (1925)  ...  ...  ....  £126,050 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate...  ...  £455 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHAR¬ 
ACTER. — The  district  is  bounded  on  the  north-east  by  the 
Thames  and  intersected  by  its  tributaries,  the  Pang  and  the 
Kennet,  which  traverse  the  district  in  a  direction  mainly 
from  west  to  east.  The  valleys  of  the  Thames  and  Pang- 
are  narrow  for  the  greater  part  of  their  course  in  the  district, 
but  the  valley  of  the  Kennet  is  of  a  breadth  of  two  or  three 
miles  throughout.  Between  the  valleys  of  the  Thames  and 
Pang  the  country  consists  largely  of  chalk  hills,  at  points 
exceeding  600  feet  in  altitude  but  mainly  between  400  and 
600  feet.  In  parts,  the  chalk  is  covered  with  large  tracts  of 
clay  or  of  gravel,  and,  as  the  valley  of  the  Pang  is  approached, 
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considerable  areas  of  the  chalk  are  overlaid  by  the  Reading 
Reds.  A  tableland  of  about  300  feet  altitude  lies  between 
the  valleys  of  the  Pang  and  Kennet  and  here  the  geological 
formations  are  chiefly  London  Clay  and  Plateau  Gravel, 
though  the  Reading  Beds  and  Lower  Bagshot  Beds  also  are 
exposed  in  parts. 

The  Kennet  Valiev  is  chiefly  Gravel  and  Alluvium  and 

«/  «/ 

the  land  south  of  this  valley  consists  of  densely  wooded 
tableland  of  Plateau  Gravel  and  the  Lower  Bagshot  Beds, 
with  an  altitude  of  about  300  feet,  and  large  tracts  of 
London  Clay  at  a  lower  level. 

The  majority  of  the  population  is  contained  in  villages 
situated  on  Valley  Gravel  at  an  altitude  of  less  than  200  feet. 

Agriculture  is  the  only  industry  of  any  magnitude. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

( 

Legitimate  221 

116 

105  ) 

Births  -< 

i 

Illegitimate  16 

12 

d 

•  Birth-rate 

16-5 

Deaths 

177 

Death-rate 

12-3 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 

childbirth — From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 

births  : — Legitimate  54  Illegitimate  187  Total  63 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  3 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 

Average  rates  for  the  10  years,  1915-1924: — 

Birth-rate  16*4  Death-rate  12*4  Infant  Mortality  50 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 

Infectious  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

4* 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

. 

-  - 

_ 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

11 

— 

9  (all  forms) 

Erysipelas 

5 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

*  Including  one  case  removed  to  Reading  Isolation  Hospital 
bj  private  arrangement. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


0  —  1 

1  —  5 

5  —  10 

10  —  15 

15  —  20 

20  —  25 

25  —  35 

35  —  45 

45  —  55 

55  —  65 

65  and  upwards 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

1 

J 

i 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

9 

W 

•  •  « 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Totals 

4 

7 

1 

0 

6 

5 

0 

1 

All  the  fatal  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  bad  been 
duly  notified  ;  but  the  fatal  case  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  had  not  been  notified.  In  the  latter  case  death  took 
place  outside  the  district. 
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No  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  has  yet  been  found  necessary. 

Scarlet  Fever  broke  out  in  8  parishes,  of  which  Stratfield 
Mortimer,  with  7  cases,  Sulhamstead  and  Theale,  with  4  cases 
each,  and  Pangbourne  with  2  cases,  were  the  only  parishes 
with  more  than  one  case.  The  disease  was  mainly  of  a  very 
mild  type.  One  of  the  Mortimer  cases  was  a  “  return  case  ”. 

The  woman,  notified  as  suffering  from  Puerperal  Fever,  was 
attended  at  her  confinement  by  a  midwife  only.  Treatment 
was  carried  out  at  home  and  resulted  in  apparently  complete 
recovery.  The  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  received 
medical  treatment  at  home  and  the  infant  recovered  without 
permanent  injury  to  sight. 

OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.— Influenza  occurred  I 

more  or  less  throughout  the  year,  but  was  most  prevalent  in 
February  and  March.  Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  in 
parts  of  the  district  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 
Mumps  broke  out  in  May  and  showed  a  tendency  to  spread. 
Otherwise  no  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness  and 
invalidity  were  evident  during  the  year.  No  schools  were 
closed  for  infectious  disease,  but  the  attendance  at  each  of 
the  following  schools  was  reduced  to  below  60  per  cent,  by 
the  diseases  and  for  the  periods  specified  : — 

Ashampstead,  Chickenpox,  one  week  in  December. 

Upper  Basildon,  Whooping  Cough,  one  week  in  March.  I 

Beenham,  Mumps,  two  weeks  in  May  and  June. 

Bradfield  C.E.  Infants’,  Whooping  Cough,  fourteen  weeks, 

September — December. 

Bradfield  Dr.  Watney’s,  Influenza,  one  week  in  February. 

Streatley,  Mumps,  six  weeks  in  May  and  June. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC.— The  Local  Authority  I 
bears  the  cost  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  used  for  treatment 
and  also  of  all  bacteriological  examinations  necessary  in  the 
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interest  of  the  public  health.  Antitoxin  is  supplied  from  my 
office  and  during  the  year  6  doses  (8,000  units  each)  were 
issued  to  medical  practitioners.  Bacteriological  specimens 
examined  at  the  Royal  Berks  Hospital  consisted  of  13  swabs 
from  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  one  specimen  of 
sputum  for  Tuberculosis — all  gave  negative  results. 

The  Schick  and  Dick  tests  for  susceptibility  to  Diphtheria 
and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively  have  not  been  carried  out  up 
to  the  present,  nor  have  any  of  the  recently  developed 
methods  of  immunization  against  these  diseases  been  used. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  5  years, 

1921— 1925. 


The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  notifications 
received  in  each  of  the  5  years : — 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Diphtheria 

2G 

11 

4 

4 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

36 

45 

14 

21 

Erysipelas 

— 

2 

2 

5 

5 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

2 

3 

— 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Malaria 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

2 

— 

11 

10 

8 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

— 

3 

1 

— 

3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

7 

12 

17 

20 

11 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

— 

4 

1 

The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  in  1921  was 
the  highest  since  1907,  when  44  cases,  following  upon  93 
cases  in  the  previous  year,  were  notified.  In  1921,  18  of  the 
20  cases  occurred  in  one  parish,  where  evidence  of  spread  by 
means  of  unrecognised  cases  amongst  school  children  was 
obtained.  Since  that  year  not  more  than  two  or  three  cases 
have  arisen  in  any  one  locality.  Severe  attacks  have  been 
exceptional  during  the  past  five  years  ;  the  total  number  of 
deaths  due  to  the  disease  has  been  3,  of  which  2  took  place 
in  1921  and  1  in  1924. 
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During  the  past  five  years  no  death  had  been  attributed 
to  Scarlet  Fever,  which  on  the  whole  has  been  extremely 
mild.  Removal  to  hospital  is  as  a  rule  limited  to  cases  which 
require  special  nursing  and  cases  in  which  exceptional 
circumstances  render  isolation  at  home  impracticable  or 
inadvisable.  Only  14  per  cent,  of  notified  cases  have 
been  removed  in  the  five  years  ;  and,  as  regards  prevalence 
and  severity  of  the  disease,  this  district  does  not  compare 
unfavourably  with  others  in  which  removal  to  hospital  is  the 
rule. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  District. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL.— 

TUBERCULOSIS. — Institutional  treatment  is  provided  by  the 
County  Council  in  the  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium, 
Peppard  Common,  near  Reading,  and  the  Abingdon 
Sanatorium,  near  Abingdon. 

Fever. — Under  agreement,  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  are  admitted  to  Abingdon 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  situated  in  the  Abingdon  Rural 
District. 

Smallpox. — During  1925  the  district  became  incorporated 
in  the  South  Chilterns  (formerly  the  Henley  and  Wallingford) 
Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  District.  The  hospital  is  situated 
at  Pish  ill,  in  Henley  Rural  District,  Oxfordshire,  and  has 
accommodation  for  six  male  and  six  female  patients,  with 
ample  scope  for  extension. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES.— (a)  For  infectious  cases, 
oth  er  than  Smallpox,  the  motor  ambulance  belonging  to 
Abingdon  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  is  used.  Up  to  the 
present  no  ambulance  has  been  provided  for  the  South 
Chilterns  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital. 
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(b)  There  is  no  ambulance  in  the  district  for  non-infectious 
and  accident  cases,  but  a  Red  Cross  motor  ambulance, 
stationed  in  Reading',  and  the  motor  ambulance  of  the  Royal 
Berks  Hospital  can  be  utilised  for  appropriate  cases. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.— There  is 
no  maternity  and  child  welfare  centre  in  the  district. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  for  this  district  is  held  at 
the  Shire  Hall,  Reading,  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  in 
the  month  and  every  Saturday,  10 — 4  p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Royal  Berks 
Hospital,  Reading.  Men — Wednesdays  2  p.m. ;  Saturdays 
5  p.m.  Women — Wednesdays  5  p.m.  ;  Saturdays  3  p.m. 

Eve  Clinics  for  school  children  are  held  at  the  Shire 
Hall,  Reading,  by  arrangement,  and  X  ray  treatment  of 
ringworm  is  carried  out  in  Reading  by  arrangement. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY. — The  staff  consists,  in  addition  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  a  whole-time 
officer,  whose  only  other  duties  are  those  of  Inspector  of 
NeAv  Buildings. 

The  present  Inspector,  Mr.  T.  Harold  Windle,  holds  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Certificate  and  the  Meat  Inspectors’ 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  Half  of  his 
salary  is  repaid  by  the  County  .Council  out  of  Exchequer 
grants. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— 
(a)  General. — District  nursing  is  carried  out  by  associations 
affiliated  with  the  County  Nursing  Association  in  all  parishes, 
excepting  Beenham  and  Padworth,  which  are  covered  bv  an 
independent  private  association.  The  affiliated  associations 
receive  subsidies  from  the  County  Council  for  midwifery, 
maternity  and  health  visiting  and  for  nursing  patients 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  or  Measles. 
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(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases. — All  the  affiliated  associations 
undertake  the  nursing  of  Measles. 

MID  WIVES. — Fifteen  midwives  reside  and  practise  in 
the  district.  None  of  them  is  employed  or  subsidised  by  the 
public  health  authority. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. — The  following  adoptive 
Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  in  the  district : — 
ACTS. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Part  III. 

BYE-LAWS  as  to— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  1902. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  (structure  and  drainage),  190(1. 

Slaughterhouses  (Parishes  of  Pangbourne,  Stratfield 
Mortimer  and  Theale),  1920. 

REGULATIONS  as  to— 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  1887. 

Stratfield  Mortimer  Water  Supply,  1918. 

Connection  of  Drains  with  Sewers,  1913. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER, — The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the 
water  supply  of  each  parish — 

Aldermastox. — The  village  has  an  estate  supply  derived 
from  an  artesian  well  in  the  chalk,  and  delivered  by  piped 
service  (constant)  to  about  55  houses.  The  rest  of  the 
parish  depends  upon  ordinary  wells. 

Asiiampstead. — There  is  one  public  well  (deep  well  in  chalk) 
in  the  village.  Two  public  springs  in  outlying  parts 
supply  14  and  4  cottages  respectively.  Private  wells  for 
the  rest  of  the  parish,  mostly  deep  wells  in  the  chalk. 
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Basildon. — Partly  supplied  by  estate  waterworks — piped 
service  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk — and  partly  by 
private  wells  (some  deep  and  some  shallow)  in  the  chalk. 

Beech  Hill. — A  public  reservoir,  fed  by  a  land  spring  in 
the  gravel,  supplies  about  22  houses.  The  rest  of  the 
parish  depends  upon  private  shallow  wells. 

BEENHAM. — Private  wells  only,  mostly  sunk  either  in  gravel 
or  in  the  London  clay. 

Bradfield. — The  workhouse,  village  school,  about  60  houses 
and  4  farms  are  supplied  from  private  waterworks,  the 
owner  of  which  has  statutory  powers  to  supply  the  greater 
part  of  the  parish.  The  water  is  derived  from  deep  wells 
in  the  chalk.  The  supply  of  the  remainder  of  the  parish 
is  from  private  wells;  some  are  deep  wells  in  chalk  or  the 
Reading  beds,  other  shallow  wells  in  gravel  or  clay. 

Bucklebury. — Private  wells,  mainly  shallow  wells  in  clay  or 
gravel.  A  few  springs  also  are  utilised. 

Burghfield. — One  public  pump  (deep  well  in  chalk)  supplies 
about  20  houses;  one  public  pump  (shallow  well  in  gravel) 
supplies  12  houses;  two  public  shallow  wells  supply  a  few 
houses.  An  estate  supply,  derived  from  a  spring,  serves 
about  30  houses.  The  rest  of  the  houses  in  the  parish 
are  dependent  upon  private  wells — deep  wells  in  chalk  or 
Reading  beds  in  the  higher  parts,  shallow  wells  in  gravel 
in  the  lower  parts. 

Englefield. — A  few  houses  are  supplied  from  an  estate 
artesian  well  in  the  chalk.  The  rest  of  the  parish  depends 
upon  private  dug  wells  and  tube  wells,  mostly  sunk  in 
the  chalk. 

FRILSHAM. — Chiefly  private  wells,  both  deep  and  shallow, 
and  tapping  various  strata.  A  few  cottages  obtain  their 
supply  from  springs. 
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Grazeley. — Private  wells,  chiefly  deep  wells  tapping  veins 
of  sand  underlying  the  London  clay. 

Padworth. — Private  wells,  deep  and  shallow — the  latter 
mainly  in  gravel. 

Pangbourne. — About  350  houses  are  supplied  by  a  private 
company  (constant  supply  from  deep  wells).  Private 
dug  wells  and  tube  wells  in  the  rest  of  the  parish — in  the 
exposed  chalk  or  in  valley  gravel. 

PURLEY. — Some  16  houses  are  supplied  by  a  private  company, 
the  rest  of  the  parish  depends  upon  shallow  wells  in 
gravel  or  chalk. 

STANFORD  Dingley. — A  public  well  (deep  boring  in  chalk) 
supplies  about  20  houses.  Private  wells,  mostly  shallow 
in  gravel,  for  rest  of  parish. 

Stratfield  Mortimer. — The  District  Council’s  new  water¬ 
works  (deep  boring  in  chalk)  will  eventually  supply  the 
village  ;  house  connections  are  proceeding  and  229 
premises  are  now  supplied  from  this  source.  Remainder 
of  parish  dependent  upon  private  wells — deep  wells  in 
chalk  or  Reading  beds,  shallow  wells  in  gravel. 

STREATLEY. — Most  of  the  village  is  supplied  by  a  private 
company  (constant  service  from  deep  wells).  Some  houses 
are  supplied  from  estate  waterworks.  Private  wells  in 
chalk  for  the  rest  of  the  parish. 

SULHAM. —  Private  wells,  mostly  shallow  wells  in  gravel. 

Sulhamstead  Abbots.  )  Private  wells  tapping  various 

Sulhamstead  Bannister  |  formations.  Many  are  shallow 
(Lower  End).  }>  wells  in  gravel;  some  are  deep 

Sulhamstead  Bannister  |  wells  penetrating  the  Reading 

(Upper  End).  J  Beds. 
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THEALE. — There  are  five  public  tube  wells  in  the  village, 
driven  through  valley  gravel  into  chalk.  Private  shallow 
wells  in  gravel  and  tube  wells  in  chalk  for  the  rest  of 
the  parish. 

TiLEHURST. — Urban  part  of  parish  now  incorporated  in  the 
County  Borough  of  Reading.  The  remainder  is  partly 
supplied  by  a  private  company  and  partly  dependent 
upon  private  wells — deep  wells  in  the  Reading  Beds  and 
shallow  wells  in  gravel. 

Ufton  Nervet. — Private  wells,  mostly  shallow  wells  in  gravel. 

Wokefield. — An  estate  supply  from  a  deep  well  in  the  chalk 
serves  15  houses.  Private  wells  for  remainder  of  the 
houses,  which  are  few  in  number. 

Yattendon.— There  is  one  public  well  in  the  village  (deep 
well  in  chalk).  Private  waterworks  supply  about  30 
houses.  Private  deep  wells  in  chalk  for  rest  of  parish. 

In  the  case  of  all  the  piped  supplies  the  water  is  distributed 
on  the  constant  system  and  is  abundant  and  of  good  quality. 

No  new  public  supplies  were  provided  in  1925. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.— The  only  system  of 
sewerage,  provided  by  the  Local  Authority,  is  in  the  parish 
of  Pangbourne  where  sewering  of  the  village  and  construction 
of  disposal  works  were  completed  in  1913.  By  the  end  of 
1925,  312  premises  had  been  connected  with  the  sewers. 
The  sewers  are  on  the  separate  system  and  the  contents  of 
the  foul  sewers  are  propelled  into  the  main  outfall  sewers  by 
compressed  air  ejectors.  At  the  disposal  works  the  sewage 
is  treated  in  settling  and  septic  tanks,  continuous  coke  breeze 
filters,  and  finally  on  the  land. 

In  the  villages  of  Aldermaston,  Basildon  and  Streatley 
systems  of  sewerage  have  been  provided  by  the  owners  of  the 
estates,  and  the  sewage  is  disposed  of  by  broad  irrigation 
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after  preliminary  treatment  in  settling  tanks  in  the  cases  of 
Aldermaston  and  Streatley  and  filtration  in  the  case  of 
Basildon. 

Elsewhere  in  the  district  garden  treatment  of  sewage  is 
the  rule,  excepting  in  the  case  of  the  large  residences,  most 
of  which  have  water-carriage  systems  of  sewerage  and  small 
plants  for  disposal  of  sewage,  and  also  in  the  case  of  many 
of  the  smaller  houses  built  within  the  last  few  years,  for 
which,  on  the  advice  and  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  drainage  systems,  mostly  discharging 
into  septic  tanks  and  thence  into  sub-irrigation  drains, 
situated  on  the  premises,  have  been  provided. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.— In  addition  to  the 
water-closets  connected  with  public  or  estate  sewers,  most 
of  the  large  houses  and  many  of  the  recently  built  small 
houses  have  water-closets  discharging  either  into  cesspools 
or  else  into  small  purification  systems.  The  remaining  houses 
are  mostly  provided  with  pail-privies,  and  comparatively 
few  vault-privies  now  remain  in  the  district. 

SCAVENGING. — The  only  public  scavenging  in  the 
district  is  in  the  parish  of  Pangbourne  where  dry  refuse  is 
removed  weekly  and  disposed  of  by  tipping.  Schemes  for 
other  parishes  are  now  under  consideration. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT.— The 


following  is  a  summary  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  work 
during  the  year  : — 

No.  of  Different  Premises  visited  ... 

•  •  • 

...  637 

„  House-to-house  Inspections 

•  •  • 

...  107 

„  Inspections  and  Re-inspections 

•  •  • 

...  1442 

„  Complaints  received 

•  •  • 

42 

„  Nuisances  discovered 

•  •  • 

...  316 
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No.  of  Notices  served 


Intimation 


Statutory 


Prosecutions 


Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 

No.  of  Nuisances  Abated — 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  etc. 
Drains  and  Cesspools... 

Pigs  or  other  animals 
Cow,  Slaughter  and  Bakehouses 
Deficient  or  impure  water 
Foul  or  dilapidated  houses 
Overcrowded  houses  ... 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation 
Polluted  ditches,  streams,  etc.... 


5) 


>5 


Other  nuisances 


No.  of  Premises  disinfected 

Water  samples  taken  for  examination 
Food  and  drug  samples 
Seizures  of  unsound  meat,  etc. 

W.C.’s  provided  ... 

Earth  closets  provided 
Wells  closed 

Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 
New  wells  sunk  ... 

Houses  connected  with  water  mains 
Water  certificates  granted ... 

Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections  ... 


5) 


5> 


?» 
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» 


»» 


Common  Lodging  houses — No.  on  Register 
„  „  „  No.  of  Inspections 

Milkshops  No.  on  Register 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  „ 

Slaughter  houses 
Bakehouses 

Milkshops  No.  of  Inspections 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  „ 

Slaughter  houses 
Bakehouses 
Piggeries  „  „ 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 
I.  INSPECTIONS. 


>» 


»> 


j) 


» 


o 

129 

10 

19 

6 

92 

230 

46 

4 


1. 

2. 

3. 


Premises. 

Factories  ...  ...  8 

(Including  factory  laundries). 

Workshops  ...  61 

(Including  workshop  laundries.) 

Workplaces  ...  0 


Inspections  Number  of 

made.  Written  notices.  Prosecutions 


0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 


Totals 


69 


0 


0 


II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Found. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 

Want  of  cleanliness  3 


Other  offences 


0 


Number  of  Defects 
Referred 

Remedied.  to  H.M.  Prosecu- 
Inspector.  tions. 


3 

0 


0 

0 

0 


0 

0 


0 


Totals  3 
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III.  HOME  WORK. 

Nil. 

IV.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  Register. 

Number. 

Bakehouses  ... 

•••  •••  • • * 

19 

Others 

•••  • • •  ••• 

40 

59 

V. 

OTHER  MATTERS. 

Nil. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS.— 
Eight  of  the  ten  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  are  of  fairly 
satisfactory  construction  and  design  ;  the  remaining  two 
consist  of  outbuildings  converted  into  slaughter-houses  and 
not  very  well  adapted  to  the  purpose. 

Very  little  cause  of  complaint  as  to  cleanliness  and 
general  management  was  found  in  any  case;  and  the  amount 
of  diseased  or  unsound  meat  discovered  during  the  year  was 
comparatively  small. 

The  average  standard  of  cowsheds  and  dairy  farms  in 
the  district  is  high,  as  regards  both  structure  and  management ; 
and  the  few  milkshops  are  structurally  suitable  and  have 
been  found  clean  when  inspected. 

So  far  as  can  be  learned,  there  are  no  houses  let  in 
lodgings  in  the  accepted  meaning  of  the  term.  The  few 
living  vans  which  enter  the  district  are  kept  under  super¬ 
vision.  Excepting  for  shepherd’s  huts  and  occasional 
pleasure  or  training  camps,  tents,  huts  or  sheds  are  rarely 
used  as  dwellings. 


SCHOOLS. — See  pages  24  and  25. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — Arrangements  for  the  supply  and 
distribution  of  milk  appear  to  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of 
the  district,  and  the  milk  generally  is  of  good  quality. 

During  the  year  no  formal  action  was  taken  under  either 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  or  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds, 
and  Milkshops  Orders  ;  but  the  following  improvements  to 
milking  sheds  resulted  from  informal  representations,  viz. — 
New  floors  in  4  cases;  radical  improvements  to  lighting  and 
ventilation  in  6  cases;  construction  of  one  new  shed  in  place 
of  an  old  dilapidated  shed  ;  and  minor  improvements  in 
19  cases. 

No  action  was  taken  as  to  Tuberculous  milk  or  Tuber¬ 
culous  cattle.  Grade  A  (Tuberculin  Tested)  milk  is  produced 
under  licence  at  11  dairy  farms  in  the  district,  and  in  the  case 
of  2  of  the  farms  bottling  licences  also  have  been  granted. 

During  1925,  the  Local  Authority  granted  licences  to 
two  retailers  to  sell  Grade  A  (Tuberculin  Tested)  milk. 

During  the  year,  21  samples  of  Grade  A  (Tuberculin 
Tested)  milk  were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination. 
Of  12  samples  from  one  producer,  all  gave  uniformly  good 
results ;  of  9  samples  from  another  producer,  one  sample 
gave  a  total  bacterial  count  estimated  at  1,500,000  per  cubic 
centimetre,  and  B.  Coli  were  present  in  quantities  of 
one-hundredth  of  a  c.c.,  another  sample  gave  a  total  count  of 
18,600,  or  only  just  within  the  standard  (maximum  20,000 
per  c.c.),  and  the  remaining  samples  gave  very  good  results. 
In  the  case  of  the  bad  sample  there  was  delay  in  delivery  at 
the  laboratory,  which  may  have  accounted  in  part  for  the 
excess  of  bacteria. 
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MEAT. — The  numbers  of  private  slaughter-houses  in  the 
district  at  the  dates  mentioned  were  as  follows : — 


In  1920. 

In  January,  1925. 

In  December,  1925. 

Registered 

7 

8 

8 

Licensed 

0 

0 

2 

Total 

7 

8 

10 

In  the  case  of  seven  of  the  slaughter-houses  regular  days 
and  hours  of  slaughtering  have  been  notified  ;  very  little 
slaughtering  takes  place  in  the  remainder. 


Inspection  at  the  time  of  slaughtering  has  been  carried 
out  as  frequently  as  practicable  ;  but  it  would  be  impossible 
for  one  inspector,  even  though  he  devoted  his  whole  time  to 
this  duty,  to  inspect  all  animals  at  the  time  of,  or  within 
a  few  hours  after,  slaughtering. 


The  following  meat  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  food  : — 


Article. 

1  Sheep  carcase  with 
organs. 

1  Lamb  carcase  with 
organs. 

1  Pig  carcase  with 
organs. 

1  Sheep  carcase  with 
organs. 

Pigs  lungs. 


Reason  of  unfitness. 

Acute  Pleurisy. 

Emaciation. 

Acute  Swine 
Erysipelas. 

Fevered  carcase, 
badly  bled. 

Slight  Pneumonia. 


Method  of  disposal. 

Burnt. 

Taken  to  hunt 
kennels. 

Buried. 

Buried. 

Buried. 


Small  portion  of  pig  (not  Slight  Pneumonia.  Buried, 
intended  for  sale). 

All  the  above  were  surrendered  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


No  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924,  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  stalls,  shops,  stores  or 
vehicles.  No  meat  stalls  have  been  met  with  ;  the  shops 
have  been  found  satisfactory  on  the  whole,  and  no  instances 
of  conveyance  of  uncovered  meat  in  vehicles  have  been  noted. 
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OTHER  FOODS. — No  diseased  or  unsound  food,  other 
than  meat,  was  discovered  during  the  year.  The  bakehouses 
are  of  the  usual  rural  type,  but  are  generally  kept  as  well  as 
could  be  expected. 

Four  shops,  from  which  ice-cream  was  sold  during  the 
summer,  were  inspected  occasionally ;  the  utensils  were 
found  to  be  clean  and  the  conditions  of  storage  satisfactory. 

Housing. 

(I.) — General  housing  conditions  in  the  district: — 

(1)  The  total  number  of  houses  at  the  end  of  1925  was 
approximately  3,460,  of  which  about  2,730  were 
working-class  dwellings. 

During  the  year,  32  new  houses  were  erected,  and 
25  of  them,  in  the  parishes  of  Pangbourne  (4), 
Tilehurst  (1),  Bucklebury  (10),  Beech  Hill  (1), 
Bradfield  (1),  Burghfield  (2),  Padworth  (3),  Streatley 
(1),  Stratfield  Mortimer  (1)  and  Aldermaston  (1),  were 
working-class  dwellings.  Twelve  new  houses,  all 
privately  built,  were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

(2)  (a)  The  shortage  of  houses  at  the  end  of  1925  is 
estimated  at  between  150  and  200. 

(b)  The  Local  Authority’s  scheme  of  1920  provided 
for  the  erection  of  227  houses.  Of  these  a  total  of  97 


had  been  built  by  the  end 
parishes  : — 

of  1922,  in  the  folio 

wing 

Ashampstead 

10 

Pangbourne 

6 

Basildon 

12 

Stanford  Dingley 

2 

Bradfield 

14 

Stratfield  Mortimer 

4 

Bucklebury 

22 

Sulhamstead 

7 

Burghfield 

6 

Theale 

14 
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Farther  progress  was  stopped  by  the  Minister  of 
Health  and  has  not  since  been  resumed.  At  the  time 
the  original  scheme  was  drawn  up  very  little  private 
building  was  anticipated,  but  since  then  the  number 
of  privately  built  working-class  dwellings  has 
averaged  23  a  year.  The  majority  of  these  have  either 
been  built  for  employees  of  the  owners,  and  are 
therefore  in  a  sense  tied  houses,  or  else  built  for 
occupation  by  the  owners  or  as  a  speculative 
investment.  Excepting  on  the  large  estates,  very 
little  has  been  done  for  agricultural  labourers  and  other 
poorly  paid  workers,  a  class  most  in  need  of  houses  at 
the  present  time. 

(3J  No  important  changes  in  population  took  place 
during  the  year,  nor  is  there  reason  to  anticipate  any 
in  the  future. 


(II.) — Overcrowding : — 

(1)  The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  in  the  district 
cannot  be  stated  definitely,  but  is  believed  to  be 
small. 

(2)  The  cases  of  overcrowding  met  with  have  usually 
been  due  to  the  occupation  of  two-bedroomed  houses 
by  large  families.  Very  few  instances  of  occupation 
of  one  house  by  more  than  one  family  are  known. 

(3)  As  a  rule  it  is  possible  to  abate  overcrowding  either 
by  arranging  for  grown  up  sons  or  daughters  to 
sleep  elsewhere,  or  else  by  utilising  living-rooms  as 
bedrooms.  In  a  few  instances  overcrowded  families 
have  been  successful  in  obtaining  larger  houses. 

(4)  Three  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated  during  the 
year. 
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(III.) — Fitness  of  houses: — 

(1)  (a)  The  general  standard  of  the  working-class 
dwellings  is  above  the  average  for  an  agricultural 
district,  as  the  proportion  of  good  estate  cottages  and 
of  other  modern  houses  is  higher  than  usual.  There 
are,  however,  many  very  old  cottages  in  a  dilapidated 
state  and  with  inferior  accommodation. 

(7>)  Dampness  and  general  dilapidation  are  the  most 
frequent  defects  found  in  unfit  houses;  other  defects 
commonly  met  with  are  inadequate  lighting  and 
ventilation,  especially  in  the  old,  thatched  cottages. 

( c )  Lack  of  proper  management  and  supervision  by 
owners  is  not  a  prominent  feature,  taking  the  district 
as  a  whole.  Where  such  lack  is  met  with,  it  is 
usually  found  that  the  houses  belong  either  to  persons 
of  limited  means  or  to  persons  holding  only  a  life 
interest.  Misuse  by  tenants  is  rarely  a  contributory 
cause  of  dilapidation,  but  is  more  frequently  the 
cause  of  dirty  condition  of  the  interior  of  houses. 

(2)  (a)  During  the  year,  3  houses  were  repaired  and 
improved  in  consequence  of  statutory  notices  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts. 

In  addition,  37  houses  were  put  into  a  good  state  of 
repair  and  amenity  in  consequence  of  informal  action. 

( h )  Notices  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1925,  were  issued  in  respect  of  6  houses.  In  2  cases 
the  defects  were  remedied  by  the  owners ;  in  2  cases 
the  notices  had  not  expired  by  the  end  of  the  year ; 
and  in  the  remaining  cases  further  action  was 
postponed  for  a  time. 

Closing  Orders  were  issued  with  respect  to  17  houses. 
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During  the  past  three  years  good  progress  in  dealing 
with  defective  houses  has  been  made,  considering 
the  circumstances;  and  in  that  time  148  houses  have 
been  brought  to  a  high  standard  of  repair  and 
amenity,  as  a  consequence  of  either  formal  or  informal 
action. 

(3)  The  chief  difficulty  in  dealing  with  defective  houses 
is  met  with  in  the  case  of  those  which  are  unfit  for 
habitation  and  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  while 
still  occupied.  The  issue  of  Closing  Orders  in  such 
cases  has  been  restricted  by  the  lack  of  alternative 
accommodation  for  the  occupants. 

(4)  The  conditions  of  water  supply  vary  in  different 
parishes  but  private  wells  predominate.  Piped 
supplies  exist  in  parts  of  13  of  the  27  parishes, 
though,  excepting  in  Pangbourne  and  Mortimer,  the 
supply  is  mainly  by  standpipes.  In  the  parish  of 
Pangbourne  more  than  half  of  the  working-class 
dwellings  have  water-closets,  and  in  the  parishes  of 
Aldermaston,  Basildon,  and  Streatley  a  few  of  the 
houses  have  water-closets.  In  the  same  four  parishes 
most  of  the  houses  have  properly  drained  sinks. 
Elsewhere  iu  the  district  closet  accommodation  of 
the  older  working-class  dwellings  consists  almost 
entirely  of  pail  privies  and  vault  privies,  and  sinks 
and  drainage  are  exceptional.  Iu  the  recently  built 
houses,  however,  water-closets  and  sinks  with  drain¬ 
age  into  either  cesspools  or  small  purification  systems 
are  more  frequent.  Pangbourne  is  the  only  parish 
in  which  public  scavenging  is  carried  out. 

(IV.) — Unhealthy  areas: — 

No  part  of  the  district  has  ever  been  represented  as 
an  unhealthy  area.  The  unhealthy  areas  consist  in 
each  case  of  one  or  two  houses  only,  and  can  be 
satisfactorily  dealt  with  house  by  house. 
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(V.) — Bye-laws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and 
to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc. : — 

(1)  The  present  bye-laws  respecting  new  streets  and 
buildings  came  into  effect  in  1906.  Subject  to 
restrictions  as  to  superficial  area  and  cubic  capacity, 
and  distance  from  adjoining  lands  or  premises, 
and  provided  that  the  walls  to  a  height  of  at  least 
six  inches  above  the  ground  are  constructed  of 
bricks  or  other  hard  and  suitable  material  at  least 
9  inches  thick  with  proper  footings  and  foundations 
and  a  proper  damp  course,  single  houses  or  pairs  of 
houses  are  exempted  from  the  bye-laws  governing  the 
the  structure  of  walls.  With  this  exception,  the 
bye-laws  mainly  follow  the  urban  model.  New 
bye-laws,  based  upon  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  model 
for  rural  districts,  were  drawn  up  during  1925  and 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  informal  approval,  but  the 
provisions  of  certain  sections  have  not  yet  been  agreed 
upon,  and  formal  sanction  has  not  yet  been  sought. 

There  are  no  bye-laws  relating  to  houses  let  in 
lodgings  and  no  such  houses,  in  the  generally 
accepted  meaning  of  the  term,  are  known  to  exist 
in  the  district. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  tents,  vans,  sheds  and  similar 
structures  have  been  in  force  since  1902. 

(2)  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  need  for  new 
bye-laws  or  for  revision  of  existing  bye-laws,  excepting 
as  noted  above. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (h)  )  32 

(25  working-class  dwellings) 


(5)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 
By  the  Local  Authority 
By  other  bodies  or  persons... 


Acts 


•  •  • 


Nil 

12 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 
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1.  —Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection. — (1)  Total  Dumber  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  128 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  128 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  25 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

2.  -Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ..,  ...  37 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act ,  1925— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

0)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  Nil 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect,  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of 
the  Housing  Act ,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  17 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  17 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 


(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


in 


Nil 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  .Causes 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

78 

99 

1 

Enteric  fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

2 

Smallpox 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

3 

Measles 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

4 

Scarlet  fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  cough 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

6 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

7 

Influenza 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

8 

8 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

9 

Meningococcal  meningitis  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

•  •  • 

6 

5 

11 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

•  M 

— 

1 

12 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

13 

14 

13 

Rheumatic  fever... 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

14 

Diabetes 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

7 

16 

Heart  disease 

•  •  • 

12 

13 

17 

Arterio-sclerosis ... 

•  •  • 

5 

7 

18 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

o 

i> 

4 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  , 

•  •  • 

6 

3 

20 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

21 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

•  • 

1 

— 

22 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

— 

— 

23 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

25 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

4 

26 

Puerperal  sepsis 

•  •  • 

•  •  % 

— 

— 

27 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition... 

— 

1 

28 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth 

•  •  • 

2 

5 

29 

Suicide 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

_ 

30 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

31 

Other  defined  diseases 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

14 

19 

32 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year.  Total  ... 

•  •  • 

8 

7 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

Total  Births 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

128 

109 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

116 

105 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

4 

Population 

««• 

•  •  • 

14,330 
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Hunger  ford  Rural  District. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of 

i 

the  District. 

Area  (land  and  inland  water)  ...  ...  44,817  acres 


Estimated  Population  (1925)  ...  ...  8,588 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  2,018 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  2,034 

Rateable  Value  (1925)  ...  ...  ...  £49,493 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate...  ...  £206 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHAR¬ 
ACTER. — Excepting  for  strips  of  alluvium  and  gravel  in  the 
valleys  of  the  Rivers  Rennet  and  Lambourn,  and  a  small 
area  south  of  the  Rennet  where  the  Eocene  strata  are 
represented  by  the  Bagshot  Beds,  London  Clay  and 
Reading  Beds,  the  chalk  formation  prevails  throughout 
the  district — the  chalk  being  covered  in  parts  by  large  tracts 
of  clay  with  flints.  The  town  of  Hungerford  and  the 
villages  of  Lambourn  and  Rintbury  together  contain  about 
three-fourths  of  the  total  population  :  the  remainder  of  the 
district  is  sparsely  populated  and  consists  of  small  villages 
and  hamlets,  farms,  residential  properties,  chalk  downs  and 
woodlands.  Hungerford  lies  partly  on  the  chalk  and  partly 
on  the  gravel  and  alluvium  of  the  Rennet  valley;  Rintbury, 
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also  in  the  Rennet  valley,  is  mainly  on  the  chalk  and 
Lambourn  is  partly  on  the  chalk  and  partly  on  the  gravel  of 
the  Lambourn  valley.  The  altitude  of  the  valleys  is  mainly 
between  800  and  400  feet  above  sea  level,  the  chalk  hills 
range  mostly  between  400  and  600  feet,  while  Ink  pen 
Beacon,  the  highest  point,  reaches  a  height  of  950  feet. 

Hungerford  is  a  market  town  ;  the  neighbourhood  ol 
Lambourn  contains  many  racing  stables;  elsewhere  agricul¬ 
ture  is  the  only  industry  of  importance. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Births 


Total  M.  F. 
Legitimate  146  76  70 

Illegitimate  5  4  1 


Birth-rate  17*4 


Deaths 


116 


Death-rate 


13*5 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 

childbirth — From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 

births  Legitimate  82  Illegitimate  Nil  Total  79 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

„  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  1 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  1 

Average  rates  for  the  10  years,  1915-1924: — 

Birth-rate  19*6  Death-rate  13*9  Infant  Mortality  68 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Siiicill-pox  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

1 5 

j 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

■  ■  - 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

6  (all  forms) 

Erysipelas 

4 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Casks.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Pulmonary.  Non- Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


The  fatal  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  had  been 
duly  notified ;  but  one  of  the  two  fatal  cases  of  non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  had  not  been  notified — in  this  case  death  took 
place  in  a  hospital  outside  the  district. 
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No  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  has  yet  been  found 
necessary. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  consisted  of  8  in  the  parish 
of  Hungerford,  5  at  Lambourn,  3  at  Kintbury  and  one  each 
at  Avington  and  East  Shefford. 

Hungerford  remained  free  from  the  disease  from  February, 
1924,  until  February,  1925,  when  an  adult  living  in  an  outlying- 
part  of  the  parish  contracted  the  disease  from  an  unknown 
source.  In  March,  a  schoolboy  living  in  the  town  fell  ill;  but 
again  the  source  could  not  be  traced.  A  few  days  after  his 
return  from  hospital,  at  the  end  of  April,  four  other  members 

of  the  familv  contracted  the  disease.  A  child  who  did  not 

•/ 

attend  school  was  the  next  case,  in  July  ;  and  the  last  case, 
which  arose  in  December,  also  was  a  child  who  did  not  attend 
any  school.  Apart  from  the  four  “return  cases”,  the  notified 
cases  arose  singly  at  considerable  intervals  and  with  no 
apparent  connection  between  the  cases. 

At  Lambourn  all  five  cases  arose  within  a  period  of  seven 
weeks  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year ;  and  the  disease 
appeared  to  have  been  spread  by  means  of  mild,  unrecognised 
cases. 

The  Kintbury  cases  had  no  apparent  connection  with 
each  other  or  with  cases  in  other  parishes. 

The  type  of  disease  was  very  mild  on  the  whole. 

OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. — Influenza  was 
most  prevalent  in  February  and  March.  Whooping  Cough, 
which  had  been  prevalent  in  the  previous  year,  continued 
to  spread  during  the  first  two  months  of  1925.  No  other 
specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness  and  invalidity  were 
evident. 

No  schools  were  closed  for  infectious  disease,  but  the 
attendance  at  East  Garston  School  was  reduced  by  Mumps 
to  below  60  per  cent,  of  the  average  for  three  weeks  in  the 
month  of  November ;  the  attendance  at  Lambourn  Council 
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Infants’  School  was  similarly  reduced  by  Whooping  Cough 
during  six  weeks  in  January  and  February;  and  at  West 
Woodhay  by  Whooping  Cough  during  two  weeks  in  January 
and  February. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC.— The  Local  Authority 
bears  the  cost  of  all  bacteriological  examinations  made  in 
the  interests  of  the  public  health,  and  also  the  cost  of 
Diphtheria  Antitoxin  used  for  treatment. 

Specimens  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year  consisted  of  6  swabs  sent  to  the 
Royal  Berks  Hospital  and  2  swabs  sent  to  the  Clinical 
Research  Association — all  were  from  suspected  cases  of 
Diphtheria  and  all  gave  negative  results. 

Antitoxin  is  supplied  from  my  office  ;  and,  during  the 
year,  3  doses  (8,000  units  each)  were  issued  to  medical 
practitioners. 

Up  to  the  present  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests  of 
susceptibility  to  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively 
have  not  been  made  use  of,  nor  have  any  of  the  recently 
developed  methods  of  immunization  against  these  diseases 
been  practised. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  5  years, 

1921 — 1925. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  notifications 
received  in  each  of  the  5  years: — 


Diphtheria 

1921 

5 

1922 

p* 

0 

1923 

3 

1924 

6 

1925 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

21 

4 

6 

18 

Erysipelas 

— 

5 

4 

— 

4 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  F'ever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

.  ■  ■■ 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

6 

14 

11 

13 

12 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

1 

5 

— 
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Of  the  18  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  in  the  five  years, 
11  have  occurred  at  Kintbury,  in  which  parish  the  disease 
has  for  many  years  shown  a  tendency  to  break  out  either  in 
single  cases  or  in  groups  of  one  or  two  cases.  Only  one  of 
the  18  cases  proved  fatal. 

During  the  past  15  years,  Scarlet  Fever  outbreaks  have 
never  been  on  a  large  scale — the  highest  number  of  notified 
cases  having  been  2*8  per  1,000  of  population  in  1915  and 
again  in  1918.  No  death  was  due  to  the  disease  during  the 
the  five  years  1921  — 1925.  The  district  has  remained  free 
from  Enteric  Fever  since  1917,  when  a  single  case  was 
notified.  Pneumonia  is  rarely  notified  in  this  district. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  District. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL.— 
Tuberculosis. — Institutional  treatment  is  provided  by  the 
County  Council  in  the  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium, 
Peppard  Common,  near  Reading,  and  in  the  Abingdon 
Sanatorium,  near  Abingdon. 

Fever. — Under  agreement,  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  are  admitted  to  Abingdon 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital  in  Abingdon  Rural  District. 

Smallpox. — The  district  possesses  a  small  iron  hospital 
for  the  isolation  of  Smallpox,  but  it  has  never  been  used. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — (a)  For  infectious  cases 
the  motor  ambulance  belonging  to  Abingdon  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  is  available,  (b)  There  are  no  ambulance  facilities 
in  the  district  for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.— Eye  Clinics 
for  school  children  are  held  at  the  Technical  Institute, 
Hungerford,  and  the  Council  Schools,  Lambourn,  from  time 
to  time.  X  ray  treatment  of  ringworm  is  given  in  Reading 
by  arrangement.  There  is  no  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in 
the  district ;  the  nearest  is  held  at  the  Oddfellows’  Institute, 
Newbury,  on  the  2nd  Thursday  in  the  month,  1 — 4  p.m. 
The  nearest  clinic  provided  by  the  Berks  County  Council  for 
Venereal  Diseases  is  at  the  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading, 
the  times  for  men  being  Wednesdays  at  2  p.m.  and  Saturdays 
at  5  p.m.,  for  women  Wednesdays  at  5  p.m.  and  Saturdays 
at  3  p.m. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.— In  addition  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  staff  consists  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  W.  S.  Raine,  who  holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  Half  of  his 
salary  as  Sanitary  Inspector  is  repaid  by  the  County  Council 
out  of  Exchequer  grants.  Mr.  Raine  is  also  road  surveyor 
and  architect  to  the  Council’s  housing  scheme  and  is  allowed 
a  certain  amount  of  private  practice.  He  has  one  general 
clerk  and  a  temporary  assistant  for  the  housing  scheme. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— 
(a)  General. — There  are  four  district  nursing  associations, 
affiliated  with  the  County  Nursing  Association  and  receiving 
subsidies  from  the  County  Council  for  midwifery,  maternity 
and  health  visiting  and  for  nursing  patients  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  or  Measles.  One  is  for  the  parish  of  Hunger- 
ford,  another  for  the  parishes  of  Inkpen  and  West  Woodhay, 
a  third  for  the  parishes  of  Kintbury  and  Avington,  and  the 
fourth  for  Eastbury  in  the  parish  of  Lambourn  and  for  the 
parishes  of  East  Garston  and  East  and  Vrest  Shefford.  No 
nursing  arrangements  exist  in  the  remainder  of  the  district, 
which  consists  of  the  parish  of  Coombe  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  parish  of  Lambourn. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases.— Nursing  of  Measles  is 
carried  out  by  the  nursing  associations. 
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MIDWIVES. — Six  midwives  reside  and  practise  in  the 
district.  None  of  them  is  employed  or  subsidised  by  the 
public  health  authority. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE.— The  following  adoptive 
Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  in  the  district : — 

ACTS.— 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 


BYE-LAWS— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  1908. 

Cleansing  of  Footways  (in  Hungerford,  Kintbury  and 
Lambourn),  1909. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse  (Ditto),  1909. 

Cleansing  of  Privies  (Ditto),  1909. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  (Ditto),  1909. 

Keeping  of  Animals  (Ditto),  1909. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  (Structure  and  Drainage) 
(in  Hungerford,  Kintbury  and  Lambourn),  1909. 

New  Buildings  and  Drains  (P. Id. A. A. A.,  1890),  1900. 
REGULATIONS— 

Communications  between  Drains  and  Sewers,  1897. 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  1897. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the 
water  supply  of  each  parish — 

Ayington. — Private  wells — shallow  wells  in  gravel. 

COOMBE. — Private  wells  in  chalk — mostly  of  the  deep  type. 

East  Garston. — Private  wells  (shallow)  in  gravel  and  chalk. 

Hungerford. — The  town  is  supplied  by  a  private  company. 
The  water  is  obtained  from  a  well  in  the  exposed  chalk 
and  is  distributed  on  the  constant  system.  There  are 
now  388  connections  with  the  mains.  The  water  is  pure 
and  abundant. 

Inkpen. — A  portion  of  the  parish  is  supplied  from  estate 
waterworks — a  constant  supply  from  a  deep  well  in  the 
chalk  ;  the  remainder  is  dependent  upon  private  wells, 
most  of  which  penetrate  the  sands  of  the  Reading  Beds. 

Kintbury. — Private  wells  (mostly  in  exposed  chalk)  and 
springs. 

Lambourn. — Private  wells  in  exposed  chalk;  some  cottages 
at  Lambourn  Woodlands  are  dependent  upon  rain  water. 

East  Shefford. — Private  wells  in  exposed  chalk  or  in  valley 
gravel. 

West  Shefford. — Private  wells  in  gravel  and  exposed  chalk ; 
some  cottages  in  the  parish  are  dependent  upon  rain  water. 

WEST  Woodhay. — Private  wells — shallow  wells  in  gravel. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — The  only  part  of 
the  District  which  has  a  system  of  sewerage  is  the  town  of 
Hungerford.  There,  the  separate  system  is  adopted,  and  the 
contents  of  the  foul  sewers  are  conveyed  to  the  main  outfall 
sewer  partly  by  gravitation  and  partly  by  means  of  compressed 
air  ejectors.  At  the  outfall,  the  sewage  is  treated  in  sedimen¬ 
tation  and  septic  tanks  and  bacterial  filters,  the  final  effluent 
passing  into  the  Kennet. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.— In  the  town  of  Hunger- 
ford,  closet  accommodation  consists  almost  entirely  of  cistern- 
flushed  water-closets  connected  Avith  the  sewers.  Elsewhere, 
with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  larger  houses  which  have 
water-closets  discharging  into  cesspools  or  into  small 
purification  systems,  the  closets  are  pail  privies  and  vault 
privies — the  former  greatly  predominating. 


SCAVENGING. — Scavenging  systems  are  established 
in  the  town  of  Hungerford  and  the  villages  of  Lambourn 
and  Kintbury.  In  each  case  collections  are  made  once  a  week 
and  are  limited  to  dry  refuse.  The  systems  at  Lambourn 
and  Kintbury  were  instituted  in  1925,  and  at  Hungerford  in 
1924. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.-Mr. 
Raine,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  supplied  the  following 


information  : — 

No.  of  Different  Premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  212 

„  House-to-house  Inspections  ...  ...  38 

,,  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  ...  ...  269 

„  Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  19 


Nuisances  discovered 


)> 


Notices  served 


Intimation 

Statutory 


Prosecutions 


64 

48 

3 


Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 
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No.  of  Nuisances  Abated — 


As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  etc. 
„  Drains  and  Cesspools... 

„  Pigs  or  other  animals 
„  Cow,  Slaughter  and  Bakehouses 
„  Deficient  or  impure  water 
„  Foul  or  dilapidated  houses 
„  Overcrowded  houses  ... 

„  Houses  unfit  for  habitation 
„  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  etc _ 


>5 


Other  nuisances 


No.  of  Premises  disinfected 

„  Water  samples  taken  for  examination 
Food  and  drug  samples 
Seizures  of  unsound  meat,  etc. 

W.C.’s  provided  ... 

Earth  closets  provided 
Wrells  closed 

Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 
New  wells  sunk  ... 

Houses  connected  with  water  mains 
Water  certificates  granted ... 

Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections  ... 


7 

25 

2 

4 

1 

16 

3 

4 
1 
1 

33 


28 

2 


3 

28 
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Common  Lodging  houses — No.  on  Register 

>»  5?  No.  of  Inspections 

Milkshops  No.  on  Register 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  „  ,, 

Slaughter  houses  „  n 

Bakehouses  „  „ 

Milkshops  No.  of  Inspections 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  „  „ 

Slaughter  houses  ,,  ,, 

Bakehouses  „  „ 

Piggeries  „ 


15 
21 

9 

17 

6 

16 
32 
17 

1 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 
I.  INSPECTIONS. 


1. 

2. 

3. 


Inspections 

Premises.  made. 

Number  of 
Written  notices. 

Prosecutions 

Factories  ...  ...  1 

0 

0 

(Including  factory  laundries). 

Workshops  ...  36 

4 

0 

(Including  workshop  laundries.) 

Workplaces  ...  2 

0 

0 

Totals  39  4  0 


II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Found. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 

Want  of  cleanliness  4 

Want  of  drainage 

of  floors  ...  1 

Sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation  insufficient  1 


Number  of  Defects 
Referred 
Remedied.  to  H.M. 

Inspector. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

Totals  6 


HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Ill 


III.  HOME  WORK. — OUTWORKERS  LIST. 

Nil. 


IV.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  Register.  Number. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Total  at  end  of  year  ...  70 

V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 


Nil. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS.— 
The  chief  occupations  and  premises  coming  within  this 
category  are  slaughter-houses,  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milk- 
shops,  which  are  dealt  with  under  the  heading  of  Inspection 
and  Supervision  of  Food. 

No  houses  let  in  lodgings  are  known  in  the  district. 
Living  vans  are  rarely  met  with,  and  tents,  huts,  sheds,  etc., 
are  rarely  used  as  dwellings. 

SCHOOLS. — See  pages  24  and  25. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — Arrangements  for  the  supply  and 
distribution  of  milk  appear  to  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of 
the  district. 

In  addition  to  minor  improvements  to  cowsheds  during 
the  year,  new  floors  and  drainage  were  provided  in  two 
cases  as  the  result  of  informal  notices. 

The  dairies  and  milkshops  were  found  to  be  satisfactory 
on  inspection. 
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No  action  as  to  tuberculous  milk  or  tuberculous  cattle 
lias  yet  been  taken. 

No  “designated”  milk  is  produced  in  the  district,  and 
no  bacteriological  examinations  of  graded  or  other  milk 
have  been  made. 

MEAT. — Private  slaughter-houses  in  use  in  the  district 


at  the  dates  mentioned  were 

as  follows  : — 

In  1920. 

In  January,  1925. 

In  December,  1925. 

Registered 

0 

10 

9 

Licensed 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

0 

10 

9 

In  the  case  of  two  slaughter-houses  regular  days  and 
and  hours  of  slaughtering  have  been  notified  ;  in  the  remainder 
slaughtering  is  on  a  small  scale.  Inspections  at  the  time 
of  slaughtering  have  occasionally  been  made,  but  it  has  been 
found  impracticable  to  inspect  all  animals  at  the  time  of, 
or  within  a  few  hours  after,  slaughtering. 

During  the  year,  the  following  meat  was  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption: — two  forequarters  of  imported 
mutton  in  an  unsound  condition  and  two  beef  carcases,  with 
organs,  extensively  affected  with  Tuberculosis.  The  whole 
of  this  meat  was  surrendered  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
either  disposed  of  by  burial  or  else  sent  to  a  trout  farm  for 
boiling  and  subsequent  use  as  food  for  trout — in  either  case 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

No  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924,  was  taken. 

OTHER  FOODS. — Three  of  the  bakehouses  are  old  and 
in  poor  structural  condition ;  the  remaining  fourteen  are  fairly 
satisfactory.  No  serious  faults  of  management  were  met 
with  during  the  year. 
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Excepting  for  the  meat  mentioned  above,  no  diseased 
or  unsound  food  was  discovered. 

Housing. 

(I.)  —  General  housing  conditions  in  the  district: — 

(1)  The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  at  the  end 
of  1925  was  2,098,  of  which  about  1,880  were 
working-class  dwellings.  During  the  year,  18  houses 
were  built,  16  of  them  being  working-class  dwellings. 
Of  the  latter,  2  at  West  Woodhay  were  built  by 
private  persons,  and  8  at  East  Garston  and  6  at 
Eastbury  (Parish  of  Lambourn)  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

(2)  (a)  The  present  shortage  of  houses  (allowing  for 
those  in  course  of  erection)  is  estimated  at  about  100. 

(h)  The  Local  Authority’s  scheme  of  1920  provided 
for  the  erection  of  212  houses,  of  which  94  had  been 
built  when  further  progress  was  stopped.  A  new 
scheme  was  put  into  operation  during  1925,  and 
provided  for  the  erection  of  76  houses,  after  which 
the  needs  of  the  district  will  again  be  reviewed. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  each  scheme  : — 


1920 

No.  of  houses  No.  of  houses 

1925 

No.  of  houses 
erected  at 

No.  of  houses  in 
course  of 
erection  at 

proposed. 

erected. 

the  end  of  year. 

end  of  year. 

East  Garston 

16 

0 

8 

0 

Hungerford 

80 

36 

0 

20 

Tnkpen 

20 

18 

0 

0 

Kintbury 

30 

20 

0 

12 

Lambourn 

44 

20 

6 

18 

East  and  West  Shefford  22 

0 

0 

12 

Total 

212 

94 

14 

62 

— ...  ■ 

■  ■  , 
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Very  little  private  building  of  working-class  dwellings 
is  anticipated,  though  the' Local  Authority,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  has  increased  the 
subsidy  to  £100  per  house. 

(3)  No  important  changes  in  population  took  place  during 
the  year,  nor  are  any  important  changes  anticipated 
in  the  future. 

(II.) — Overcrowding : — 

(1)  The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  cannot  be 
stated,  but  is  believed  to  be  considerable. 

(2)  Overcrowding  is  principally  due  to  the  fact  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  older  dwellings  contains  only 
two  bedrooms  while  a  few  contain  only  one  bedroom. 
Few  instances  of  more  than  one  family  occupying  a 
house  are  known. 

(3)  Overcrowding  is  difficult  to  deal  with  at  the  present 
time,  as  it  mostly  occurs  in  localities  where  no 
vacant  houses  exist,  and  can  usually  be  abated  only 
by  arranging  for  some  of  the  occupants  to  lodge 
elsewhere.  Some  of  the  worst  cases  are  families 
occupying  low-rented  houses  and  incapable  of  paying 
higher  rents. 

(4)  During  the  year,  overcrowding  was  abated  in  three 
cases  only,  as  the  result  of  informal  action. 

(in.)  — Fitness  of  houses  : — 

(1)  (a)  The  general  standard  of  the  working-class 
dwellings  is  poor,  as  an  unusually  large  proportion 
of  them  are  very  old  and  worn-out  cottages.  The 
newer  houses  are  of  good  type  as  a  rule. 

( b )  Dampness  and  general  dilapidation  are  the  most 
frequent  defects  which  render  houses  unfit  for  habi¬ 
tation;  inadequate  lighting  and  ventilation  are  also 
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commonly  met  with,  particularly  in  the  old  thatched 
cottages  where  the  windows  are  often  extremely 
small  and  bedrooms  at  times  contain  no  secondary 
means  of  ventilation. 

(c)  Lack  of  proper  management  and  supervision  by 
owners  is  evident  in  many  parts  of  the  district. 
Misuse  by  tenants  is  not  a  prominent  cause  of 
dilapidations,  though  frequently  contributory  to  dirty 
state  of  interiors  of  houses. 

(2)  (a)  During  the  year,  the  defects  of  2  houses  were 
remedied  as  the  result  of  statutory  notices  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  and  of  13  houses  as  the  result  of 
informal  notices. 

( b )  In  the  case  of  4  houses  notices  under  Section  3 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1925,  were  served,  and  the  houses 
were  in  consequence  rendered  fit  for  occupation. 

One  house  was  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation,  but 
the  issue  of  a  Closing  Order  was  deferred  for  a  time. 

(3)  At  present  it  is  difficult  to  deal  with  houses  which 
are  unfit  for  habitation,  as  they  can  very  rarely  be 
rendered  fit  while  occupied  and  there  is  little  or  no 
alternative  accommodation  for  the  occupants. 

(4)  The  town  of  Hungerford  and  part  of  the  parish  of 
Inkpen  have  piped  water  supplies ;  elsewhere  the 
supply  is  mainly  from  private  wells.  At  Hungerford 
about  seven-eighths  of  the  working-class  dwellings 
have  internal  supplies  ;  the  remainder  depend  upon 
standpipes.  At  Inkpen  the  supply  is  principally  by 
standpipes  and  there  are  few  house  connections. 
In  the  town  of  Hungerford  closet  accommodation 
consists  almost  entirely  of  cistern-flushed  water- 
closets  ;  elsewhere  working-class  dwellings  are 
provided  with  either  pail  privies  or  vault  privies — 
the  former  greatly  predominating. 
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Excepting  in  Hungerford — where  about  three-fourths 
of  the  houses  have  sinks,  the  remainder  using  yard 
gullies— the  older  working-class  dwellings  are  mostly 
without  sinks  or  drainage  ;  but  most  of  the  newer 
houses  are  provided  with  both  sinks  and  drainage. 

Scavenging  is  limited  to  the  town  of  Hungerford 
and  the  villages  of  Lambourn  and  Kintbury. 


(IV.) — Unhealthy  areas: — 

No  part  of  the  district  has  ever  been  represented  as 
an  unhealthy  area.  The  unhealthy  areas  are  of  very 
small  extent  and  can  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with 
house  by  house. 

No  complaints  of  unhealthy  areas  were  made  during 
the  year. 


(V.) — Bye-laws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and 
to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc . : — 

(1)  Two  sets  of  building  bye-laws  are  in  force  in  the 
district :  one  set  applies  to  the  contributory  places 
of  Hungerford,  Kintbury  and  Lambourn,  and  follows 
the  urban  model,  but  has  the  exemption  clause, 
which,  subject  to  certain  restrictions,  permits 
dwellings  to  be  built  of  wood  or  other  cheap 
material ;  the  other  set  applies  to  the  rest  of  the 
district  and  is  the  usual  rural  model.  Bye-laws  relating 
to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.,  have  been  in  force  since 
1908.  There  are  no  bye-laws  relating  to  houses  let 
in  lodgings  and  no  houses  of  this  kind  are  known  to 
exist. 

(2)  Revision  of  the  building  bye-laws  is  now  under 
consideration, 


HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


117 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  )  18 

(16  working-class  dwellings) 

(5)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts : 

By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  14 

By  other  bodies  or  persons ...  ...  ...  2 

1. — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection. —  (T)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  29 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

2. -Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ..,  ...  13 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act ,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  4 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(0)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  A  cts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of 
the  Housing  Act ,  1925 — 

(1 )  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 


(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


in 


Nil 


•  •  • 
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Causes  of  Death  in 


HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT,  1925. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

61 

55 

1 

Enteric  fever 

— 

— 

2 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

3 

Measles 

— 

— 

4 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  cough 

1 

— 

6 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

7 

Influenza 

3 

1 

8 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

9 

Meningococcal  meningitis  ... 

— 

— 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

4 

4 

11 

Other  tuberculous  diseases... 

1 

1 

12 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

6 

3 

13 

Rheumatic  fever 

— 

— 

14 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

3 

6 

16 

Heart  disease 

12 

9 

17 

Arterio-sclerosis... 

3 

3 

18 

Bronchitis 

1 

— 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

4 

20 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

— 

1 

21 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

— 

22 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

— 

1 

23 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  ... 

1 

— 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

— 

25 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

1 

1 

26 

Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

27 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition 

— 

2 

28 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth 

4 

3 

29 

Suicide 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

30 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

31 

Other  defined  diseases 

•  •  • 

13 

12 

32 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year.  Total  ... 

•  •  • 

6 

6 

Illegitimate 

... 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Total  Biiiths 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

80 

71 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

76 

70 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

Population 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 
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Newbury  Urban  District. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of 

the  District. 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  ...  ...  1,829  acres 


Estimated  Population  (1925)  ...  ...  12,420 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  3,070 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  3,160 

Rateable  Value  (1925)  ...  ...  ...  £64,880 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate...  ...  £243 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHAR¬ 
ACTER. — Newbury  is  on  the  river  Kennet,  and  the  main 
part  of  the  town  is  situated  on  Valley  Gravel  (with  a  strip 
of  Alluvium  bordering  the  river  on  each  side)  overlying  the 
Chalk  or  the  Reading  Beds.  The  mean  altitude  here  is 
about  250  feet  above  sea  level.  In  the  south  of  the  district 
the  ground  rises  to  a  plateau  of  about  400  feet  altitude  and 
the  geological  formations  of  the  rising  ground  are  successively 
the  Reading  Beds,  London  Clay,  Bagshot  Beds  and  Plateau 
Gravel. 

The  chief  industries,  in  addition  to  the  usual  trades  of  a 
market  town,  are  engineering  and  joinery  works. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Births  j 

"  Legitimate  204 

94 

110  ) 

^  Illegitimate  13 

8 

>-  Birth-rate  17-4 

5  j 

Deaths 

148 

Death-rate  ...  11*9 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 

childbirth — From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 

births  Legitimate  83  Illegitimate  77  Total  83 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  1 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  1 

Average  rates  for  the  10  years,  1915-1924: — 

Birth-rate  16*6  Death-rate  14*5  Infant  Mortality  58 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

4 

3 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

36 

25 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

- 

____ 

-i 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

9  (all  forms) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


All  the  fatal  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  had  been 
duly  notified,  but  two  of  the  three  fatal  cases  of  non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  had  not  been  notified. 

No  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  has  yet  been  found 
necessary. 

The  first  of  the  four  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria  arose 
in  May  ;  the  patient  was  a  child  of  eighteen  months.  The 
second  case,  which  arose  early  in  July,  was  a  school-child, 
aged  5.  In  neither  case  could  any  source  of  infection  be 
found. 

The  third  case  was  a  boy  (J.G.)  of  12,  whose  illness 
commenced  on  August  10th.  He  was  a  scholar  of  the 
National  School  but  had  not  attended  since  August  3rd. 
The  attack  was  very  severe,  and  death  from  Diphtheritic 
.  paralysis  took  place  in  the  isolation  hospital  at  the  end  of 
the  sixth  week  of  illness.  The  source  of  infection  remained 
undiscovered  until  the  next  case  occurred.  This  was  a  girl 
(K.S.)  aged  12,  who  lived  in  the  same  court,  though  in  a 
different  house,  as  the  previous  case,  and  was  taken  ill  on 
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August  26th.  On  investigation,  it  was  found  that  a  relative 
(A.F.),  a  boy,  aged  6,  had  stayed  in  the  same  house  from 
August  7th  until  August  23rd,  when  he  returned  to  his  home 
near  London  and  was  accompanied  by  K.S.  The  latter 
remained  there  until  August  27th,  when  she  was  sent  back 
to  Newbury  because  she  had  developed  a  sore  throat  on  the 
previous  day.  The  child,  A.F.,  had  been  sent  to  his  relatives 
at  Newbury  to  recuperate  after  an  illness,  which,  according 
to  the  statement  made  to  me,  his  mother  had  said  was  the 
result  of  ice-cream  poisoning.  No  intimation  that  he  had 
had  Diphtheria  was  given.  While  in  Newbury  he  “  lost  the 
use  of  his  legs  ”,  which  statement,  together  with  other 
evidence,  led  me  to  suspect  paralysis  following  an  attack  of 
Diphtheria.  On  enquiry  of  the  medical  officer  of  health  of 
his  own  district,  I  found  that  A.F.  bad  Diphtheria  on  July  5th 
and  was  isolated  at  home  until  July  31st,  when  he  was 
discharged  from  isolation  after  two  successive  swabs  of  his 
throat  had  given  negative  results.  Soon  after  his  arrival  at 
Newbury,  A.F.  had  made  the  acquaintance  of  J.G.,  with 
whom  he  had  associated  up  to  the  time  of  the  latter’s  illness. 
No  doubt  A.F.  infected  both  J.G.  and  K.S. 

Scarlet  Fever  first  appeared  in  the  town  in  March,  and 
the  cases  were  spread  over  the  rest  of  the  year.  Of  the 
36  cases,  26  were  primary  and  10  secondary  to  previous 
cases  in  a  family.  Sixteen  of  the  primary  cases  were  school- 
children,  but  six  different  schools  or  departments  were 
involved  and  only  one  had  more  than  a  case  or  two.  The 
exception  was  the  Council  Infants’  School,  where  8  cases 
occurred— 3  in  June,  1  in  July,  3  in  September  and  1  in 
October.  This  school  was  visited  on  many  occasions  in 
search  of  unrecognised  cases,  but  none  was  found,  although 
the  disease  appeared  to  be  spread  by  such  cases.  The  type 
was  very  mild  on  the  whole.  In  two  of  the  cases  infection 
was  imported  from  another  district. 

The  three  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  were  : — A  girl  of  15, 
who  was  taken  ill  about  the  middle  of  August.  She  left  school 
in  the  previous  May  and  had  lived  at  home,  without  occupa- 
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tion,  ever  since,  excepting  for  a  week’s  holiday  in  Devonshire 
during  which  she  was  taken  ill.  This  was  a  severe  case, 
the  paralysis  involving  both  legs  and  one  arm,  and  she  was 
admitted  to  the  Wingfield  Orthopsedic  Hospital,  Headington, 
Oxford,  where  she  still  remains  under  treatment. 

A  boy  of  15,  who  worked  as  errand  boy  at  a  grocery  in 
Newbury,  but  lived  at  West  Woodhay,  in  Hungerford  Rural 
District,  and  daily  cycled  to  and  from  his  work.  He  also 
was  attacked  about  the  middle  of  August,  and  early  in 
September  was  admitted  to  the  Newbury  District  Hospital 
where  he  was  treated  under  the  supervision  of  an  orthopaedic 
surgeon.  This  case  was  attended  with  extensive  paralysis 
and  subsequent  wasting  of  muscles  involving  all  four  limbs. 
Arrangements  are  now  being  made  for  massage  and  electrical 
treatment  at  an  institution. 

The  third  case  was  a  boy  aged  10,  who  attended  the 
Council  Schools.  Illness  commenced  early  in  September. 
Both  legs  became  partly  paralysed,  but  improvement  soon 
became  evident  and  complete  recovery  is  probable.  This 
case  was  treated  at  home  where  the  conditions  were 
favourable. 

In  spite  of  thorough  investigation,  no  connection  between 
these  cases  could  be  traced,  nor  could  any  evidence  of  the 
occurrence  of  mild  or  abortive  cases  of  the  disease  be  found. 

The  notified  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  attended  at 
confinement  by  a  midwife  only.  Complete  recovery  took 
place. 

Although  no  case  of  Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 
was  notified,  one  death  from  this  disease  is  included  in  the 
table  at  the  end  of  this  section  of  the  report.  Death  took 
place  in  the  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading,  in  the  beginning 
of  July.  The  deceased  was  a  boy  of  7  years,  who  was  ill 
only  four  days. 
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OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.-Apart  from  Influenza, 
whicli  was  most  prevalent  in  February  and  March,  and 
Whooping*  Cough,  which  broke  out  in  the  spring  but  did  not 
spread  very  extensively,  no  specially  noteworthy  causes  of 
sickness  and  invalidity,  other  than  notifiable  diseases,  were 
evident  during  the  year. 

No  school  was  closed  for  infectious  disease,  nor  was  the 
attendance  at  any  school  reduced  to  below  60  per  cent,  of 
the  average. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC.— The  Local  Authority 
bears  the  cost  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  and  also  the  cost  of 
all  bacteriological  examinations  necessary  in  the  interests  of 
the  public  health. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  medical  practitioners 
from  my  office  ;  and  during  the  year  two  doses  (8,000  units 
each)  were  issued.  Including  specimens  sent  from  the 
isolation  hospital,  80  swabs  were  examined  for  Diphtheria 
Bacilli  (76  at  the  Clinical  Research  Association’s  laboratory 
and  4  at  the  laboratory  of  the  Royal  Berks  Hospital)  and 
positive  results  were  obtained  in  19  cases.  Tests  of  virulence 
were  made  on  two  occasions  in  the  case  of  bacilli  obtained 
from  a  persistent  carrier. 

The  Schick  and  Dick  tests  of  susceptibility  to  Diphtheria 
and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively  have  not  as  yet  been  made 
use  of  in  the  town,  nor  have  any  of  the  recently  developed 
methods  of  artificial  immunization  against  these  diseases 
been  practised. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  5  years, 

1921  — 1925. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  notifications 
during  each  of  the  5  years  : — 


Diphtheria 

1921 

18 

1922 

11 

1923 

8 

1924 

7 

1925 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

45 

14 

4 

14 

36 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.  - 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

10 

12 

14 

8 

9 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

4 

4 

4 

Throughout  only  one  of  the  past  25  3Tears,  viz. : — 1907,  has 
the  town  been  entirely  free  from  Diphtheria,  and  at  times 
outbreaks  of  the  disease  have  been  fairly  extensive  and 
severe.  During  the  past  five  years  the  majority  of  the  cases 
have  been  of  mild  character  and  only  two  deaths  have 
occurred.  Swabbing  of  suspicious  cases  of  sore  throat  is 
now  generally  practised  ;  and  all  cases  of  Diphtheria  receive 
adequate  doses  ot  antitoxin,  though  in  cases  which  can  be 
removed  to  the  isolation  hospital  without  delay  this  remedy 
is  usually  first  administered  in  that  institution. 

The  records  of  the  town  show  that  Scarlet  Fever  tends 
to  a  high  prevalence  during  two,  or  occasionally  three, 
successive  years,  which  are  followed  by  three  or  four  years  of 
low  prevalence.  The  disease  has  been  of  a  mild  type  for 
many  years,  and  no  fatal  case  has  occurred  since  1917. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  District. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL.— 
Tuberculosis  Hospitals  are  provided  by  the  County  Council, 
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and  consist  of  the  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium, 
Peppard  Common,  near  Reading,  and  the  Abingdon 
Sanatorium,  just  outside  the  town  of  Abingdon. 

The  General  Isolation  Hospital  was  provided  by  Newbury 
Urban  District,  but  cases  are  admitted  from  Newbury  Rural 
District,  under  an  agreement,  and  the  management  of  the 
hospital  is  vested  in  a  joint  board  composed  of  members  of 
both  District  Councils.  The  hospital  is  situated  at  Wash 
Common,  within  the  town,  about  2  miles  from  its  centre,  and 
contains  (1  wards  with  a  total  accommodation  for  28  patients. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital,  erected  in  1920  jointly  by  the 
Newbury  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils,  is  situated  in 
Newbury  Rural  District  about  a  mile  from  the  western 
boundary  of  the  town.  (See  page  153.) 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — (a)  For  infectious  cases 
a  horse  ambulance  is  used,  (b)  For  non-infectious  and 
accident  cases  a  Red  Cross  motor  ambulance  stationed  in 
the  town  is  available. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.— The  clinics 
and  treatment  centres  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  are 
held  at  Greenham  House,  and  consist  of  a  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  every  Friday  from  2  to  4.30  p.m.;  an 
Inspection  Clinic,  held  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  every 
Wednesday  in  term,  from  10.30  a.m.,  at  which  directions  for 
the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  are  given  to  the  School 
Nurse,  who,  for  the  purposes  of  such  treatment,  attends  every 
morning  from  9.30  a.m.  ;  an  Eye  Clinic  for  elementary 
school  children,  held  from  time  to  time  as  the  cases  requiring 
treatment  accumulate.  No  clinic  for  X  ray  treatment  of 
ringworm  is  held,  but  cases  are  sent  to  Reading  for 
treatment. 

The  County  Council  provides  centres  for  the  treatment 
of  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases.  The  County  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer  attends  a  dispensary  at  the  Oddfellows  Hall 
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on  the  second  Thursday  in  every  month,  1 — 4  p.m.  The 
nearest  centre  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  is  at 
the  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading,  the  days  and  hours 
being: — for  Men — Wednesdays  2  p.m.;  Saturdays  5  p.m.; 
for  Women — Wednesdays  5  p.m. ;  Saturdays  3  p.m. 

An  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  provided  by  the  Central  Committee 
for  the  Care  of  Cripples,  a  voluntary  association,  is  held  every 
Tuesday  at  Greenham  House  at  1.30  p.m. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.— In  addition  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  sanitary  staff  consists  of  Mr. 
Bowes,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  the  Surveyor,  and 
who  has  one  general  assistant,  and  Miss  Poulton,  the  Health 
Visitor,  who  is  also  School  Nurse.  Both  officials  give  their 
whole  time  to  their  public  duties. 

Mr.  Bowes  holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Certificate  of 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  Half  of  his  salary  as  Sanitary 
Inspector  is  repaid  by  the  County  Council  out  of  Exchequer 
grants. 

Nurse  Poulton  holds  the  certificate  for  Health  Visitors  and 
School  Nurses  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  also  the 
Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  Half  of  her 
salary  as  Health  Visitor  is  repaid  in  the  form  of  grants  to  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  scheme. 


PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.- 
( a )  General. — District  nursing  is  carried  out  in  the  town 
by  the  Newbury  and  District  Nursing  Association,  which  is 
affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association  and  receives, 
through  the  latter,  subsidies  from  the  County  Council  for 
Midwifery  and  for  nursing  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  Measles. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases.— Nursing  of  Measles  is 
undertaken  by  the  District  Nurses. 
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MIDWIVES. — Eight  midwives  reside  and  practise  in  the 
town  and  some  of  them  practise  in  the  adjoining  rural  district 
also.  No  subsidies  are  paid  by  the  Local  Authority. 

CHEMICAL  WORK. — Chemical  analyses  are  conducted 
in  the  laboratories  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health, 
the  Principal  of  which  is  the  Public  Analyst  to  the  town. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE.— The  following  local  Act, 
adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  in  the 
district : — 

ACTS. 

Newbury  Corporation  Act,  1925. 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  Part  III,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

(With  the  exceptions  of  Sections  25,  68,  76,  77. 

78, 

82,  83,  86,  89  and  95). 

BYE-LAWS  as  to— 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1904 

Slaughter  houses  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1905 

Cleansing  of  Footways 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1909 

Removal  of  Refuse 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1909 

Cleansing  of  Privies 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1909 

Public  Cemeteries... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1910 

Prevention  of  Nuisances 

#  •  •  •  •  • 

1909 

Keeping  of  Animals 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1909 

Carriage  of  Offensive  Matter 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1909 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  (structure 

and  drainage) 

1909 

Secondary  Means  of  Access  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1909 

New  Buildings,  additional  powers 

«  •  w  •  •  • 

1909 

Drainage  of  Existing  Buildings 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1909 

Paving  of  Yards 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1909 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

•  t  •  •  t  • 

1917 
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REGULATIONS  as  to— 

Communications  between  Drains  and  Sewers  ...  1895 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  1905 

Under  Section  51  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1907,  the  Council,  on  Jan.  let,  1924,  declared  by  order 
the  following  to  be  offensive  trades,  in  addition  to  those 
specified  in  Section  112  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
viz. : — the  trade,  business  or  manufacture  of  a  Blood  Drier, 
Tanner,  Leather  Dresser,  Fat  Melter  or  Fat  Extractor,  Glue 
Maker,  Size  Maker,  Gut  Scraper,  Rag  and  Bone  Dealer, 
Dealer  in  Hides  and  Skins,  and  Fish  Frier. 

The  order  received  the  confirmation  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — On  September  30th,  1925,  the  waterworks, 
which  supply  the  town  and  were  formerly  owned  by  a  private 
company,  became  the  property  of  the  Local  Authority  by 
virtue  of  the  Newbury  Corporation  Act,  1925.  The  water, 
which  is  derived  from  wells  in  the  chalk  and  is  supplied  on 
the  constant  system,  is  abundant  and  pure  though  rather  hard. 

A  few  private  wells  still  exist,  but  the  majority  of  the 
houses  are  supplied  from  the  public  mains. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.— The  whole  of  the 
town  is  sewered  on  the  separate  system  and  every  house  is 
connected  with  the  sewers.  At  the  outfall  of  the  foul 
sewers,  which  is  situated  in  Newbury  Rural  District  and  to 
which  the  sewage  has  to  be  pumped,  treatment  is  carried 
out  in  settling  tanks  and  filters  followed  by  intermittent 
downward  filtration  on  the  land.  Since  additional  laud  was 
brought  into  use  in  1914  the  treatment  of  the  sewage  at  the 
disposal  works  has  been  satisfactory. 
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The  growth  of  the  town  on  the  south  side  has,  in  certain 
circumstances,  outstripped  the  carrying  capacity  of  the 
existing  system  at  the  point  where  the  sewers  cross  the  Great 
Western  Railway,  and  the  Local  Authority  is  at  present 
considering  the  construction  of  an  auxiliary  sewage  disposal 
works  to  deal  with  the  excess.  These  works  would  be  fed 
by  gravitation  and  would  be  at  a  point  nearer  the  town  than 
the  existing  works. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.— All  houses  in  the  town 
are  provided  with  water  closets  connected  with  the  sewers. 
At  one  time  the  majority  of  the  closets  were  hand-flushed  ; 
but  during  the  past  few  years  a  large  number  of  proper 
flushing  cisterns  have  been  provided  and  only  about  70  hand- 
flushed  closets  remain. 

SCAVENGING. — House  refuse  is  collected  twice  a  week 
in  the  principal  streets  and  once  a  week  in  the  rest  of  the 
town,  and  is  disposed  of  by  tipping. 

The  substitution  of  movable  ashbins  for  fixed  ashpits 
has  been  energetically  carried  out.  Twenty  years  ago  the 
fixed  ashpits,  most  of  which  were  in  an  insanitary  condition, 
numbered  about  600  ;  at  the  present  time  only  three  remain. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.- 
Bowes,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  supplied  the  folio 
summary  of  the  year’s  work  : — 

-Mr. 

wing 

No.  of  Different  Premises  visited  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

419 

„  House-to-house  Inspections 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

321 

„  Inspections  and  Re-inspections 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

605 

„  Complaints  received 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

18 

„  Nuisances  discovered 

•  •  •  •  t  • 

17 
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No.  of  Notices  served 


Intimation 

Statutory 


Prosecutions 


Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 

No.  of  Nuisances  Abated — 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  etc. 

Drains  and  Cesspools... 

Pigs  or  other  animals 
Cow,  Slaughter  and  Bakehouses 
Deficient  or  impure  water 
Foul  or  dilapidated  houses 
,,  Overcrowded  houses  ... 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation 
Polluted  ditches,  streams,  etc. ... 


»> 


>5 


5? 


» 


)» 


5) 


Other  nuisances 


No.  of  Premises  disinfected 

,  Water  samples  taken  for  examination 
Food  and  drug  samples 
Seizures  of  unsound  meat,  etc. 

W.C.’s  provided  ... 

Earth  closets  provided 
Wells  closed 
,,  Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 

„  New  wells  sunk  ... 

,,  Houses  connected  with  water  mains 

„  Water  certificates  granted  ... 

Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections  ... 


>> 


5) 
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Common  Lodging  houses — No. 

>)  ?}  No. 

Milkshops  No. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  „ 
Slaughter  houses  ,, 

Bakehouses  „ 

Milkshops  No. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  ,, 
Slaughter  houses  „ 

Bakehouses  „ 

Piggeries  „ 


on  Register 

2 

of  Inspections 

16 

on  Register 

17 

»> 

2 

7 

>> 

24 

of  Inspections 

46 

>> 

8 

jj 

...  126 

♦ 

43 

5> 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 
I.  INSPECTIONS. 


Inspections  Number  of 

made.  Written  notices.  Prosecutions 


1. 

2. 

3. 


Premises. 

Factories  ...  ...  18 

(Including  factory  laundries). 

Workshops  ...  20 

(Including  workshop  laundries.) 

0 


Workplaces 


2 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 


Totals 


38 


0 


II.  DEFECTS 

FOUND. 

Found. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Number  of  Defects 
Referred 
Remedied.  to  H.M. 

Inspector. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Health  Acts. 

Sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation  insufficient  2 

2 

0 

0 

Other  offences  0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  2 

2 

0 

0 

Totals 
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III.  HOME  WORK. 

Nil. 

IV.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  Register.  Number. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Total  at  end  of  year  ...  81 

Y.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector 
as  remediable  under  Public  Health  Acts — 


Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  2 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  2 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS.— 
In  addition  to  slaughter-houses,  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milk- 
shops,  which  are  dealt  with  elsewhere  in  this  report,  the 
principal  occupations  and  premises  coming  within  this 
description  are  as  follows  : — 

Offensive  trades  consist  of  one  gut-scraping  business  and 
three  fried-fish  shops.  The  former  is  carried  on  in  a  building 
adjoining  the  municipal  abattoir  and  belonging  to  the  Local 
Authority.  No  bye-laws  respecting  this  trade  have  been 
enacted,  but  control  is  given  by  the  conditions  of  tenancy 
which  may  be  terminated  at  three  months’  notice.  No 
complaints  of  nuisance  were  made  during  the  year. 

No  bye-laws  relating  to  fried  fish  shops  are  in  force,  and 
no  need  of  bye-laws  has  been  experienced  up  to  the  present. 
The  businesses  have  been  well  conducted  on  the  whole. 


There  are  two  common  lodging  houses  on  the  register. 
Both  are  old  buildings,  structurally  ill-adapted  to  the 
purpose,  but  well  kept  on  the  whole.  In  addition,  there  is  a 
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hostel  for  ex-service  men,  which  is  not  registered  as  a 
common  lodging  house,  though  it  is  questionable  whether  it 
ought  not  to  be  registered  as  such,  as  it  appears  to  be  used 
occasionally  for  casual,  temporary  lodgers. 

1  hough  lodgers  are  taken  in  a  large  number  of  private 
houses,  and  there  are  a  few  instances  of  two  families  (usually 
relatives)  occupying  one  house,  there  are  no  known  cases  of 
houses  “  farmed  out  ”  in  lodgings.  No  bye-laws  respecting 
houses  let  in  lodgings  have  been  issued. 

lents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.,  are  rarely  used  as  dwellings, 
excepting  in  the  case  of  the  living  vans  which  enter  the  town 
at  the  annual  fair  ;  and  these  are  regularly  inspected. 

SCHOOLS. — The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is 
fairly  satisfactory,  excepting  for  the  playgrounds  at  the 
National  Schools  where  the  gravel  surfaces  have  become 
uneven  and  the  surface  drainage  is  bad.  Re-surfacing  of  the 
playgrounds  is  under  consideration.  The  main  water  supply 
is  laid  on  to  all  schools,  and  water-closets  connected  with 
the  sewers  are  provided  in  all  cases. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLIES. — Arrangements  for  the  supply  and 
distribution  of  milk  are  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  town. 
The  supply  generally  is  of  good  quality. 

No  formal  action  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation) 
Act,  1915,  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  or 
the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders  has  been  taken 
during  the  year,  but  minor  improvements  to  various  premises 
have  been  effected  as  the  result  of  informal  notices. 

No  “  designated  ”  milk  is  produced  in  the  district,  though 
Grade  A  (Tuberculin  Tested)  milk  is  retailed.  No  samples 
of  milk  were  examined  bacteriologically  during  the  year. 
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There  are  2  sets  of  cowsheds  in  the  town.  One  consists 
of  good  modern  buildings,  the  othei  needs  some  improvements 
to  the  floors  and  drainage.  Both  are  well  kept. 

The  17  milkshops  are  satisfactory. 


MEAT. — The  numbers  of  private  slaughter-houses  on  the 
register  at  the  dates  given  was  as  follows: — 


Registered 

In  1920. 

10 

In  January,  1925. 

6 

Licensed 

1 

1 

In  December,  1925. 

6 

1 


Total  11  7 


The  abattoir  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  consists 
of  five  slaughter-houses,  with  fasting  pens  attached,  which 
are  let  to  butchers  on  an  annual  tenancy.  The  abattoir  has 
become  inadequate  for  present  needs,  and  further  provision  is 
under  consideration. 


All  the  private  slaughter-houses  have  notified  regular 
days  and  hours  of  slaughtering. 

Inspections  are  made  at  the  time  of  slaughtering,  as  well 
as  at  other  times  ;  but  inspection  of  all  animals  at  the  time  of, 
or  within  an  hour  or  two  after,  slaughtering  has  not  yet  been 
found  practicable. 

Meat  condemned  during  the  year  consisted  of : — 

1  Carcase  of  Mutton  unsound. 

427  lbs.  imported  Beef  unsound. 

1  Carcase  of  Pork  pneumonia,  and  flesh  fevered. 

120  lbs.  of  Pork  unsound. 


All  the  above  was  reported  by  the  traders  concerned,  and 
all  was  surrendered  and  disposed  of  by  burial  in  quicklime  at 
the  town  refuse  tip. 
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No  legal  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
(Meat)  Regulations,  1924.  Stalls  from  which  meat  has  been 
sold  have  complied  with  the  Regulations;  and  no  instances 
of  breach  of  the  Regulations  respecting  transport  and 
handling  of  meat  have  been  met  with.  Notices  requesting 
customers  to  refrain  from  handling  meat  before  purchase 

have  been  supplied  by  the  Local  Authority  to  all  butchers’ 
shops. 

The  7  private  slaughter-houses  are  structurally  satisfactory 
and  on  the  whole  well  conducted.  All  of  them,  however, 
are  situated  too  near  to  dwellings.  During  the  last  few 
years  several  applications  for  licences  have  been  refused  on 
account  of  the  proposed  slaughter-houses  being  surrouuded 
by  dwellings,  many  of  which  were  within  the  prescribed 
100  feet. 

OTHER  FOODS. — Apart  from  minor  defects,  such  as 
delay  in  carrying  out  the  periodical  whitewashing,  no  faults 
were  found  with  the  24  bakehouses  during  the  year. 

The  only  food,  apart  from  meat,  found  to  be  diseased  or 
unsound  consisted  of  70  lbs.  of  “  fresh  ”  fish  and  25  boxes  of 
dried  haddocks  all  in  an  unsound  state.  The  fish  was 
surrendered  and  disposed  of  by  burial. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS.— The  following 
is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  under  the 


le  of  Food 

and  Drugs 

Acts  : — 

No.  of  samples 

No.  of  samples 

taken  for 

found 

No.  of 

No.  of 

analysis. 

adulterated. 

prosecutions. 

convictions, 

Milk 

..  10 

1 

0 

0 

Butter 

..  2 

0 

0 

0 

Brandy 

..  1 

0 

0 

0 

Cheese 

..  2 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  15 


1 


0 


0 
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The  adulterated  sample  of  milk  was  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  17-3  per  cent.  The  vendor  was  warned,  but 
no  legal  action  was  taken. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MILK  AND  CREAM)  REGULA¬ 
TIONS,  1912  and  1917. — During  the  year,  10  samples  of 
milk  were  examined  for  preservatives  with  negative  results. 
No  samples  of  cream  were  submitted  to  analysis. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Local  Authority’s  scheme  consists  principally  of 
home  visitation  of  expectant  mothers  and  of  infants  and 
other  children  under  school  age,  with  weekly  consultations, 
conducted  by  a  medical  practitioner,  at  a  centre.  The 
supply,  either  free  of  cost  or  at  a  charge  below  cost  price,  of 
extra  nourishment  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  for 
children  under  school  age  is  authorised  iu  necessitous  cases. 
One  Health  Visitor,  who  acts  as  School  Nurse  also,  is  engaged. 
She  keeps  in  close  touch  with  the  midwives  and  also  with 
voluntary  societies  concerned  with  the  care  of  unmarried 
mothers  and  illegitimate  children  and  with  the  relief  of 
distress  generally. 

During  the  year,  137  mothers  made  1,247  attendances  at 
the  Centre,  1 1 0  infants  under  one  year  made  1,187  attendances 
and  58  children  between  one  and  five  years  made  365 
attendances.  The  Health  Visitor  paid  a  total  of  99  visits  to 
39  expectant  mothers;  195  first  visits  (including  visits  in 
cases  of  stillbirth)  and  782  revisits  to  infants  under  one  year, 
and  577  visits  to  children  between  one  and  five  years.  Milk 
was  supplied  to  13  expectant  or  nursing  mothers;  5  others 
were  provided  with  dinners  by  the  Relief  Committee,  through 
the  Mayor’s  Unemployment  Fund,  one  mother  was  referred 
to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  one  child  was  referred  to  the 
Orthopaedic  Clinic,  and  10  infants  to  the  District  Hospital. 

Classes  held  by  the  Health  Visitor  in  the  spring  and 
dealing  with  the  care  of  the  “  toddler  ”  were  fairly  well 
attended. 
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In  “  Baby  Week”  an  exhibition  conducted,  with  the  aid 
of  voluntary  workers,  by  the  National  Baby  Week  Council, 
who  also  provided  a  lecturer,  was  held  in  the  Corn  Exchange. 
Short  health  talks  and  propaganda  plays  were  given  from 
time  to  time  during  the  two  days  the  exhibition  remained 
open. 


Housing. 

(I.)  —  General  housing  conditions  in  the  district : — 

(1)  The  total  number  of  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  3,191,  of  which  2,204  were  working-class 
dwellings.  During  the  year  45  new  houses,  of  which 
37  were  working-class  dwellings,  were  erected.  At 
the  end  of  the  year,  58  additional  houses  were  in 
course  of  erection — 32  by  the  Local  Authority  and 
26  by  private  persons. 

(2)  ( a )  The  shortage  of  houses  at  the  end  of  1925  is 
estimated  at  180. 

( b )  Since  1920  the  Local  Authority  has  erected  a  total 
of  104  houses,  exclusive  of  the  32  now  being  built, 
and  has  a  further  scheme  under  consideration. 

(3)  No  important  changes  in  population  took  place 
during  the  year,  and  no  marked  changes  are 
anticipated  in  the  future,  although  a  gradual  increase 
is  probable. 

(II.) — Overcrowding  : — 

(1)  The  amount  of  overcrowding  cannot  be  definitely 
stated,  but  at  least  100  houses  are  believed  to  be 
more  or  less  overcrowded. 

(2)  Overcrowding  is  principally  due  to  the  fact  that  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  older  working-class 
dwellings  contain  only  two  bedrooms  and  a  few 
contain  only  one  bedroom.  Overcrowding  is  almost 
confined  to  houses  of  this  type,  though  a  few  of  the 
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larger  houses  are  overcrowded  by  being  occupied  by 
more  than  one  family. 

(3)  It  will  not  be  possible  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  over¬ 
crowding  until  more  houses  are  available.  At  present, 
practically  every  dwelling  in  the  town  is  occupied. 

(4)  No  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with  during 

1925. 

(III.)  — Fitness  of  houses  : — 

(1)  (a)  The  general  standard  of  the  old  working-class 
houses  is  very  poor,  but  the  newer  houses  are  of 
good  type  as  a  rule.  About  200  houses  are  of  the 
back-to-back  type. 

(b)  Dampness  and  dilapidation  with  defective  lighting 
and  ventilation  are  the  principal  defects  of  those 
houses  which  are  unfit  for  habitation. 

(c)  Lack  of  proper  management  and  supervision  by 
owners,  which  has  been  prominent  in  the  past,  has 
been  less  evident  of  late.  Misuse  by  tenants  is  a 
contributory  cause  of  dirty  interiors  rather  than  of 
dilapidation. 

(2)  (a)  No  legal  action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  was 
taken  during  the  year,  but  the  defects  of  27  houses 
were  remedied  as  the  result  of  informal  notices. 

( b )  No  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  was  taken. 
Closing  orders  made  in  1923  with  respect  to  2  houses 
were  determined  in  1925  on  the  houses  having  been 
rendered  habitable. 

(3)  At  present  the  chief  difficulty  in  dealing  with  houses 
unfit  for  habitation  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  houses 
cannot  be  dealt  with  satisfactorily  while  still  occupied 
and  there  is  no  available  accommodation  for  displaced 
occupants. 
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(4)  The  water  supply  in  practically  all  cases  is  from  the 
town  mains.  About  180  of  the  houses  have  no  internal 
water  supply,  but  are  dependent  upon  standpipes  in 
the  yards.  The  majority  of  closets  are  cistern-flushed 
water-closets.  In  many  of  the  courts  closet  accom¬ 
modation  is  inadequate,  being  in  the  proportion  of 
less  than  one  closet  for  each  two  houses.  In  the 
newer  property  each  house  has  a  separate  closet. 

About  180  of  the  houses  are  without  sinks,  gullies 
in  the  yards  being  used  instead.  Domestic  refuse  is 
deposited  in  suitable  movable  receptacles  and  collected 
once  a  week  for  the  most  part  (in  a  few  streets  the 
collection  is  twice  a  week). 

No  measures  were  taken  during  1925  to  provide 
additional  sinks  or  closets,  but  flushing  apparatus  was 
supplied  to  20  closets. 


(IV.) — Unhealthy  areas: — 

No  part  of  the  district  has  ever  been  represented 
as  an  unhealthy  area,  nor  have  any  formal  complaints 
as  to  unhealthy  areas  been  received.  The  unhealthy 
areas  are  of  small  extent  and  it  is  a  question  whether 
thev  cannot  be  more  satisfactorily  dealt  with  house 
by  house  than  by  improvement  schemes. 


(V.) — Bye-laws  relating  to  houses ,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings ,  and 
to  tents ,  vans ,  sheds ,  etc. : — 

(1)  The  building  bye-laws,  which  have  been  in  force 
since  1910,  follow  the  urban  series  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  do  not  permit  the  erection  of 
dwellings  of  less  substantial  structure  than  9-inch 
brickwork — excepting  for  the  usual  relaxation  in  the 
case  of  timber-framed  brick  buildings.  No  bye-laws 
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relating  to  houses  let  in  lodgings  are  in  force,  and  no 
houses  of  this  kind,  in  the  generally  accepted  meaning 
of  the  term,  are  known  to  exist.  Bye-laws  relating 
to  tents,  vans,  sheds  and  similar  structures  have  been 
in  force  since  1917. 

(2)  The  adoption  of  new  bye-laws,  which  will  remove 
some  of  the  present  restrictions  with  respect  to  the 
structure  of  the  walls  of  new  buildings  and  other 
matters,  is  under  consideration. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  ( b )  )  45 

(37  working-class  dwellings) 

( b )  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts : 

By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  38 

1.— Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection. — (T)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  240 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  240 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation ...  ...  ...  ...  43 
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2.  -Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ..,  ...  27 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925— . Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts —  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  2* 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 


*  Closing  Orders  made  in  1923  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 
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Causes  of  Death  in 

NEWBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1925. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

•  •  • 

... 

73 

75 

1 

Enteric  fever 

_ 

- . 

2 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

3 

Measles 

— 

— 

4 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  cough 

— 

1 

6 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

7 

Influenza 

2 

2 

8 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

1 

— 

9 

Meningococcal  meningitis  ... 

— 

— 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

3 

2 

11 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

1 

2 

12 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

13 

11 

13 

Rheumatic  fever... 

— 

— 

14 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

2 

6 

16 

Heart  disease 

10 

7 

17 

Arterio-sclerosis ... 

6 

1 5 

18 

Bronchitis 

2 

5 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

5 

4 

20 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

— 

- • 

21 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

_ 

22 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

1 

— 

23 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  ... 

— 

— 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

_ 

_ 

25 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

2 

2G 

Puerperal  sepsis 

— - 

— 

27 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy 

and  parturition... 

_ 

1 

28 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth 

6 

6 

29 

Suicide 

•  •  • 

- 

1 

30 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

•  •  • 

1 

31 

Other  defined  diseases 

•  •  • 

15 

12 

32 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

•  •  • 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

_ 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

... 

... 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year.  Total  ... 

•  •  • 

9 

9 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

— 

Total  Biuths 

•  •  • 

... 

102 

115 

Legitimate 

94 

no 

Illegitimate 

... 

... 

8 

5 

Population 


•  M 


•  *  • 


•  •  • 


12,420 
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N  ewbury  Rural  District. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of 

the  District. 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  ...  ...  42,386  acres 


Estimated  Population  (1925)  ...  ...  10,660 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  2,671 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  2,705 

Rateable  Value  (1925)  ...  ...  .  .  £83,163 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate...  ...  £280 

cr  ere  *  *  -  *  t 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHAR¬ 
ACTER. — The  district  is  drained  by  the  river  Rennet  and 
its  tributaries  the  Lambourn  and  Enborne.  The  Rennet 
flows  through  a  wide  belt  of  Alluvium  and  Valley  Gravel  ; 
to  the  south  of  the  Rennet  Valley,  which  traverses  the 
district  from  west  to  east,  the  Reading  Beds,  London  Clay 
and  Bagshot  Beds  are  exposed,  with  Plateau  Gravel  covering 
the  greater  part  of  Crookham  and  Greenkam  Commons. 
North  of  the  Rennet,  the  Chalk  forms  the  main  feature  of 
the  land,  though  for  the  most  part  covered  by  the  Reading 
Beds,  London  Clay  and  other  Tertiary  and  Post-Tertiary 
formations.  The  Lambourn  stream  is  bordered  by  strips  ot 
Alluvium  and  Valley  Gravel. 
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The  height  above  sea  level  ranges  from  about  190  feet 
at  the  lowest  part  of  the  Kennet  Valley  to  over  500  feet 
at  Cold  Ash,  north  of  the  Kennet;  while  south  of  the  Kemiet 
Valley  the  altitude  is  mainly  between  350  and  400  feet.  The 
hulk  of  the  population  is  contained  in  villages  located  in  the 
valleys  of  the  Kennet  and  Lambourn. 

The  district  is  mainly  agricultural,  hut  there  are  mills 
near  Thatcham,  at  which  paper,  boxes  and  other  containers 
are  manufactured,  and  which  employ  about  850  hands. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 


THE  YEAR. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

( 

Legitimate  178 

109 

69  ) 

Births  ■< 

Illegitimate  7 

4 

>  Birth-rate 

3  i 

Deaths 

159 

Death-rate 

17-3 

14-9 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 
childbirth 


Nil 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 

births  : — Legitimate  33  Illegitimate  142  Total  38 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

„  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  1 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 

Average  rates  for  the  10  years,  191 5— 1 924  :  — 

Birth-rate  15*5  Death-rate  12*0  Infant  Mortality  57 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

7 

6 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

33 

24 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

, 

- 

_ 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

p* 

0 

— 

11  (all  forms) 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


Two  of  the  6  fatal  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  had 
not  been  notified. 

No  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  has  yet  been  found  necessary. 
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Three  of  the  7  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at 
the  Children  s  Hospital,  Cold  Ash.  The  first  was  a  carrier  of 
the  specific  bacilli  and  not  an  actual  case  of  the  disease  ;  but 
was  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital  as  a  precautionary 
measure.  The  second  case  arose  in  July  and  the  third  in 
August.  On  the  occurrence  of  the  third  case,  the  whole  of 
the  patients  and  staff  were  swabbed  and  one  of  the  former 
was  found  to  be  a  carrier.  This  child  was  isolated  in  the 
hospital  until  free  from  the  bacilli,  and  no  further  case  arose. 

Three  cases  arose  in  one  family  at  Thatcham,  in 
November.  The  first  member  to  be  attacked  was  a  child 
attending  Thatcham  Council  Schools,  and  the  other  two 
evidently  caught  the  disease  from  this  child.  The  source  of 
infection  could  not  be  found.  The  school  was  visited  in  a 
search  for  unrecognised  cases  and  contacts  were  swabbed 
without  result. 

The  seventh  case,  a  very  mild  one,  was  at  Enborne,  and 
again  there  was  no  clue  to  its  origin. 

Scarlet  Fever  invaded  10  different  parishes,  of  which 
Chieveley  had  14  cases,  Winterbourne  6,  Thatcham  5,  Cold 
Ash  2,  and  the  remainder  one  each.  Four  of  the  cases  in 
the  parish  of  Winterbourne  occurred  in  one  family  at  North 
Heath,  near  Chieveley,  and  appeared  to  be  associated  with 
the  Chieveley  outbreak,  which  included  cases  in  the  hamlet 
of  Curridge  as  well  as  in  Chieveley  village.  The  origin  of 
this  outbreak,  which  commenced  with  four  cases  in  one 
family  at  Chieveley,  and  existed  from  March  until  the  end  of 
July,  could  not  be  traced,  but  the  subsequent  behaviour  of 
the  disease  suggested  that  its  continuance  was  due  to 
unrecognised  cases.  Repeated  searches  for  such  cases  were 
made,  both  in  the  schools  and  in  the  homes,  but  only  one 
was  discovered — a  boy  of  5,  who  was  found  to  be  peeling 
three  weeks  after  having  had  a  rash  which  had  been  regarded 
merely  as  a  trivial  skin  eruption,  and  who  had  been  going 
about  as  usual  but  had  not  begun  to  attend  school.  At 
Thatcham  the  five  cases  arose  singly,  at  long  intervals. 
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All  the  cases  were  mild. 

The  case  ot  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  received  prompt 
medical  attention,  and  recovered  without  permanent  injury  to 
vision. 

OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.— Influenza  was 
prevalent  in  the  first  few  months  of  the  year ;  and  Measles, 
which  invaded  the  district  early  in  the  previous  year, 
continued  to  break  out  here  and  there  and  reached  epidemic 
proportions  in  four  parishes.  Whooping  Cough  broke  out 
in  January  and  continued,  in  one  parish  or  another,  throughout 
the  year,  though  at  the  close  of  the  year  very  few  cases 
remained. 

During  investigation  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Chieveley,  in 
the  month  of  June,  it  was  found  that  a  number  of  cases  of 
jaundice  had  occurred  in  the  village  a  few  weeks  previously. 
Most  of  those  affected  had  been  school-children,  and  all  had 
recovered  by  the  time  the  cases  were  brought  to  my  notice. 
The  cases  were  mild,  but  the  result  of  enquiries  left  no  doubt 
as  to  their  infective  nature.  No  school  was  closed  for 
infectious  disease  during  the  year,  but  at  the  following  schools 
the  attendance  was  reduced  to  below  60  per  cent,  of  the 
average  by  the  diseases  and  for  the  periods  specified  :  — 

Chieveley,  Curridge,  Council;  Measles;  three  weeks  in  March. 
Leckhampstead  ;  Measles  ;  four  weeks  in  March  and  April. 

„  ;  Chickenpox;  two  weeks  in  Nov.  and  Dec. 

Midgham  ;  Whooping  Cough;  five  weeks  in  Feb.  and  March. 
Thatcham  Infants’ ;  Measles;  two  weeks  in  December. 
Thatcham,  Crookham  ;  Measles;  four  weeks  in  October. 
Welford  and  Wickham  ;  Whooping  Cough  ;  four  weeks  in 

March,  April  and  May. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC.— The  Local  Authority 
has  undertaken  to  pay  for  all  bacteriological  examinations 
required  in  the  interests  of  the  public  health  ;  with  a  recent 
reservation  that  the  cost  of  mass  swabbing  in  hospitals  shall 
in  future  be  borne  by  the  hospitals. 
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1  bo  Local  Authority  also  pays  for  Diphtheria  Antitoxin 
used  both  for  prophylactic  and  curative  purposes. 

Bacteriological  specimens  examined  during  the  year 
consisted  of  TOswabs  for  Diphtheria  (57  sent  to  the  Royal  Berks 
Hospital  and  13  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association), 
of  which  4  gave  positive  results  and  66  gave  negative  results; 
and  2  specimens  of  blood  for  the  reactions  of  Enteric  and 
Paratyphoid  Fevers,  which  were  examined  by  the  Clinical 
Research  Association  and  gave  negative  results. 

A  suspected  case  of  rat-bite  fever,  in  a  resident  of  the 
district,  who  at  the  time  was  an  in-patient  at  the  Newbury 
District  Hospital,  was  visited  by  the  Pathologist  to  the 
Royal  Berks  Hospital,  who  took  a  specimen  for  examination 
for  the  organism  of  the  disease.  Probably  owing  to  the 
length  of  time  which  had  elapsed  since  the  commencement  of 
symptoms,  and  also  to  the  local  antiseptic  treatment  of  the 
bitten  part,  the  organism  could  not  be  found.  The  Pathologist 
gave  his  services  gratuitously. 

No  Schick  and  Dick  tests  of  susceptibility  to  Diphtheria 
and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively  have  been  carried  out, 
nor  have  any  of  the  recently  developed  methods  of 
immunization  against  these  diseases  been  practised. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  5  years, 

1921  — 1925. 


The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  cases  notified 
during  each  of  the  5  years  : — 


Diphtheria 

1921 

5 

1922 

20 

1923 

6 

1924 

3 

1925 

n 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

64 

28 

10 

12 

33 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

3 

4 

3 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  • . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

•  .  . 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

•  •  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

•  •  . 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

8 

5 

13 

13 

12 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

... 

4 

1 

3 

8 

4 
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The  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  in  1922  was  the  only  one  of 
aii)r  severity  during  the  past  10  years.  The  chief  incidence 
was  in  the  parish  of  Shaw-cum-Donnington,  where  13  of 
the  20  cases  arose,  and  where  the  disease  was  evidently 
spread  by  means  of  unrecognised  cases  amongst  the  children 
attending  the  elementary  school. 

Though  the  average  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  been 
high  during  the  past  5  years,  the  disease  has  been  extremely 
mild  on  the  whole  and  no  deaths  have  resulted. 

The  two  cases  of  Enteric  in  1921  occurred  in  one  family 
at  Thatcham,  where  the  disease  had  frequently  broken  out 
during  the  preceding  six  years.  No  case  has  since  been 
notified  in  the  parish.  Both  the  remaining  cases  in  the 
above  table  were  examples  of  Paratyphoid,  ft  infection,  and 
in  each  case  the  disease  appeared  to  have  been  contracted 
outside  the  district. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  District. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL.— 
Tuberculosis  Hospitals  are  provided  by  the  County  Council 
and  consist  of  the  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium, 
Peppard,  near  Reading,  and  the  Abingdon  Sanatorium, 
just  outside  the  town  of  Abingdon. 

The  General  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  district  is  Newbury 
Isolation  Hospital,  Wash  Common,  Newbury,  belonging  to 
Newbury  Urban  District,  and  managed  by  a  joint  committee 
of  both  districts.  Cases  of  Enteric  are  sent  to  Abingdon 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital  under  an  agreement.  The  Newbury 
Joint  Smallpox  Hospital,  belonging  to  NeAvbury  Urban  and 
Rural  Districts,  was  erected  in  the  latter  district  in  1920,  and 
is  a  wooden  building,  which  has  been  used  as  an  army 
hospital,  and  is  capable  of  accommodating  (on  the  2,000 
cubic  feet  basis)  two  patients  in  each  of  the  two  wards, 
while  facilities  for  extension  in  the  event  of  a  considerable 
outbreak  exist. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — For  infectious  cases 
the  horse  ambulance  of  the  Newbury  Isolation  Hospital  is 
available,  and  cases  admitted  to  Abingdon  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  are  removed  in  the  motor  ambulance  belonging  to 
that  institution. 

For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  the  Red  Cross 
motor  ambulance  stationed  at  Newbury  is  available. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. -A  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held  at  the  Parish  Hall, 
Thatcham,  every  Monday,  2.30-4  p.m.  It  is  private,  and 
practically  limited  to  residents  in  the  parish. 

Eye  clinics  for  elementary  school  children  are  held  at 
Greenham  House,  Newbury  Urban  District,  by  arrangement. 

School  children  requiring  X  ray  treatment  of  ringworm 
are  sent  to  Reading. 


The  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  holds  a  Dispensary  at 
the  Oddfellows  Institute,  Newbury  Urban  District,  2nd 
Thursday  in  the  month,  1 — 4  p.m. 

The  nearest  centre  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases 
is  at  the  Royal  Berks  Hospital,  Reading,  the  days  and  hours 
being: — Men,  Wednesdays,  2  p.m.;  Saturdays,  5  p.m. 
Women,  Wednesdays,  5  p.m.  ;  Saturdays,  3  p.m. 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinic  (provided  by  a  voluntary 
association)  held  at  Greenham  House,  Newbury,  every 
Tuesday,  is  available  for  this  district. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.— The  sanitary  staff 
consists,  in  addition  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Hampshire,  who  is  also  inspector  of 
new  buildings  and  architect  to  the  Council’s  building  scheme, 
and  devotes  his  whole  time  to  these  duties. 
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Mr.  Hampshire  holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Certificate 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  Half  of  his  salary  as 
Sanitary  Inspector  is  repaid  by  the  County  Council  out  of 
Exchequer  grants. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— 
(a)  General. — The  whole  of  the  district  is  covered  by 
district  nursing  associations,  all  of  which,  excepting  that 
for  the  Parish  of  Leckhampstead,  which  is  independent,  are 
affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association  and  receive 
subsidies  from  the  County  Council  for  midwifery,  maternity 
and  health  visiting  and  for  nursing  patients  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  or  Measles. 

( b )  For  Infectious  Diseases.— All  the  district  nursing 
associations  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association 
have  undertaken  the  nursing  of  Measles. 

1  '  *  4 

MID  WIVES.— T  en  midwives,  none  of  whom  receives 
any  subsidy  from  the  Local  Authority,  reside  and  practise 
in  the  district,  and  several  midwives  resident  in  Newbury 
Urban  District  also  practise  in  the  Rural  District. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. — The  following  adoptive 
Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  in  the  district : _ 

ACTS.— 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

BYE-LAWS— 

Respecting  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

„  New  Streets  and  Buildings,  1914. 

„  Slaughterhouses  (in  the  Parishes  of  Chieveley, 
Speen  and  Thatcham)  1918. 

REGULATIONS— 

A 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  1923. 

Communications  between  Drains  and  Sewers. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the 

water  supply  of  each  parish  in  the  district: — 

BOXFORD. — Private  wells  ;  mainly  shallow  wells  in  gravel. 

BRIMPTON. — Private  wells;  tapping  various  formations. 

CHIEVELEY. — A  few  cottages  at  Oare  are  supplied  from  estate 
mains  by  means  of  standpipes.  Private  wells,  (sunk 
either  in  the  chalk  or  the  Reading  Beds  and  mostly 
protected  by  strata  of  clay,)  in  the  rest  of  the  parish. 

Cold  Ash. — There  are  two  public  dip  wells  at  Ashmore  Green. 
The  rest  of  the  parish  is  dependent  upon  private  wells  in 
various  formations  (chiefly  Plateau  Gravel  and  Bagshot 
Sands)  and  mostly  of  the  shallow  type. 

Enborne. — A  few  houses  are  supplied  by  the  Newbury  water¬ 
works  ;  the  remainder  depend  upon  private  wells  (chiefly 
in  London  Clay). 

Greenham. — A  few  houses  are  supplied  by  the  Newbury 
waterworks ;  the  remainder  dependent  upon  private 
wells,  mainly  in  Plateau  Gravel. 

Hampstead  Marshall. — Private  wells  in  the  Reading  Beds. 

Leckhampstead. — One  public  well  and  private  wells,  sunk 
in  chalk  which  is  overlaid  by  Tertiary  Clay. 

MiDGHAM. — A  few  cottages  at  Midgham  Marsh  are  supplied 
by  gravitation  from  estate  reservoirs ;  private  wells  in 
rest  of  parish — Valley  Gravel  in  the  lower  parts,  London 
Clay  in  the  higher. 

SANDLEFORD. — Private  wells,  chiefly  in  Plateau  Gravel  or 
exposed  Bagshot  Beds. 
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Shaw-CUM-D0NNIXGT0N. — Partly  supplied  by  Newbury  water¬ 
works  and  partly  dependent  upon  private  wells,  mostly 
of  the  shallow  type  and  sunk  in  gravel  or  clialk.  There 
is  also  one  public  well. 

Speen. — The  village  of  Speen  is  supplied  by  the  Newbury 
waterworks.  The  village  of  Stockcross  is  supplied  from 
estate  waterworks.  At  Marsh  Ben  ham  a  stream  is  used  as 

a  supply.  The  rest  of  the  parish  is  dependent  upon 
private  wells,  mainly  in  Plateau  Gravel. 

Thatcham. — There  is  an  artesian  well,  maintained  by  the 
Parish  Council,  in  Thatcham  village.  Private  wells  in 
the  rest  part  of  the  parish ;  9  of  which  are  artesian,  the 
remainder  shallow  wells  in  Yalley  Gravel. 

WASING. — Private  wells,  mostly  in  Plateau  Gravel. 

WELFORD. — Hoe  Benham  and  Wickham  are  supplied  from 
estate  waterworks  by  means  of  standpipes.  Private  wells 
in  the  rest  of  the  parish,  mostly  in  Plateau  Gravel. 

Winterbourne.— Private  wells  chiefly  in  Valley  Gravel. 

WOOLHAMPTON. — In  the  village  of  Woolhampton,  there  is  an 
artesian  well  maintained  by  the  Parish  Council.  Private 
wells,  mainly  in  Yalley  Gravel,  in  the  rest  of  the  parish. 

The  piped  supplies  are  constant,  adequate  and  of  good 
quality.  The  majority  of  the  private  wells  are  of  the  shallow 
type. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. -The  following  portions 
of  the  district  are  sewered  : — Some  ten  houses  in  the  parish 
of  Enborne  are  connected  with  the  Newbury  Borough  sewers. 
The  villages  of  Donnington  and  Speen  are  also  connected 
with  the  Newbury  sewers.  The  village  of  Stockcross,  in  the 
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parish  of  Speen,  is  sewered  and  the  sewage  is  disposed  of 
by  means  of  settling  tanks  and  land  irrigation.  The  village  of 
Thatcham  is  sewered  and  the  sewage  is  treated  in  settling  tanks 
and  by  broad  irrigation.  The  original  farm  consisted  of  3 
acres,  which  had  become  incapable  of  taking  all  the  sewage 
satisfactorily,  and  during  1920  an  additional  3f  acres  were 
purchased  and  brought  into  use.  Owing  to  the  recent 
growth  of  the  village,  the  disposal  works  are  again  overtaxed. 
Moreover,  extension  of  the  sewers  in  either  an  easterly  or 
westerly  direction — the  directions  in  which  future  growth 
of  the  village  will  probably  take  place — is  impracticable 
under  the  present  conditions,  as  the  levels  do  not  permit  of 
gravitation  to  the  sewage  works  from  these  points.  It  is 
probable  that  future  needs  can  only  be  met  satisfactorily  by 
an  improved  system  of  sewage  disposal  and  the  provision  of 
some  means  of  conveying  sewage  from  the  east  and  west 
ends  of  the  village  to  the  outfall.  These  matters  are  under 
consideration  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  village  of  Wool- 
hampton  has  sewers  for  surface  water  and  slop  water  only  ; 
the  sewage  is  treated  in  a  settling  tank,  afterwards  by  broad 
irrigation.' 

The  remainder  of  the  district  is  unsewered. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. — The  majority  of  houses 
in  the  parish  of  Thatcham  are  provided  with  water-closets, 
which  in  most  cases  are  hand-flushed  as  there  is  no  piped  water 
supply.  In  the  villages  of  Speen,  Donnington  and  Stock- 
cross  cistern-flushed  water-closets  predominate.  Elsewhere, 
excepting  for  the  larger  houses  which  have  water-closets 
discharging  into  cesspools  or  private  purification  plants, 
closet  accommodation  consists  of  privies — the  majority  being 

of  the  pail  type. 

*  *  ‘  9 

SCAVENGING. — The  only  system  of  scavenging  in  the 
district  is  in  the  village  of  Thatcham  where  a  weekly 
collection  of  dry  refuse  was  established  in  January,  1925. 
The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.— The 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Hampshire,  has  supplied  the  following 
summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year :  — 

No.  of  Different  Premises  visited  ... 

House-to-house  Inspections 

j  *  *  i  a.  9  -  •  • 

Inspections  and  Re-inspections 

«  «  «  <  '  .  »  .  •  * 

Complaints  received 

Nuisances  discovered 

Intimation 


>> 


>> 


>> 


>5 


>» 


Notices  served 


Prosecutions 


Statutory 


Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 


No.  of  Nuisances  Abated— 


440 

57 

•a 

717 

r  i 

10 

97 

53 

4 


74 


As  to 

Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  etc. 

* 

...  4 

>) 

Drains  and  Cesspools... 

12 

Pigs  or  other  animals 

•  •  • 

>> 

Cow,  Slaughter  and  Bakehouses 

27 

Deficient  or  impure  water 

4 

*  » 

Foul  or  dilapidated  houses 

42 

>> 

Overcrowded  houses  ... 

*  r  v  i  •> 

1; 

•  •  4 

H 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation 

1 

)» 

Polluted  ditches,  streams,  etc. ... 

r  p  f  *' 

1 

4  &  % 

>) 

Other  nuisances 

•  i  f 

-7' 

•  •  •  I 
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No.  of  Premises  disinfected 

,  Water  samples  taken  for  examination 

„  Food  and  drug  samples 

„  Seizures  of  unsound  meat,  etc. 

„  W.C.’s  provided  ... 

„  Earth  closets  provided 

„  Wells  closed 

„  Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 
„  New  wells  sunk  ... 

,,  Houses  connected  with  water  mains 

„  Water  certificates  granted  ... 

Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections  ... 


Common  Lodging  houses — No.  on  Register 
„  „  „  No.  of  Inspections 

Milkshops  No.  on  Register 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  „ 


Slaughter  houses 


Bakehouses 


>> 


jj 


»> 


» 


Milkshops  No.  of  Inspections 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  ,, 

Slaughter  houses 
Bakehouses 


»» 


» 


Piggeries 


>> 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 
I.  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises. 


Inspections  Number  of 

made.  Written  notices.  Prosecutions 


1. 

Factories  ... 

(Including  factory  laundries). 

0 

0 

0 

2. 

Workshops  ...  74 

(Including  workshop  laundries.) 

19 

0 

3. 

Workplaces 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

74 

19 

0 

II.  DEFECTS 

FOUND. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Found. 

Number  of  Defects 
Referred 
Remedied.  to  H.M. 

Inspector. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Health  Acts. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

18 

18 

0 

0 

Other  offences 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

18 

18 

0 

0 

III.  HOME 

WORK. 

Nil. 


IV.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  Register.  Number. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 


V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 
Nil. 


49 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS.— 
Apart  from  slaughter-houses,  cowsheds  and  dairies,  which 
are  dealt  with  elsewhere  in  this  report,  there  are  practically 
no  premises  or  occupations,  which  come  under  this  heading, 
in  the  district. 

SCHOOLS. — See  pages  24  and  25. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — Arrangements  for  the  supply  and 
distribution  of  milk  appear  to  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of 
the  district. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  either  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922,  or  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds 
and  Milkshops  Orders. 

A  combined  producer’s  and  bottler’s  licence  for  Grade  A 
(Tuberculin  Tested)  milk  has  been  granted  to  one  dairy 
farmer  in  the  district. 

No  bacteriological  examinations  of  graded  or  other  milk 
have  been  made  at  the  instance  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  92  cowsheds  in  the  district  are  variable  in  character. 
On  the  larger  dairy  farms  a  good  average  standard  is  main¬ 
tained  ;  but  many  of  the  smaller  producers  have  very  poor 
milking  sheds,  and  their  methods  are  not  conducive  to  purity 
of  the  milk. 

No  radical  improvements  to  cowsheds  were  effected 
during  the  year. 

With  a  few  exceptions,  the  dairies  are  not  up  to  a  good 
standard  structurally  :  they  are  usually  too  small  and  not 
very  well  planned.  As  a  rule  they  are  kept  spotlessly  clean. 
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MEAT. — The  number  of  private  slaughter-houses  on  the 
register  at  the  dates  given  were  as  follows  : — 

In  1920.  In  January,  1925.  In  December,  1925. 


Registered 

Licensed 


4 

0 


3 

2 


3 

2 


Total 


In  the  case  of  four  of  the  five  slaughter-houses  regular 
days  and  hours  of  slaughtering  have  been  notified.  In  one 
slaughter-house  large  numbers  of  pigs  are  killed  for  the 
London  market ;  in  the  remaining  four  little  slaughtering 
takes  place.  No  serious  fault  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  kept  was  found  during  the  year.  Inspection  is 
occasionally  carried  out  during  slaughtering,  as  well  as  at 
other  times,  but  inspection  of  all  animals  at,  or  within  a  few 
hours  after,  slaughtering  has  so  far  been  found  impracticable. 

The  only  meat  condemned  during  the  year  was  one 
carcase  of  beef  extensively  affected  with  Tuberculosis. 
This  was  surrendered  and  disposed  of  at  a  licensed  knackery. 

No  formal  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924,  was  taken  during  the  year. 


There  are  two  licensed  knackeries  in  the  district.  No 
complaints  respecting  them  were  received. 

OTHER  FOODS. — Most  of  the  18  bakehouses  in  the 
district  are  old  buildings  and  difficult  to  keep  clean,  but  on 
the  whole  they  are  kept  as  well  as  their  structural  conditions 
will  permit.  One  new  bakehouse  was  built  during  the  year 
to  replace  an  old  one  which  was  in  a  dilapidated  state. 
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Housing. 

(I.) — General  housing  conditions  in  the  district: — 

(1)  The  total  number  of  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  approximately  2,840,  of  which  about  1,940  were 
working-class  dwellings.  During  the  year,  41  new 
houses  were  built  by  private  persons.  Of  these  38, 
in  the  parishes  of  Thatcham  (21),  Welford  (2),  Cold 
Ash  (4),  Chieveley  (6),  Greenham  (2),  Sandleford  (1) 
and  Speen  (2)  were  working-class  dwellings. 

(2)  (a)  The  present  shortage  of  houses  is  estimated  at 
about  150. 

( h )  The  Local  Authority’s  building  scheme  of  1920 


provided 

for  the  erection  of  163  houses  in 

the 

following  parishes  : — 

Boxford 

...  12 

Shaw-cum-Donnington 

18 

Brimpton 

...  12 

Speen 

6 

Chieveley 

...  6 

Thatcham 

56 

Cold  Ash 

6 

Welford 

14 

Enborne 

...  10 

Winterbourne 

2 

Leckhampstead...  3 

Woolhampton 

12 

Midgham 

...  6 

Of  these, 

the  following  were  completed  by  the  < 

slid 

of  1921,  when  further 

progress  was  stopped  : — 

Brimpton 

...  12 

Shaw-cum-Donnington 

6 

Chieveley 

...  6 

Thatcham 

22 

Enborne 

...  6 

Woolhampton 

12 

Midgham 

...  8 

Total 

~72 

A  new  scheme  was  decided  upon  during  1925,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  8  houses  at  Boxford  were  in 
course  of  erection,  and  building  in  other  parishes 
was  under  consideration.  The  extent  of  this  scheme 
has  not  yet  been  defined. 
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(3)  No  important  changes  in  population  took  place  during 
the  year,  and  no  important  changes  are  anticipated 
in  future,  though  the  population  of  Thatcham 
appears  likely  to  increase  steadily. 

Prior  to  1920,  the  paper  mills  in  the  parish  employed 
about  250  hands,  but  since  that  year  three  more 
mills  have  been  built  and  the  number  of  hands  has 
increased  to  about  850.  Many  of  the  additional 
employees  were  imported  and  could  not  at  first  be 
housed  locally,  but  are  inclined  to  settle  in  the 
neighbourhood  as  fast  as  houses  become  available. 

(II.) — Overcrowding : — 

(1)  The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  in  the  district 
cannot  be  stated  definitely,  but  is  known  to  be 
comparatively  small. 

(2)  Such  overcrowding  as  exists  is  principally  due  to  the 
size  of  the  cottages,  many  of  which  contain  no  more 
than  two  small  bedrooms.  Undesirable  mixing  of  the 
sexes  is  more  frequently  met  with  than  actual  over¬ 
crowding  in  such  cottages. 

(3)  The  few  cases  of  overcrowding  that  have  been  found 
have  been  difficult  to  deal  with  owing  to  the  lack  of 
better  accommodation. 

(4)  One  case  of  overcrowding  was  abated  during  the 
year.  In  this  case  a  house  was  occupied  by  two 
families  and  was  grossly  overcrowded.  As  the  result 
of  a  statutory  notice,  one  family  left  and  went  into 
Newbury  Poor  Law  Institution. 

(III.) — Fitness  of  houses  : — 

(1)  (a)  The  general  standard  of  the  working-class 
dwellings  is  poor,  as  a  large  proportion  are  very  old 
and  practically  worn-out.  The  newer  cottages  are 
of  good  type  as  a  rule. 
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(b)  Dampness  and  dilapidation  are  the  most  frequent 
defects  of  the  houses  which  are  unfit  for  habitation, 
and  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases  the  dampness 
and  general  unwholesomeness  of  the  premises  are 
aggravated  by  the  site  being  marshy  ground.  In¬ 
adequate  lighting  and  ventilation  are  also  common 
defects,  particularly  in  the  old  thatched  cottages. 

(c)  Lack  of  proper  management  and  supervision  by 
owners  is  in  many  cases  a  contributory  cause  of  the 
defective  state  of  the  houses. 

Misuse  by  tenants,  though  not  a  frequent  cause  of 
dilapidation,  is  often  contributory  to  dirty  conditions 
of  interior  of  houses. 

(2)  (a)  No  formal  action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
was  taken  during  the  year,  but  the  defects  of  50 
houses  were  remedied  as  the  result  of  informal 

.  ,  *  ►  ’  .  *  *  »  •  4  \  *  •  '  ' 

notices. 

(b)  During  the  year,  4  houses  were  rendered  fit 
for  habitation  in  consequence  of  statutory  notices 
under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1025;  2  houses 
were  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  a 
Closing  Order  was  made  in  respect  of  one  of  them. 

(3)  At  present  the  chief  difficulty  in  dealing  with  unfit 
houses  is  due  to  the  absence  of  available  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  occupants  who  would  be  displaced  during 
repairs  or  preliminary  to  demolition. 

(4)  The  water  supplies  in  the  district  are  principally 
from  private  wells.  In  7  of  the  17  parishes  piped 
supplies  exist,  but  as  a  rule  only  a  small  proportion 
of  the  houses  in  a  parish  are  served,  and  in  the  case 
of  the  working-class  dwellings  the  supply  is  mainly 
by  standpipes. 
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In  the  parish  of  Thatcham  about  half  the  working- 
class  dwellings  are  provided  with  water-closets,  all 
of  which  are  hand-flushed ;  in  the  villages  of  Don- 
nington  and  Stockcross  the  majority  of  the  houses 
have  cistern-flushed  water-closets,  and  in  the  village 
of  Speen  about  one-third  of  the  working-class 
dwellings  have  cistern-flushed  water-closets.  In  all 
cases  the  water-closets  are  connected  with  the  sewers. 
Elsewhere  in  the  district  the  closet  accommodation 
of  the  working-class  dwellings  consists  of  pail  privies 
and  vault  privies  of  which  the  former  greatly 
predominate. 

In  the  villages  of  Donnington,  Speen,  Stockcross, 
Thatcham  and  Woolhampton  about  half  of  the 
working-class  dwellings  are  provided  with  sinks  and 
drainage ;  elsewhere  sinks  and  drainage  are  exceptional 
in  the  older  dwellings,  though  usual  in  newly  built 
houses. 

There  is  no  public  scavenging  in  the  district, 
excepting  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham. 

(IV.) — Unhealthy  areas: — 

No  part  of  the  district  has  ever  been  represented  as 
an  unhealthy  area  ;  and  no  complaints  of  unhealthy 
areas  have  been  made.  The  unhealthy  areas  are  very 
small  and  can  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with  house  by 
house. 

(V.) — Bye-laws  relating  to  houses ,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings ,  and 
to  tents ,  vans ,  sheds ,  etc. : — 

(1)  The  building  bye-laws  were  revised  in  1914,  and 
follow  the  Local  Government  Board’s  Model  of  the 
Intermediate  Series  in  most  respects ;  but  depart 
from  the  Model  in  allowing  thatched  roofs— subject 
to  certain  safeguards  against  fire — in  order  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  owners  of  large  estates.  Under  these 
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bye-laws  dwellings  of  wood  or  other  cheap  material 
may  be  built,  subject  to  certain  restrictions.  There 
are  no  houses  let  in  lodgings,  in  the  accepted  meaning 
of  the  term,  in  the  district,  and  no  bye-laws  respecting 
such  houses  have  been  framed.  Bye-laws  relating  to 
tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.,  have  been  in  force  since  1898. 

(2)  The  building  bye-laws,  though  suitable  at  the 
time  they  were  framed,  are  possibly  somewhat  too 
restrictive  for  a  rural  district  under  present  housing 
conditions ;  and  bye-laws  based  upon  the  rural 
model  would  probably  be  more  suitable  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  district. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  ( b )  )  41 

(38  working-class  dwellings) 

( b )  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts : 

By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

By  other  bodies  or  persons ...  ...  ...  27 

1. — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection. — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housiug  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  117 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  57 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  •••  3 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

2. -Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ..,  ...  50 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 

Act ,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts —  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  1 5  of 

the  Housing  Act ,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  i 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT,  1925. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  C AU8ES  •««  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

88 

71 

1  Enteric  fever 

— 

— 

2  Small-pox 

— 

— 

3  Measles 

— 

— 

4  Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

5  Whooping  cough 

1 

— 

6  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

7  Influenza 

3 

7 

8  Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

9  Meningococcal  meningitis  ... 

— 

— 

10  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

4 

1 

11  Other  tuberculous  diseases... 

— 

1 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

11 

13 

13  Rheumatic  fever 

1 

1 

14  Diabetes 

1 

— 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

7 

6 

16  Heart  disease 

13 

11 

17  Arterio-sclerosis... 

7 

6 

18  Bronchitis 

3 

5 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

10 

1 

20  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

1 

— 

21  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

— 

22  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

23  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  ... 

2 

— 

24  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

— 

25  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

3 

1 

26  Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

27  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition  ... 

— 

— 

28  Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth 

3 

3 

29  Suicide 

2 

— 

30  Other  deaths  from  violence 

1 

1 

31  Other  defined  diseases 

13 

14 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year.  Total  ... 

4 

3 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

Total  Births 

113 

72 

Legitimate 

109 

69 

Illegitimate 

4 

3 

Population 

10,660 
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Wallingford  Urban  District. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of 

the  District. 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  ...  ...  380  acres 

Estimated  Population  (1925)  ...  ...  2,691 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  631 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  654 

Rateable  Value  (1925)  ...  ...  ...  £13,886 

t  r  f 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £58 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHAR¬ 
ACTER. — The  town  is  situated  on  the  Thames,  on  a  flat 
site  with  a  mean  altitude  of  about  165  feet  above  sea  level. 
The  subsoil  is  Valley  Gravel  overlying  the  Upper  Greensand. 

The  usual  trades  of  a  market  town  are  carried  on,  and 
there  is  no  large  industry. 


174 


WALLINGFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


METEOROLOGY. — Alderman  G.  F.  Slade,  m.b.e.,  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  particulars  of  the  rainfall  in 
the  town. 

RAINFALL  IN  1925. 


Month. 

Total  Depth. 

Greatesl 
24  h< 

;  fall  in 

Durs. 

Number  of 
days  with  -01 
inch  or  more 
recorded. 

January 

INCHES. 

1-94 

INCHES. 

•91 

DATE. 

1 

11 

February 

3  00 

•57 

25 

16 

March 

•59 

•14 

13 

9 

April 

307 

•  58 

5 

16 

May 

2-91 

•26 

CO 

1 

1 

CO 

23 

June 

•04 

•03 

26 

2 

July 

3-72 

•73 

22 

1 5 

August 

4-19 

•  75 

4—11 

17 

September 

2-53 

•61 

19 

16 

October 

2-40 

•  58 

19 

14 

November 

2  12 

•64 

2 

11 

December 

1-80 

•42 

22 

12 

Total 

28-31 

— 

— 

162 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Total  M. 

C  Legitimate  38  20 

Births  •< 

(  Illegitimate  2  1 

Deaths  ...  34 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 

childbirth  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 

births: — Legitimate  105  Illegitimate  Nil  Total  100 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

)f  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

ff  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 

Average  rates  for  the  10  years,  1915-1924: — 

Birth-rate  17*8  Death-rate  13*7  Infant  Mortality  54 


F. 

18 

1 


Birth-rate  14*8 


Death-rate 


12-6 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

. 

_____ 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Casks.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


The  fatal  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  had  been  duly 
notified. 

No  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  has  yet  been  found  necessary. 
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The  three  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria  arose  singly,  with 
intervals  of  several  months  between  any  two  cases.  The 
first  case  was  finally  diagnosed  as  not  Diphtheria  ;  the  clinical 
signs,  at  first  very  suggestive  of  that  disease,  rapidly 
disappeared,  and  repeated  swabs  gave  negative  results. 
The  remaining  two  cases  were  of  severe  type.  In  neither 
could  the  origin  be  found. 


OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.— Influenza  was 
prevalent  in  February  and  March  ;  and  Measles  broke  out 
in  October  but  did  not  spread  extensively.  In  December,  four 
cases  of  Jaundice  were  brought  to  my  notice,  and  investiga¬ 
tion  indicated  that  they  were  of  the  infective  variety  of  the 
disease.  The  four  persons  affected  were  children  of  either 
5  or  6  years  of  age;  all  attended  the  National  Infants’  School, 
though  one  child  had  not  attended  during  three  weeks 
preceding  the  onset  of  illness ;  and  three  of  them  lived  near 
each  other,  though  in  different  houses.  No  evidence  as  to 
the  origin  of  the  disease  could  be  obtained. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC.— The  Local  Authority 
bears  the  cost  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  used  for  prophylaxis 
or  treatment,  and  also  the  cost  of  all  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  public  health. 

Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  medical  practitioners  from  my 
office,  but  during  the  year  no  fresh  stocks  were  issued. 

Bacteriological  examinations  made  at  the  cost  of  the 
Local  Authority  consisted  of  2  specimens  examined  (one  at 
the  Royal  Berks  Hospital  and  one  at  the  Clinical  Research 
Association)  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli  with  negative  results,  and 
4  specimens  of  the  town  water  (two  sent  to  the  Ro}'al  Berks 
Hospital  and  two  to  a  private  laboratory)  examined  for  Bacilli 
Coli  and  for  total  bacterial  content. 
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No  Schick  or  Dick  tests  for  susceptibility  to  Diphtheria 
and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively  have  been  made,  nor  have  the 
recently  developed  methods  of  artificial  immunization  against 
these  diseases  been  employed. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  5  years, 

1921— 1925. 


The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  notifications 
during  each  of  the  5  years  : — 


Diphtheria 

1921 

1 

1922 

1 

1923 

2 

1924 

1925 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

8 

27 

1 

5 

1 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Malaria 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

6 

3 

4 

5 

4 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

... 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

During  the  past  15  years,  Diphtheria,  though  rarely 
absent  from  the  town  throughout  any  year,  has  never  spread 
to  any  considerable  extent,  and  most  of  the  cases  have 
occurred  singly.  Though  many  of  the  cases  have  been 
severe,  no  death  has  resulted  during  the  15  years. 

In  the  same  period,  Scarlet  Fever  has  only  twice  been 
prevalent,  viz. — in  1912,  when  20  cases  were  notified,  and  in 
1922.  The  type  of  disease  has  been  mild  and  no  fatal  cases 
have  occurred. 

The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)  in 
1923  was  the  first  to  be  notified  since  1904.  This  case  was 
an  instance  of  Paratyphoid  ft  infection,  and  the  source  could 
not  be  deSnitely  traced,  though  the  medical  attendant  was 
incliued  to  blame  watercress  eaten  by  the  patient. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  District. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL.— 
Tuberculosis  Hospitals  are  provided  by  the  County  Council, 
and  consist  of  the  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium, 
Peppard,  near  Reading,  and  the  Abingdon  Sanatorium,  near 
the  town  of  Abingdon. 

The  General  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  district  is  that  of 
Wallingford  and  Crowmarsh  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  District 
which  consists  of  the  Urban  District  of  Wallingford  and  the 
Rural  Districts  of  Wallingford  and  Crowmarsh  (Oxon).  The 
hospital  is  situated  in  Wallingford  Rural  District,  just  outside 
the  town,  and  consists  of  a  permanent  administration  block, 
three  corrugated  iron  ward  blocks,  containing  15  beds,  and 
one  ward  block  of  permanent  character,  containing  4  beds, 
(with  1  additional  bed  in  an  annexe),  and  a  day  room  for 
convalescents,  the  total  of  beds  being  therefore  20. 


During  1925,  the  following  cases  were  admitted  : — 


District. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Wallingford  Urban 

o 

O 

1 

Wallingford  Rural 

3 

12 

Crowmarsh  Rural 

0 

2 

Totals 

6 

15 

The  isolation  of  Smallpox  is  provided  for  by  the  South 
Chilterns  (formerly  the  Henley  and  Wallingford)  Joint 
Smallpox  Hospital.  The  Joint  Hospital  District  includes  the 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Wallingford.  The  hospital  is 
situated  at  Pishill,  Oxfordshire,  and  has  accommodation  for 
six  male  and  six  female  patients,  with  scope  for  extension. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — (a)  For  infectious  cases 
(other  than  Smallpox)  the  horse  ambulance  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital  is  used.  The  Smallpox  Hospital  lias  not  yet  been 
provided  with  an  ambulance,  (b)  For  non-infeetious  and 
accident  cases  a  Red  Cross  motor  ambulance  is  stationed  in 
the  town. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.-No  maternity 
and  child  welfare  centre  has  been  established.  The  annual 
number  of  births  is  very  small. 

An  Eye  Clinic  for  elementary  school  children  is  held  at 
the  Council  Boys’  School  by  arrangement.  X  ray  treatment 
of  ringworm  is  carried  out  in  Reading  by  arrangement. 

The  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  has  no  Dispensary  or 
Calling  Station  in  the  town  :  the  Dispensary  held  at  the 
Shire  Hall,  Reading,  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  in  the  month 
and  every  Saturday,  10 — 4  p.m.,  is  the  most  convenient  for 
Wallingford  patients. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Royal  Berks 
Hospital,  Reading  :  Men — Wednesdays,  2  p.m.  ;  Saturdays, 

5  p.m.  Women — Wednesdays,  5  p.m.  ;  Saturdays,  3  p.m., 
and  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford  :  Men — Wednesdays, 

6  p.m.;  Saturdays,  3  p.m.  Women — Mondays,  6  p.m.; 
Wednesdays,  3  p.m. 

An  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  provided  by  the  Central  Committee 
for  the  Care  of  Cripples,  is  held  at  the  Morrell  Memorial 
Hospital  on  alternate  Thursdays,  at  2.30  p.m. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.— The  Sanitary  staff 
consists,  in  addition  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Gray,  who  is  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
the  adjoining  Rural  District  of  Crowmarsh  (Oxon)  also,  and 
devotes  his  whole  time  to  the  duties  of  the  two  offices, 
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Mr.  Gray  holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  certificate  of 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  Half  of  his  salary  is  repaid  by 
the  County  Council  out  of  Exchequer  grants. 

Since  June,  1925,  inspections  under  the  Public  Health 
(Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  have  been  carried  out  by  Mr. 
T.  M.  C.  Hunt,  M.R.C.Y.S.,  who  is  employed  as  a  part-time 
officer. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— 
(a)  GENERAL. — District  nursing  is  carried  out  in  the  town 
by  an  association  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association 
and  receiving,  through  the  latter,  subsidies  from  the  County 
Council  for  midwifery  and  maternity  and  child  welfare  work 
and  for  nursing  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  Measles. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases. — The  district  nursing 
association  undertakes  the  nursing  of  Measles. 

MID  WIVES. — Midwives  are  not  employed  or  subsidised 
by  the  public  health  authority.  Four  midwives  practise  in 
town  ;  two  of  them  are  nurses  at  the  Poor  Law  Institution. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE.— The  following  adoptive 
Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  in  the  district : — 

ACTS.— 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Part  III. 

BYE-LAWS  as  to— 

Common  Lodging  houses,  1894. 

Slaughter  houses,  1922. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds.  1900. 

Cleansing  of  Footways,  1894. 

Cleansing  of  Privies,  1894. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances,  1894. 

Keeping  of  Animals,  1894. 

New  Streets  aud  Buildings,  1915. 
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REGULATIONS  as  to— 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  1901. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — The  town  is  supplied  from  the 
municipal  waterworks,  which,  up  to  1925,  consisted  of  a 
single  boring  in  the  Upper  Greensand  from  which  the  water 
was  pumped  to  a  water  tower  by  means  of  a  single  set  of 
pumps  with  gas  engines  in  duplicate.  For  several  years  the 
supply  had  been  barely  adequate,  owing  to  limited  pumping 
capacity  and  increase  in  consumption — the  latter  due  not  so 
much  to  growth  of  population  as  to  increased  use  per  head 
for  both  domestic  and  trade  purposes.  The  storage  capacity 
was  equivalent  to  only  a  few  hours  supply,  consequently 
there  Avas  no  reserve  in  the  eA^ent  of  a  break-doAvn  of  the 
pumps.  The  Local  Authority  decided  to  provide  a  supple¬ 
mentary  supply,  and  after  a  local  inquiry,  held  in  May,  1925, 
the  Ministry  of  Health  sanctioned  the  raising  of  a  loan  for 
the  purpose. 

The  supplementary  supply,  Avhich  Avas  installed  by  the 
end  of  October,  1925,  consists  of  a  neAV  boring,  on  the  same 
site  and  tapping  the  same  formation  as  the  original  boring, 
Avith  a  new  pumping  set  and  gas  engine.  Increase  of  the 
storage  capacity  Avas  not  considered  necessary. 

The  supply  is  distributed  on  the  constant  system  and  is 
now  abundant.  In  the  past  the  results  of  both  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examinations  of  the  A\rater  have  been  consistent 
Avith  a  high  degree  of  purity  ;  but  samples  taken  in  May, 
1925,  shoAved  the  presence  of  both  B.  Coli  and  Streptococci 
in  small  amounts  of  Avater.  As  no  evidence  of  contamination 
at  or  near  the  waterworks  could  be  found,  accidental 
contamination  during  sampling  Avas  suspected.  The  samples 
had  been  taken  from  a  tap  (on  the  rising  main)  situated  over 
a  bath  and  soiled  by  splashings,  and,  although  the  Avater  Avas 
run  for  some  time  before  a  sample  was  takeu,  it  is  possible 
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that  particles  of  organic  matter  containing  bacteria  still 
adhered  to  the  metal.  The  tap  was  cleaned  and  sterilized 
by  heat,  and  subsequent  samples,  taken  both  during  a 
prolonged  drought  and  also  after  heavy  rains  following  the 
drought,  gave  uniformly  good  results. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — The  town  is  sewered 
on  the  separate  system  and  practically  every  house  is  connected 
with  the  sewers.  The  levels  do  not  permit  of  conveyance  of 
the  sewage  to  the  outfall  by  gravitation,  and  propulsion  by 
means  of  compressed  air  is  employed.  At  the  outfall  the 
sewage  is  treated  by  broad  irrigation  of  the  land. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. — Closet  accommodation 
consists  almost  entirely  of  cistern-flushed  water-closets. 

SCAVENGING.— Domestic  refuse  is  collected  once  a 
week  and  disposed  of  partly  by  tipping  and  partly  by  burning 
in  the  open. 

The  present  tip  is  situated  in  Wallingford  Rural  District, 
and  complaints  of  nuisance  to  the  occupants  of  a  neighbouring 
house  were  made  during  the  year.  Steps  are  being  taken  to 
mitigate  the  nuisance,  which  is  caused  chiefly  by  the  burning 
of  paper  with  which  some  organic  matter  has  become  mixed 
and  also  by  the  unauthorized  deposit  of  offensive  trade  refuse 
at  the  tip. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.— 
Mr.  Gray,  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  supplied  the  following 


summary  of  work  done  during  the  year : — 

No.  of  Different  Premises  visited  ... 

...  598 

,,  House-to-house  Inspections 

80 

,,  Inspections  and  Re-inspections 

...  799 

„  Complaints  received 

2 

„  Nuisances  discovered 

90 
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(  Intimation 
No.  of  Notices  served  -< 

{  Statutory 

„  Prosecutions 

Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 

No.  of  Nuisances  Abated — 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  etc. 

,,  Drains  and  Cesspools... 

„  Pigs  or  other  animals 
,,  Cow,  Slaughter  and  Bakehouses 
„  Deficient  or  impure  water 
,,  Foul  or  dilapidated  houses 
,,  Overcrowded  houses  ... 

„  Houses  unfit  for  habitation 
„  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  etc.... 
„  Other  nuisances 


No.  of  Premises  disinfected 

„  Water  samples  taken  for  examination 

„  Food  and  drug  samples 

,,  Seizures  of  unsound  meat,  etc. 

„  W.C.’s  provided  ... 

„  Earth  closets  provided 

„  Wells  closed 


>> 


Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 
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No.  of  New  wells  sunk  ...  ...  _ 

•  •  •••  •••  ••• 

„  Houses  connected  with  water  mains  ...  18 

„  Water  certificates  granted ...  ...  ...  — 

Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  — 


Common  Lodging  houses — No.  on  Register 
jj  5,  ,,  No.  of  Inspections 

Milkshops  No.  on  Register 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  „ 

Slaughter  houses 
Bakehouses 

Milkshops  No.  of  Inspections 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  F arms  „ 

Slaughter  houses  „ 

Bakehouses  „  „ 

Piggeries  „  „ 

*  Including  46  inspections  by  the  veterinary  inspector. 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


6 

1 

5 

6 

24 

4 

70* 

26 

16 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 

I.  INSPECTIONS. 


Inspections  Number  of 

Premises.  made.  Written  notices.  Prosecutions 

1.  Factories  ...  ...  0  0  0 

(Including  factory  laundries). 

2.  Workshops  ...  40  3  0 

(Including  workshop  laundries.) 

3.  Workplaces  ...  15  1  0 


Totals  55 


4 


0 
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II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Found. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 


Number  of  Defects 

Referred 

Remedied.  to  H.M. 

Prosecu¬ 

Inspector. 

tions. 

Want  of  cleanliness  3 

Sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation  insufficient  1 

Other  offences  0 


3 

0 

0 


0  0 

0  0 
0  0 


Totals  4  3  0  0 


III.  HOME  WORK.— OUTWORKERS  LISTS. 


Lists  received  from  employers 
(sending  twice  in  the  year). 
Nature  of  Work.  Lists.  Outworkers. 

Wearing  Apparel  ...  ...  2  4 

(Making,  etc.) 


Offences  in  connection  with  outworkers 


Nil 


IV.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  Register.  Number. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Total  No.  of  Workshops  on  Register  ...  28 


V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 
Nil. 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS.— 
Apart  from  slaughter-houses,  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops, 
which  are  dealt  with  under  the  heading  of  Inspection  and 
Supervision  of  Food,  there  are  practically  no  premises  or 
occupations  which  come  within  this  description. 

SCHOOLS. — See  pages  24  aud  25. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLIES. — Arrangements  for  the  supply  and 
distribution  of  milk  are  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  town. 
No  action  under  the  various  Milk  and  Dairies  Acte  or  Orders 
was  taken  during  the  year,  but  improvements  to  one  dairy 
were  effected  as  the  result  of  informal  action. 

The  milkshops  have  been  found  satisfactory  whenever 
inspected. 

No  graded  milk  is  produced  in  the  town  and  no  samples 
of  milk  have  been  examined  bacteriologically. 


MEAT. — The  number  of  private  slaughter-houses  at  the 
dates  given  was  as  follows: — 

In  1920.  In  January,  1925.  In  December,  1925. 


Registered  4 

Licensed  0 

Total  4 


4 

1 

5 


4 
1 

5 


The  following  meat  was  condemned  during  the  year : — 
The  offal  of  one  bullock  affected  with  Tuberculosis. 

The  carcase  and  offal  of  one  pig  „  „  „ 

One  pig’s  liver  ...  ...  ,,  »  Cirrhosis. 

All  the  above  was  surrendered  and  disposed  of  by  burial. 
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No  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924,  has  been  found  necessary. 

The  five  slaughter-houses  were  well  conducted  during 
the  year;  and  no  fault  was  found  with  the  butchers’  shops 
or  with  methods  of  conveying  meat. 

OTHER  FOODS. — The  structural  condition  of  the  six 
bakehouses  is  satisfactory,  and  all  were  found  to  be  clean 
when  inspected. 

No  diseased  or  unsound  food,  other  than  meat,  was 
discovered  during  the  year. 

Housing. 

(I.) — General  housing  conditions  in  the  district : — 

(1)  The  total  number  of  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  approximately  670,  of  which  about  510  were 
working-class  dwellings. 

During  the  year,  2  new  houses  (one  working-class) 
were  built  privately,  and  16  working-class  dwellings 
were  built  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(2)  (a)  The  present  shortage  of  houses  is  estimated  at 
about  50. 

( b )  The  Local  Authority’s  building  scheme  of  1920 
provided  for  the  erection  of  40  houses,  but  this 
number  was  afterwards  increased  to  60.  By  the  end 
of  1921,  when  further  progress  was  stopped,  20 
houses  had  been  built. 

Nothing  more  was  done  until  1925  when  a  further 
16  houses  were  erected.  Additional  schemes  are 
under  consideration. 

(3)  No  important  changes  in  population  took  place  during 
the  year,  nor  are  any  marked  changes  anticipated  in 
the  future. 
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(II.) — Overcrowding  : — 

(1)  The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  about  25. 

(2)  Overcrowding  is  principally  due  to  the  small  size  of 
the  older  houses,  a  large  proportion  of  which  contain 
only  two  small  bedrooms  while  a  few  contain  only  one 
bedroom.  Few  instances  of  two  families  occupying 
one  house  are  known. 

(3)  Overcrowding  has  been  very  difficult  to  deal  with  in 
the  past,  owing  to  the  lack  of  other  accommodation. 
The  present  housing  policy  of  the  Local  Authority 
helps  in  overcoming  this  difficulty. 

(4)  Ten  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated  during  the 
year.  In  all  cases  the  tenants  removed  into  the  Local 
Authority’s  newly  built  houses.  In  selection  of 
tenants  preference  was  given  to  the  occupants  of 
overcrowded  houses  ;  and  it  is  understood  that  this 
practice  will  be  continued. 

(ILL) — Fitness  of  houses  : — • 

(1)  (a)  The  general  standard  of  the  working-class 
dwellings  is  low,  as  a  large  proportion  are  very  old 
and  of  inferior  design.  Only  1 1  houses  are  of  the 
back-to-back  type,  but  many  of  the  remainder  have 
extremely  small,  enclosed  yards. 

The  newer  houses  are  satisfactory  on  the  whole. 

(5)  Dampness  and  general  dilapidation  are  the  most 
frequent  defects  of  those  houses  which  are  unfit  for 
habitation,  but  inadequate  lighting  and  ventilation 
are  additional  defects  commonly  met  with. 

(c)  Many  of  the  most  serious  defects  are  inherent  iu 
the  houses  themselves  ;  lack  of  proper  management 
and  supervision  by  owners,  which  has  been  a  con¬ 
tributory  factor  in  the  past,  is  now  less  in  evidence. 
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Misuse  by  tenants  is  commonly  the  cause  of  dirty 
state  of  interiors  of  houses,  but  rarely  the  cause  of 
dilapidations. 

(2)  (a)  No  statutory  action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
was  taken  during  the  year,  but  the  defects  of  16 
houses  were  remedied  in  consequence  of  informal  action. 

( b )  Four  Closing  Orders  with  respect  to  houses  unfit 
for  habitation  were  made  during  the  year.  All  four 
houses,  together  with  one  which  was  closed  by  Order 
in  the  preceding  year,  were  rendered  fit  for  habitation 
and  the  Closing  Orders  were  determined.  The  owner 
of  one  of  these  houses  undertook  to  render  three 
adjoining  houses,  which  were  in  an  equally  bad  state, 
and  also  belonged  to  him,  fit  for  habitation,  and  the 
work  is  now  in  progress.  When  the  Closing  Order 
upon  the  one  house  was  determined,  the  occupants  of 
one  of  the  other  three  houses  were  moved  into  this 
one  while  their  house  was  being  rendered  fit,  and  this 
method  of  moving  from  house  to  house  will  be 
continued  until  the  whole  block  has  been  dealt  with. 

(3)  Up  to  the  present  the  chief  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
unfit  houses  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  can  rarely,  if 
ever,  be  rendered  fit  while  still  occupied,  and  there  is 
little  alternative  accommodation  for  the  occupants. 

(4)  The  water  supply  of  all  the  houses  in  the  district  is 
derived  from  the  town  mains,  and,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  the  houses  have  internal  supplies.  Closet 
accommodation  consists  almost  entirely  of  cistern- 
flushed  water-closets  ;  and,  with  few  exceptions,  each 
house  has  a  separate  closet.  Practically  all  the 
houses  have  drains  connected  with  the  sewers,  but 
about  20  of  them  are  without  sinks — yard  gullies 
being  used  instead.  Solid  domestic  refuse  is  deposited 
in  movable  receptacles,  which  often  consist  of  odd 
boxes  or  tins  unsuitable  for  the  purpose,  and  is 
collected  once  a  week. 
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(IV.) — Unhealthy  areas: — • 

No  part  of  the  district  has  ever  been  represented  as 
an  -unhealthy  area,  and  no  formal  complaints  of 
unhealthy  areas  have  been  received. 

The  unhealthy  areas  in  the  town  are  of  small  extent 
and  can  probably  be  more  satisfactorily  dealt  with 
house  by  house  than  by  improvement  schemes. 

(V.) — Bye-laws  relating  to  houses ,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings ,  and 
to  tents ,  vans ,  sheds ,  etc . : — 

(1)  The  building  bye-laws,  as  revised  in  1915,  follow  the 
Local  Government  Board’s  Urban  Model,  with  the 
insertion  of  the  clause  which,  subject  to  certain 
restrictions,  exempts  small  domestic  buildings  from 
the  operation  of  the  bye-laws  respecting  the  structure 
of  walls.  There  are  no  bye-laws  relating  to  houses 
let  in  lodgings  and  no  houses  of  this  kind,  in  the 
generally  accepted  meaning  of  the  term,  are  known 
to  exist.  Bye-laws  relating  to  tents,  vans,  sheds  and 
similar  structures  have  been  in  force  since  1900. 

(2)  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  need  at  present  for 
new  bye-laws  or  for  revision  of  existing  bye-laws. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  )  18 

(1  working-class  dwelling) 

(5)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  16 

By  other  bodies  or  persons ...  ...  ...  1 


1. — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

INSPECTION. — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  .,.  598 


•  •  • 


•  t  • 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  80 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

2.  -Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ..,  ...  16 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 

Act ,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts —  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  1 5  of 

the  Housing  Act ,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  4 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 
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Causes  of  Death  in 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  •••  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

18 

16 

1  Enteric  fever 

— 

— 

2  Small-pox 

— 

— 

3  Measles 

— 

— 

4  Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

5  Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

6  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

7  Influenza 

2 

— 

8  Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

9  Meningococcal  meningitis  ... 

— 

— 

10  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

11  Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

_ 

— 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

— 

2 

13  Rheumatic  fever... 

— 

— 

14  Diabetes 

— 

— 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

— 

3 

16  Heart  disease 

7 

6 

17  Arterio-sclerosis ... 

2 

1 

18  Bronchitis 

— 

— 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

— 

20  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

21  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

— 

22  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

23  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  ... 

— 

1 

24  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

— 

25  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

— 

— 

26  Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

27  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition... 

— 

— 

28  Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth 

2 

1 

29  Suicide 

_ 

— 

30  Other  deaths  from  violence 

2 

1 

31  Other  defined  diseases  ...  ..  ...  • 

1 

1 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year.  Total  ... 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Total  Births 

21 

19 

Legitimate 

20 

18 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

P  Ol’CLATIO.N 

2,691 

' 
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Wallingford  Rural  District. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of 

the  District. 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  ...  ...  22,152  acres 


Estimated  Population  (1925) — For  birth-rate  8,631 

For  death-rate  8,331 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  1,522 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  1,587 

Rateable  Value  (1925)  ...  ...  ...  £73,178 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate...  ...  £275 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHAR¬ 
ACTER. — The  district  lies  in  the  Thames  Valley  and  is  flat 
on  the  whole  with  an  altitude  mainly  between  160  and  200  feet 
above  sea  level.  In  the  north-west  portion  the  subsoil 
consists  for  the  most  part  of  Gault  Clay;  but  Long  Wittenham 
is  situated  on  Valley  Gravel.  Brightwell,  Sotwell,  East  and 
West  Hagbourne  and  North  and  South  Moreton  are  on  the 
Upper  Greensand ;  Cholsey  and  Aston  are  partly  on  the 
Upper  Greensand  and  partly  on  the  Chalk.  Excepting  for 
Didcot,  a  railway  depot,  where  also  an  Army  Ordnance  Depot 
is  partly  situated,  the  district  is  entirely  agricultural  aud 
residential. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Births  ■] 

'  Legitimate  128 

61 

67  4 

1 

>  Birth-rate 

15-3 

i 

^  Illegitimate  4 

1 

3  ) 

Deaths 

53 

Death-rate 

6-3 

Number  of  women  dying  in, 

or  in 

consequence  of, 

childbirth — From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 

births: — Legitimate  8  Illegitimate  Nil  Total  7 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 

Average  rates  for  the  10  years,  1915-1924: — 

Birth-rate  17*2  Death-rate  11T  Infant  Mortality  58 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

__ 

_ 

Diphtheria 

4 

3 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

12 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) ... 

____ 

_ 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

2 

1* 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

— 

*  Wallingford  Cottage  Hospital. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


One  of  the  five  fatal  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
had  not  previously  been  notified.  In  this  case  death  took 
place  in  a  general  hospital  outside  the  district. 

No  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  has  yet  been  found 
necessary. 

The  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year 
consisted  of  two  at  Cholsey,  separated  by  an  interval  of  over 
four  months,  one  at  Didcot  and  one  at  West  Hagbourne. 
The  last  was  of  a  mild  type;  the  remaining  three  were  rather 
severe.  In  no  case  could  any  clue  to  the  source  of  infection 
be  found. 

Scarlet  Fever  affected  six  parishes,  but,  with  the 
exception  of  Long  Wittenham  where  six  cases  occurred,  no 
parish  had  more  than  two  cases.  The  first  case  at  Long 
Wittenham  arose  in  October;  the  patient,  a  school-child, 
was  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital  and  resumed  attendance 
at  the  village  school  on  November  30th.  On  December  2nd 
another  child  attending  the  school  was  taken  ill  with  what 
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afterwards  transpired  to  be  Scarlet  Fever,  and  stayed  away 
from  school  until  December  9th,  but  received  no  medical 
attention.  This  child  remained  at  school  from  December  9th 
until  December  17th,  when  his  mother  was  found  to  have 
Scarlet  Fever  (onset  December  15th),  and  the  nature  of  the 
child’s  illness  was  made  evident  by  the  peeling  then  discovered 
by  the  medical  attendant.  rl  hree  other  cases  arose  amongst 
the  school-children,  the  respective  dates  of  onset  being 
December  13th,  16th  and  23rd.  Visits  to  the  school  and 
to  absentees  from  school  disclosed  no  further  unrecognised 
cases ;  but  the  first  case  of  all  was  found  to  have  a  sore  nose 
with  slight  discharge  and  may  possibly  have  been  the  direct 
or  indirect  source  of  infection  of  the  other  children,  as  such 
a  condition  during  convalescence  from  Scarlet  Fever  is  very 
liable  to  be  infective.  The  remaining  cases  in  the  district 
were  of  no  special  interest. 

One  of  the  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  was  a  man 
who  worked  in  Cardiff  and  came  to  his  home  at  East 
Hagbourne  on  occasional  week-ends.  Prior  to  his  illness  lie 
had  not  been  home  for  several  months  and  was  already  ill 
on  arrival  home  on  the  last  occasion,  so  the  disease  was 
undoubtedly  contracted  in  Cardiff.  This  was  a  very  severe 
and  rapidly  fatal  case.  The  other  case  of  the  disease  was  a 
girl  of  12  living  at  Cholsey.  There  was  some  doubt  as  to 
the  diagnosis.  Though  the  general  symptoms  were  very 
suggestive  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  confirmatory  local 
signs  were  absent,  and  recovery  was  more  rapid  and 
complete  than  would  be  expected  in  a  case  of  this  disease 
which  presented  such  acute  and  alarming  initial  symptoms 
as  were  evident  in  this  instance.  The  child  was  treated  in 
the  Wallingford  Cottage  Hospital. 

One  of  the  three  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was 
an  infant  born  in  a  maternity  hospital  in  London,  and  treated 
in  that  institution  ;  the  other  two  were  treated  in  their  own 
homes.  All  three  recovered  without  any  permanent  injury 
to  vision. 


WALLINGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


199 


OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.-Apart  from  Influenza, 
which  was  prevalent  in  February  and  March,  and  Whooping 
Cough,  which  broke  out  in  parts  of  the  district  during  the 
early  months,  no  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness  or 
invalidity,  other  than  notifiable  diseases,  were  evident  during 
the  year.  No  school  was  closed  for  infectious  disease,  but 
the  attendance  at  the  following  schools  was  reduced  to 
below  60  per  cent,  of  the  average  by  the  diseases  and  for 
the  periods  stated  : — 

North  Moreton;  Whooping  Cough;  2  weeks  in  February. 

Long  Wittenham  ;  Chickenpox;  1  week  in  February. 

South  Moreton  ;  Chickenpox ;  1  week  in  May. 

LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC.— The  Local  Authority 
bears  the  cost  of  Antitoxin  used  for  the  treatment  of 
Diphtheria,  and  also  the  cost  of  all  bacteriological 
examinations  necessary  in  the  interest  of  the  public  health. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  medical  practitioners 
from  my  office,  and  during  the  year  5  doses  (8,000  units  each) 
were  issued. 

Bacteriological  examinations  during  the  year  consisted 
of  12  specimens  examined  lor  Diphtheria  Bacilli  (11  at  the 
Royal  Berks  Hospital,  and  1  at  the  Clinical  Research 
Association),  in  addition  to  specimens  sent  from  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  Two  of  the  12  specimens  gave  positive  results. 

No  Schick  or  Dick  tests  for  susceptibility  to  Diphtheria 
and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively  have  been  made,  nor  has 
any  use  been  made  of  the  recently  developed  methods  of 
artificial  immunization  against  these  diseases. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  5  years, 

1921— 1925. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  notifications 
during  each  of  the  5  years  : — 


Diphtheria 

1921 

25 

1922 

21 

1923 

6 

1924 

1925 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

30 

46 

30 

15 

14 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Malaria 

•  •  • 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

5 

7 

14 

7 

15 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

... 

2 

2 

— 

4 

3 

The  district  has  been  subject  to  outbreaks  of  Diphtheria 
from  time  to  time,  but  the  outbreaks  have  never  been  very 
extensive  and  the  number  of  notified  cases  in  1921  and  1922 
is  the  highest  for  any  two  consecutive  years  since  notification 
first  became  compulsory,  in  1890.  Thirty-five  of  the  46  cases 
notified  in  the  two  years  were  contributed  by  an  outbreak 
in  Didcot  and  the  adjoining  parts  of  the  parish  of  East 
Hagbourne,  which  commenced  in  October  1921  and 
continued  until  February  1922,  after  which  one  or  two 
sporadic  cases  arose  at  intervals.  rl  he  majority  of  the 
patients  Avere  school-children,  and  mild  unrecognised  cases 
appeared  to  be  chiefly  responsible  for  the  spread  of  infection. 
Only  one  death  has  been  attributed  to  the  disease  during  the 
past  five  years. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  in  the 
three  years  1921 — 1923  was  higher  than  in  any  other 
corresponding  period  in  the  records  of  the  district.  During 
the  same  period  the  disease  was  unusually  prevalent  in 
neighbouring  districts  and  in  the  south  of  England  generally. 
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Here  the  disease  was  for  the  most  part  of  an  extremely 
mild  type,  though  occasional  severe  cases  occurred,  and 
many  previously  unrecognised  cases  were  discovered  during 
investigations  of  the  various  outbreaks. 

One  death  was  due  to  the  disease  during  the  five  years. 

No  case  of  Enteric  or  Paratyphoid  Fever  has  been 
notified  since  1917. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  District. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL.— 
The  same  as  for  Wallingford  Urban  District  (see  page  178). 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES.— As  for  Wallingford  Urban 
District  (see  page  179). 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.— The  only 
clinic  or  treatment  centre  held  in  the  district  is  an  Eye 
Clinic,  for  school  children,  held  at  the  Old  School  House, 
Didcot,  by  arrangement.  Other  clinical  facilities  are  the 
same  as  for  Wallingford  Urban  District  (see  page  179). 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.— The  sanitary  staff 
consists,  in  addition  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Lay,  who  acts  also  as  road  surveyor 
and  inspector  of  new  buildings. 

Mr.  Lay  is  not  bound  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  his 
public  duties.  Half  of  his  salary  as  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
repaid  by  the  County  Council  out  of  Exchequer  grants. 

Since  September,  1925,  the  inspections  under  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  have  been  carried  out  by 
Mr.  T.  M.  C.  Hunt,  M.R.C.V.S.,  who  is  employed  as  a  part-time 
officer. 
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PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— 
(a)  General. — District  nursing  associations  cover  ten  of 
the  fourteen  parishes,  viz.  : — Aston  Tirrold,  Aston  Upthorpe, 
Cholsey,  Clapcot,  Didcot,  East  Hagbourne,  West  Hagbourne, 
North  Moreton,  South  Moreton  and  Moulsford.  All  these 
associations  are  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association 
and  receive  subsidies  from  the  County  Council  for  midwifery, 
maternity  and  health  visiting  and  for  nursing  patients 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  or  Measles,  (b)  For  Infectious 
Diseases. — The  same  associations  undertake  the  nursing  of 
Measles. 

MID  WIVES. — No  midwife  is  employed  or  subsidised  by 
the  public  health  authority.  Six  mid  wives  reside  and  practise 
in  the  district,  and  midwives  residing  in  Oxfordshire  and 
in  Wallingford  Urban  District  occasionally  practise  in  the 
district. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. — The  following  adoptive 
Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  in  the  district : — 

ACTS. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  Part  III,  1890. 

BYE-LAWS— 

Respecting  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  1900. 

New  Buildings  (Didcot  and  the  East  Hagbourne 
Special  Drainage  District),  1924 

,,  New  Buildings  (remainder  of  the  District),  1924. 

„  Common  Lodging  Houses,  1915. 

REGULATIONS— 

Respecting  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  1900. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — Tlie  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the 

water  supply  of  each  parish : — 

Aston  TlRROLD. — Private  wells — chiefly  shallow  wells  in 
Upper  Greensand. 

ASTON  Upthorpe. — Private  wells — chiefly  shallow  wells  in 
Upper  Greensand  or  chalk. 

BRIGHTWELL. — A  small  portion  of  the  parish  which  adjoins 
Wallingford  Urban  District  is  supplied  from  the  town 
mains.  The  rest  of  the  parish  is  dependent  upon  private 
wells,  most  of  which  are  shallow  wells  in  Upper  Greensand. 

Cholsey. — Private  wells,  mainly  shallow  wells  in  Upper 
Greensand  or  gravel. 

Clapcot. — A  few  houses  are  supplied  from  Wallingford  town 
mains,  and  a  few  other  cottages  have  an  estate  supply. 
Private  wells  (shallow  wells  in  Upper  Greensand)  for  the 
remainder. 

DlDCOT. — Part  of  the  parish  is  supplied,  by  arrangement 
with  the  Local  Authority,  from  the  G.W.R.  waterworks 
and  from  the  waterworks  of  the  Army  Ordnance  Depot. 
Private  wells  for  the  rest  of  the  parish — mostly  sunk  in 
clay  and  tapping  veins  of  sand. 

IlAGBOURNE,  East. — Part  of  the  parish  is  supplied  from  the 
G.W.R.  waterworks  and  the  Army  Ordnance  Depot. 
Private  wells  for  the  rest  of  the  parish,  sunk  either  in 
clay  or  in  the  exposed  Upper  Greensand. 

HAGBOURNE,  West. — Private  wells,  similar  to  those  at  East 
Hagbourne. 

MORETON,  North. — Private  wells,  similar  to  those  at  East 
and  West  Hagbourne. 

Moreton,  South. — Private  shallow  wells  in  Upper  Greensand 
or  gravel. 
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Moulsford. — One  standpipe  in  the  village,  in  connection 
with  an  estate  reservoir.  Private  wells  for  the  remainder 
of  the  parish — mostly  in  chalk  or  gravel  and  of  the 
shallow  type. 

Sotwell. — Private  shallow  wells  in  Upper  Greensand. 

YY ITTENHAM,  Little. — An  estate  supply  by  means  of  stand¬ 
pipes  serves  19  houses.  Private  wells,  in  gravel  or 
exposed  Greensand,  for  the  remainder. 

WlTTENHAM,  Long. — Private  wells — mostly  shallow  wells  in 
gravel. 

Nearly  all  the  private  wells  in  the  district  are  of  the 
shallow  type. 

The  piped  supplies  are  of  good  quality  and  are  distributed 
oil  the  constant  system. 

The  recent  growth  of  Didcot  and  the  North  Ward  of 
East  Hagbourne  Parish  has  rendered  the  supplies  from  the 
G.W.R.  and  the  Army  Ordnance  waterworks  barely  adequate 
for  the  needs  of  the  consumers,  especially  in  times  of 
drought,  and  a  further  source  of  supply  is  now  being  sought 
by  the  Local  Authority. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — The  only  part  of  the 
district  which  is  sewered  is  the  Special  Drainage  District  of 
Didcot  and  East  Hagbourne,  which  comprises  part  of  the 
village  of  Didcot  and  the  North  Ward  of  the  parish  of  East 
Hagbourne.  The  sewage  was  formerly  disposed  of  by  broad 
irrigation  over  clay  land,  which  was  not  very  suitable  for 
the  purpose  at  any  time  and  became  quite  unsuitable  for  the 
increased  volume  of  sewage  consequent  upon  the  growth  of 
population  in  recent  years.  In  1924,  the  system  of  disposal 
was  extended  and  improved. 
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Additional  land,  amounting  to  nearly  2  acres,  was 
acquired  ;  three  circular  filters  (clinker)  were  constructed  ; 
a  balancing  tank  to  feed  the  filters  and  adequate  pumping 
machinery  were  installed.  The  sewage,  after  passing  through 
detritus  and  sedimentation  tanks,  is  pumped  into  the  high- 
level  balancing  tank,  from  which  it  passes  to  the  filters,  and 
the  filter  effluent  is  irrigated  over  the  land.  Suitable 
provision  for  storm  water  has  been  made.  The  new  system 
is  working  satisfactorily. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.— In  the  sewered  portions 
of  the  district  (the  Special  Drainage  District  of  Didcot  and 
East  Hagbourne)  most  of  the  houses  are  provided  with 
water  closets,  about  two-thirds  of  which  are  cistern-flushed. 
Elsewhere,  excepting  for  the  larger  residences  most  of  which 
have  water  closets  discharging  either  into  cesspools  or  into 
small  purification  plants,  the  closets  are  either  pail  privies  or 
vault  privies — the  former  greatly  predominating  and  only 
about  30  of  the  latter  now  remaining. 

SCAVENGING. — Scavenging  is  carried  out  in  the 
Parishes  of  Aston  Tirrold,  Aston  Upthorpe,  Cholsey,  Didcot 
and  East  Hagbourne.  Collection  is  in  all  cases  limited  to 
dry  refuse  and  is  carried  out  monthly  at  Aston  Tirrold  and 
Aston  Upthorpe,  weekly  at  Cholsey  and  in  the  Special 
Drainage  District  of  Didcot  and  East  Hagbourne,  fortnightly 
in  the  village  of  East  Hagbourne  and  daily  at  the  Army 
Ordnance  Depot.  The  refuse  from  the  parishes  of  Didcot 
and  East  Hagbourne  is  now  dealt  with  in  a  destructor, 
which  was  erected  at  the  sewage  works  in  August,  1925. 
Elsewhere,  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping.  The  scavenging 
system  for  the  parish  of  Cholsey  was  instituted  in  1925,  and 
the  inclusion  of  the  village  of  East  Hagbourne  in  the 
scavenging  system  of  the  Special  Drainage  District  took 
place  also  in  1925, 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.— 
The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Lay,  has  supplied  the  following 
summary  of  the  year’s  work  : — 


No.  of  Different  Premises  visited  ... 


>> 


)) 


>> 


>» 


House-to-house  Inspections 


„  Inspections  and  Re-inspections 


Complaints  received 
Nuisances  discovered 


Notices  served 


Prosecutions 


Intimation 

Statutory 


Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 


No.  of  Nuisances  Abated— 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  etc. 
„  Drains  and  Cesspools... 

„  Pigs  or  other  animals 
„  Cow,  Slaughter  and  Bakehouses 
„  Deficient  or  impure  water 
,,  Foul  or  dilapidated  houses 
„  Overcrowded  houses  ... 

„  Houses  unfit  for  habitation 
,,  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  etc.... 
„  Other  nuisances 


691 

105 

991 

6 

117 

117 

4 


91 


12 

51 

17 

1 

7 

3 
7 

4 
15 
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No.  of  Premises  disinfected 

„  Water  samples  taken  for  examination 

Food  and  drug  samples 
„  Seizures  of  unsound  meat,  etc. 

„  W.C.’s  provided  ... 

„  Earth  closets  provided 

„  Wells  closed 

,,  Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 
„  New  wells  sunk  ... 

„  Houses  connected  with  water  mains 

„  Water  certificates  granted  ... 

Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections  ... 


» 


Common  Lodging  houses — No.  on  Register 
„  „  „  No.  of  Inspections 

Milkshops  No.  on  Register 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  „ 

Slaughter  houses  „ 

Bakehouses  „  „ 

Milkshops  No.  of  Inspections 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  „ 

Slaughter  houses  „ 

Bakehouses  „  „ 

Piggeries  „  „ 

•  Including  72  inspections  by  the  veterinary  inspector. 


>» 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 

L  INSPECTIONS. 

Inspections  Number  of 

Premises.  made.  Written  notices.  Prosecutions. 

Factories  ...  ...  0  0  0 

(Including  factory  laundries). 

Workshops  and  Workplaces  29  0  0 

(Including  workshop  laundries.) 

Totals  29  0  0 

II.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Nil. 

III.  HOME  WORK. 

Nil. 

IY.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  Register.  Number. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Total  ...  ...  •••  24 

V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 


Nil. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS.— 
Apart  from  slaughter-houses,  cowsheds  and  dairies,  which 
are  dealt  with  under  the  heading  of  Inspection  and  Super¬ 
vision  of  Food,  practically  no  premises  or  occupations 
coming  within  this  description  are  known  in  the  district. 


SCHOOLS. — See  pages  24  and  25. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — Arrangements  for  the  supply  and 
distribution  of  milk  appear  to  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of 
the  district. 

No  formal  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  any 
of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  or  Orders.  No  graded  milk  is 
produced  in  the  district. 

No  bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  have  yet  been 
made  ;  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  sampling  and  examination  of  milk  for  Tubercle 
Bacilli. 

The  cowsheds  in  the  district  vary  in  character  and 
condition.  On  the  large  dairy  farms  the  sheds  are  on  the 
whole  structurally  good  and  well  kept ;  on  many  of  the 
smaller  farms,  where  only  a  few  milking  cows  are  kept,  the 
conditions  are  less  satisfactory.  Dirty  state  of  the  yards 
and  approaches  to  the  milking  sheds  is  a  common  fault. 

The  dairies  are  generally  of  good  construction  and  well 
kept. 

MEAT. — The  number  of  private  slaughter-houses  at  the 


dates  given  was 

as  follows  : — 

In  1920. 

In  January,  1925. 

In  December,  1925. 

Registered 

0 

3 

8 

Licensed 

0 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

0 

3 

9 

- 

... 

_ 

One  of  the  9  slaughter-houses  is  a  large  modern  building 
which  belongs  to  a  farmers’  co-operative  association  and  in 
which  over  900  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year. 
The  remaining  slaughter-houses,  in  which  comparatively 
little  slaughtering  takes  place,  are  fairly  satisfactory  buildings 
though  not  of  modern  type. 
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Regular  days  and  hours  of  slaughtering  have  been 
notified  in  the  case  of  all  slaughter-houses.  Up  to  September 
4th,  1925,  inspections  of  meat  were  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  (the  farmers’  co-operative  association  employed 
a  veterinary  surgeon  for  this  purpose)  ;  since  that  date  a 
veterinary  surgeon  has  been  engaged  by  the  Local  Authority 
to  carry  out  this  duty. 


Inspections  are  made  at  the  time  of  slaughtering,  as 
well  as  at  other  times ;  but  it  has  been  found  impracticable 
to  inspect  all  animals  at  the  time  of,  or  within  a  few  hours 
after,  slaughtering. 


During  the  year  the  following  meat  was  condemned  as 
unfit  for  food  : — 


1  Pig’s  carcase  with  organs 

1  Pig’s  liver 

2  Pigs’  plucks 

1  Pig’s  carcase  with  organs 
13  Pigs’  heads 

1  Ox  tongue 

2  Ox  livers 


Jaundice 
Cirrhosis 
Cirrhosis,  etc. 
Tuberculosis 


>> 


Actinomycosis 

Fluke 


The  whole  of  the  above  was  surrendered  and  disposed 
of  by  burial. 

No  legal  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
(Meat)  Regulations,  1924.  One  meat  stall  was  found  not  to 
be  properly  protected  from  dust,  etc. ;  the  owner  was  warned 
and  the  use  of  the  stall  was  discontinued. 


OTHER  FOODS. — No  diseased  or  unsound  food,  other 
than  meat,  was  found  during  the  year.  All  the  bakehouses 
in  the  district  are  of  fairly  good  construction  and  are 
generally  well  kept. 
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Housing. 

(I.)  —  General  housing  conditions  in  the  district: — 

(1)  The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  approximately  1,700,  of  which  about 
1,420  were  working-class  dwellings. 

During  the  year,  21  houses  (all  working-class 
dwellings)  were  built — 12  by  the  Local  Authority 
and  9  privately. 

(2)  (a)  The  present  shortage  of  houses  is  estimated  at 
about  250. 

( h )  The  Local  Authority’s  scheme  of  1920  provided 


for  the  erection  of  241  houses  in  the  following- 
parishes — 

Aston  Tirrold  and  Aston  Upthorpe  ...  10 

Bright  well  and  Sotwell  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cholsey  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Didcot  and  East  Hagbourne  (North  Ward)  150 
East  Hagbourne  (South  Ward)  ...  ...  20 

West  Hagbourne  ...  ...  ...  3 

North  Moreton  ...  ...  ...  10 

South  Moreton  ...  ...  ...  6 

Long  Wittenham  ...  ...  ...  10 

241 


By  the  end  of  1925  the  following  had  been  erected — 

Aston  Tirrold  and  Aston  Upthorpe  ....  4 

Bright  well  and  Sotwell  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cholsey  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Didcot  and  East  Hagbourne  (North  Ward)  111 
East  Hagbourne  (South  Ward)  ...  ...  14 

West  Hagbourne  ...  ...  ...  3 

Long  Wittenham  ...  ...  ...  4 


152 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  an  additional  54  houses  were 
under  construction  by  the  Local  Authority,  and 
further  provision  is  intended. 

(3)  No  important  changes  in  population  took  place  during 
the  year,  though  a  steady  increase  in  the  population 
of  Didcot  and  East  Hagbourne,  due  to  the  extension 
of  railway  services  and  the  demand  for  labour  at  the 
Army  Ordnance  Depot,  has  taken  place  during  the 
past  few  years  and  will  probably  continue.  No  other 
important  changes  are  anticipated  in  the  future. 

(II.) — Overcrowding : — 

(1)  The  amount  of  overcrowding  in  the  district  cannot 
be  stated  definitely,  but  is  believed  not  to  exceed  12 
cases. 

(2)  Many  of  the  older  houses  contain  two  small  bedrooms 
only,  and  a  few  contain  one  bedroom.  Overcrowding 
is  now  practically  confined  to  these  small  cottages. 
Very  few  instances  of  more  than  one  family  occupying 
a  house  have  been  met  with. 

(3)  Overcrowding  is  at  times  difficult  to  deal  with  owing 
to  the  lack  of  alternative  accommodation. 

(4)  Three  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated  during  the 
year,  as  the  result  of  informal  action. 


(III.) — Fitness  of  houses  : — 

(1)  (a)  The  general  standard  of  the  working-class 
dwellings  in  the  district  is  variable.  In  the  largest 
parish,  East  Hagbourne,  the  majority  of  the  houses 
are  modern  and  of  fairly  good  type  ;  but  in  the 
remaining  parishes  a  large  proportion  of  the  houses 
are  very  old  and  practically  worn  out. 


WALLINGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


213 


(b)  Dampness  and  general  dilapidation  are  the  most 
frequent  defects  found  in  the  houses  considered  unfit 
for  habitation  ;  inadequate  lighting  and  ventilation 
are  additional  defects  commonly  met  with. 

(c)  Lack  of  proper  management  and  supervision  by 
the  owners  is  responsible  for  the  defective  condition 
of  many  of  the  houses. 

Misuse  by  tenants  does  not  appear  to  be  a  prominent 
contributory  cause. 

(2)  (a)  During  the  year  the  defects  of  4  houses  were 
remedied  as  the  result  of  statutory  notices  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts. 

(b)  Closing  Orders  under  the  Housing  Act,  1925, 
were  issued  in  respect  of  7  houses. 

(3)  At  present  the  chief  difficulty  in  dealing  with  unfit 
houses  is  due  to  the  fact  that  they  can  rarely  be 
rendered  fit  while  still  occupied  and  there  is  little 
available  accommodation  for  displaced  occupants. 

(4 )  The  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  parish  of  Didcot  and 
in  the  North  Ward  of  the  parish  of  East  Hagbourne 
derive  their  water  supply  from  the  G.W.R.  and  Army 
Ordnance  Depot  waterworks  and  most  of  the  houses 
have  internal  supplies. 

In  each  of  four  other  parishes  a  few  of  the  houses 
have  piped  supplies,  either  from  estate  waterworks 
or  from  the  Wallingford  town  mains.  With  these 
exceptions,  the  water  supplies  are  from  private  wells, 
mostly  of  the  shallow  type. 

The  only  part  of  the  district  which  is  sewered 
consists  of  the  village  of  Didcot  with  the  whole 
of  the  North  Ward  of  the  parish  of  East  Hagbourne. 
Here,  all  the  houses  are  provided  with  water-closets 
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connected  with  the  sewers,  and,  with  very  few  excep¬ 
tions,  each  house  has  a  separate  closet ;  but  only 
about  two-thirds  of  the  closets  have  flushing  cisterns. 
All  the  houses  have  sinks  and  drainage.  Elsewhere 
in  the  district  the  closet  accommodation  for  the 
working-class  dwellings  consists  almost  entirely  of 
pail  privies  and  vault  privies,  of  which  the  former 
greatly  predominate  ;  and  there  is  no  drainage  in 
the  case  of  the  older  houses,  excepting  for  a  few 
houses  which  have  slop-water  drains  discharging 
into  cesspools  or  on  to  the  land. 

The  newer  houses  are  provided  with  both  sinks  and 
drainage — the  drains  mostly  discharge  into  cesspools 
in  the  unsewered  parts  of  the  district. 

Scavenging  is  carried  out  in  the  parishes  of  Aston 
Tirrold,  Aston  Upthorpe,  Cholsey,  Didcot  and  East 
Hagbourne. 


(IV.) — Unhealthy  areas: — 

No  part  of  the  district  has  ever  been  represented 
as  an  unhealthy  area,  and  no  complaints  of  unhealthy 
areas  have  been  made.  The  unhealthy  areas  are  of 
very  small  extent  and  can  be  satisfactorily  dealt 
with  house  by  house. 


(V.) — Bye-laws  relating  to  houses ,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings ,  and 
to  tents ,  vans ,  sheds ,  etc. : — 

(1)  New  bye-laws  relating  to  houses  came  into  effect  in 
1924.  One  set  applies  to  the  Special  Drainage 
District  of  Didcot  and  East  Hagbourne  and  is  based 
upon  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  model  of  the  inter¬ 
mediate  series.  The  bye-laws  for  the  remainder  of 
the  district  follow  the  Ministry’s  model  of  the  rural 
series,  with  a  few  modifications. 
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There  are  no  bye-laws  relating  to  houses  let  in 
lodgings,  and  no  houses  of  this  kind  are  known 
to  exist. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.,  have 
been  in  force  since  1900. 

(2)  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  need  at  present  for 
new  bye-laws  or  for  revision  of  existing  bye-laws. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 
Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  )  21 

(All  working-class  dwellings) 

(5)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts : 

By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  12 

By  other  bodies  or  persons ...  ...  ...  7 

1.— Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection. — (T)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  105 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  75 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  10 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
hviman  habitation... 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


30 
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2.  -Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ..,  ...  Nil 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 

Act ,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of 
the  Housing  Act ,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  7 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 


(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


demolished  in 


•  •  • 


Nil 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

30 

23 

1  Enteric  fever 

— 

— 

2  Small-pox 

— 

— 

3  Measles 

— 

— 

4  Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

5  Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

6  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

7  Influenza 

— 

1 

8  Encephalitis  lethargica 

1 

— 

9  Meningococcal  meningitis  ... 

— 

— 

10  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

5 

— 

11  Other  tuberculous  diseases... 

— 

— 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

2 

3 

13  Rheumatic  fever 

1 

1 

14  Diabetes 

2 

2 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

1 

1 

16  Heart  disease 

4 

5 

17  Arterio-sclerosis... 

3 

1 

18  Bronchitis 

2 

3 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

— 

1 

20  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

21  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

— 

22  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

23  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

24  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

1 

25  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

1 

1 

26  Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

27  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition  ... 

— 

1 

28  Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth 

1 

— 

29  Suicide 

— 

— 

30  Other  deaths  from  violence 

— 

— 

31  Other  defined  diseases 

5 

2 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year.  Total  ... 

1 

~  .  - 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Total  Births 

62 

70 

Legitimate 

61 

67 

Illegitimate 

1 

3 

Population  ...  ...  ...  For  birth-rate 

,,  death-rate 

8,631 

8,331 
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Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of 

the  District. 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  ...  ...  2,478  acres 


Estimated  Population  (1925)  ...  ...  3,975 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  758 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  780 

Rateable  Value  (1925)  ...  ...  ...  £18,873 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate...  ...  £65 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHAR¬ 
ACTER. — The  southern  portion  of  the  district  consists 
chiefly  of  chalk  downland  ;  the  town  itself  is  situated  for 
the  most  part  on  the  Upper  Greensand.  The  height  of  the 
district  above  sea  level  varies  from  about  300  feet  to  over 
700  feet,  but  the  town  is  mainly  between  300  and  400  feet. 
The  usual  trades  of  a  market  town  are  carried  on  ;  an  iron 
and  brass  foundry,  employing  over  100  hands,  is  the  only 
manufacturing  industry  of  importance. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

< 

Legitimate 

51 

32 

19  ) 

Births  -< 

i 

>•  Birth-rate 

12*8 

( 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0  i 

Deaths 

48 

Death-rate 

12-0 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 

childbirth...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 

births: — Legitimate  98  Illegitimate  Nil  Total  98 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

„  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 

Average  rates  for  the  10  years,  1915-1924: — 

Birth-rate  17*7  Death-rate  12*8  Infant  Mortality  72 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 


Infectious  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

_ 

■ 

_ — — — 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

WANTAGE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


221 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


One  of  the  5  fatal  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
the  fatal  case  of  non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  had  not  been 
notified. 

No  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  has  yet  been  found 
necessary. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  the  town  was 
entirely  free  from  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever. 

OTHER  CAUSES  OP  SICKNESS.— Influenza  was 
prevalent  in  February  and  March;  an  epidemic  of  Whooping 
Cough  lasted  from  January  until  May  ;  and  a  few  cases  of 
Measles  arose  during  the  last  six  months  of  the  year. 

No  school  was  closed  for  infectious  disease,  but  the 
attendance  at  the  National  Infants’  School  was  reduced  by 
Whooping  Cough  to  less  than  60  per  cent,  of  the  average 
during  two  weeks  in  February. 


222 


WANTAGE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC. — The  Local  Authority 
bears  the  cost  of  Antitoxin  used  for  the  treatment  of 
Diphtheria,  and  also  the  cost  of  all  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  necessary  in  the  interest  of  the  public  health. 
Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  medical  practitioners 
from  my  office,  but  none  was  issued  during  the  year. 

One  specimen  was  examined  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli  at  the 
Royal  Berks  Hospital,  with  negative  results. 

No  Schick  and  Dick  tests  for  susceptibility  to  Diphtheria 
and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively  have  yet  been  made,  nor  have 
the  recently  developed  methods  of  artificial  immunization 
against  these  diseases  been  used. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  5  years, 

1921— 1925. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  notified 
during  each  of  the  5  years  : — 


Diphtheria 

1921 

1 

1922 

3 

1923 

3 

1924 

1925 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

22 

3 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

10 

4 

2 

G 

5 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Though  outbreaks  of  Diphtheria  have  rarely  been 
extensive  during  the  past  15  years,  many  of  the  cases  have 
been  of  a  severe  type.  Three  of  the  7  cases  included  in  the 
above  table  proved  fatal. 
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The  undue  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  1921  and  1922 
was  contributed  to  by  outbreaks  in  boarding  schools  in  the 
town,  which  accounted  for  25  of  the  total  of  49  cases.  One 
death  (in  1922)  was  caused  by  the  disease,  but  on  the  whole 
the  cases  were  mild. 

No  case  of  Enteric  (including  Paratyphoid)  Fever  has 
been  notified  since  1912.  Prior  to  1913  this  disease  appears 
to  have  been  endemic  in  the  town. 

The  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  notified  in  1921  and 
1922  have  been  reported  upon  in  detail  in  the  annual  reports 
for  those  years. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  District. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL.— 
Tuberculosis  Hospitals  are  provided  by  the  County  Council, 
and  consist  of  the  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium, 
Peppard,  near  Reading,  and  the  Abingdon  Sanatorium,  near 
the  town  of  Abingdon. 

The  general  isolation  hospital  for  the  district  is  the 
Abingdon  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  in  Abingdon  Rural  District, 
just  outside  the  town  of  Abingdon,  to  which  cases  are  admitted 
under  an  agreement.  There  is  no  Smallpox  hospital,  but 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  use  of  the  Smallpox 
hospital  belonging  to  the  Wantage  Rural  District,  in  case  of 
emergency. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — (a)  For  infectious  cases 
the  motor  ambulance  belonging  to  Abingdon  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  is  used,  (b)  No  ambulance  is  provided  for  non- 
infectious  and  accident  cases. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.-A  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  established  by  a  voluntary  associa¬ 
tion,  is  held  in  the  Town  Hall  every  Friday  at  2.30  p.m. 
The  County  Council  now  pays  for  the  doctor  and  rooms  and 
also  provides  the  nurse  in  attendance. 

The  County  Council  holds  an  Eye  Clinic  for  elementary 
school  children  at  the  Town  Hall,  from  time  to  time,  by 
arrangement.  X  ray  treatment  of  ringworm  is  carried  out 
at  Reading  by  arrangement. 

A  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  held  at  the  Town  Hall,  by 
the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  the 
month,  1 — 4  p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases  are  treated  at  the  Royal  Berks 
Hospital,  Reading  :  Men — Wednesdays,  2  p.m.  ;  Saturdays, 

5  p.m.  Women — Wednesdays,  5  p.m.;  Saturdays,  3  p.m., 
and  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford  :  Men — Wednesdays, 

6  p.m.  ;  Saturdays,  3  p.m.  Women — Mondays,  6  p.m.  ; 
Wednesdays,  3  p.m. 

An  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  provided  by  the  Central  Committee 
for  the  Care  of  Cripples,  a  voluntary  association,  is  held  at 
St.  Michael’s  Home  on  Mondays  at  2.30  p.m. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS.— The  only  officer,  in 
addition  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  is  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Green,  who  is  also  Surveyor.  His  whole  time 
is  devoted  to  the  two  offices.  Half  of  his  salary  as  sanitary 
inspector  is  repaid  by  the  County  Council  out  of  Exchequer 
grants. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— 
No  organised  nursing.  Midwives  undertake  some  nursing, 
and  a  good  deal  of  voluntary  nursing  is  done  gratuitously. 

MIDWIVES.— Four  midwives  reside  and  practise  in  the 
town.  None  of  them  is  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  public 
health  authority. 
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LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. — The  following  adoptive 
Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  in  the  district : — 

ACTS.— 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Sections  13  to  20  and  23  to  43, 
inclusive). 

BYE-LAWS— 

Common  Lodging  houses,  1911. 

Slaughter  houses,  1921. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  1924. 

REGULATIONS— 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  1907. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — The  town  is  mainly  supplied  by  a  private 
company,  though  many  houses  still  rely  upon  shallow  wells. 
The  company’s  water  is  derived  from  a  well  and  adits  in  the 
Upper  Greensand  ;  the  supply  is  constant,  abundant  and  pure. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.— The  town  is  sewered 
throughout,  on  the  separate  system,  and  practically  every 
house  is  connected  to  the  sewers.  The  contents  of  the  foul 
sewers  are  treated  at  the  outfall  by  means  of  septic  tanks  and 
contact  beds  :  afterwards  the  effluent  is  passed  on  to  osier 
beds. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. — Closet  accommodation 
consists  almost  entirely  of  water-closets,  most  of  which  are 
hand-flushed. 

SCAVENGING. — Domestic  refuse  is  collected  once  a 
week  and  disposed  of  partly  by  tipping  and  partly  by 
burning  in  the  open. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.— 
Mr.  Green,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  supplied  the  following 
summary  of  the  year’s  work  : — 


No.  of  Different  Premises  visited  ... 


» 


>> 


» 


>> 


House-to-house  Inspections 
Inspections  and  Re-inspections 
Complaints  received 
Nuisances  discovered 


Notices  served 


Prosecutions 


Intimation 


Statutory 


Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 


258 

217 

410 

5 

10 

5 


15 


No.  of  Nuisances  Abated — 


As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  etc.  ...  2 

„  Drains  and  Cesspools ...  ...  ...  8 

„  Pigs  or  other  animals  ...  ...  — 

,,  Cow,  Slaughter  and  Bakehouses  ...  1 

,,  Deficient  or  impure  water  ...  ...  — 

,,  Foul  or  dilapidated  houses  ...  ...  1 

„  Overcrowded  houses ...  ...  ...  7 

„  Houses  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  — 

„  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  etc. ...  ...  — 

„  Other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  — 
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No.  of  Premises  disinfected 

„  Water  samples  taken  for  examination 
Food  and  drug  samples 
Seizures  of  unsound  meat,  etc. 

W.C.’s  provided  ... 

Earth  closets  provided 
Wells  closed 

Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 
New  wells  sunk  ... 

Houses  connected  with  water  mains 
Water  certificates  granted... 

Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections  ... 

Common  Lodging  houses — No.  on  Register 
„  „  „  No.  of  Inspections 

Milkshops  No.  on  Register 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  „ 

Slaughter  houses  „ 

Bakehouses  „  „ 

Milkshops  No.  of  Inspections 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  „ 

Slaughter  houses 
Bakehouses 


99 


99 


99 


Piggeries 


99 


9? 


99 


228 


WANTAGE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 

I.  INSPECTIONS. 

Inspections  Number  of 

Premises.  made.  Written  notices.  Prosecutions. 


Factories  ...  ...  8 

0 

0 

(Including  factory  laundries). 

Workshops  ...  ...  25 

(Including  workshop  laundries.) 

0 

0 

Workplaces  ...  ...  0 

0 

0 

Totals  33 

0 

0 

II.  DEFECTS 

FOUND. 

Found. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Number  of  Defects 
Referred 
Remedied.  to  H.M. 

Inspector. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  1 

1 

0 

0 

Other  offences  0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  1 

1 

0 

0 

III.  OUTWORKERS  LISTS. 

Nil. 

IY.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  Register.  Number. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Other  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Total  ...  ...  ...  25 


Y.  OTHER  MATTERS. 
Nil. 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS.— 
Apart  from  slaughter-houses,  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops, 
which  are  dealt  with  under  the  heading  of  Inspection  and 
Supervision  of  Food,  there  are  practically  no  premises  or 
occupations  coming  within  this  description. 

SCHOOLS. — See  pages  24  and  25. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — Arrangements  for  the  supply  and 
distribution  of  milk  are  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  town. 
No  action  under  the  various  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders 
has  been  found  necessary.  The  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milk- 
shops  have  been  found  satisfactory  when  inspected. 

No  graded  milk  is  produced;  and  no  bacteriological 
examinations  of  milk  have  been  made  at  the  instance  of  the 
Local  Authority. 

For  many  years  periodical  inspections  of  milking  cows 
by  a  veterinary  surgeon  have  been  carried  out  at  the  cost  of 
of  the  Local  Authority,  the  chief  object  being  the  detection 
of  Tuberculosis. 

MEAT. — The  number  of  private  slaughter-houses  at  the 


dates  given  was 

as  follows 

In  1920. 

In  January,  1925. 

In  December,  1925. 

Registered 

3 

3 

3 

Licensed 

0 

1 

1 

Total 

3 

4 

4 

Three  of  the  slaughter-houses  are  structurally  poor; 
the  other  is  a  good,  modern  building.  All  have  been  well 
kept  during  the  year.  In  all  cases  regular  days  and 
hours  of  slaughtering  have  been  notified.  Inspections  are 
made  at  the  time  of  slaughtering,  as  well  as  at  other  times, 
but  inspection  of  all  slaughtered  animals  at  the  time  of,  or 
within  a  few  hours  after,  slaughtering  has  not  been  practised. 
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No  formal  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924,  has  been  taken,  but,  as  the  result  of 
informal  action,  one  butcher’s  shop  was  altered  to  comply 
with  the  Regulations. 

No  diseased  or  unsound  meat  was  discovered. 

OTHER  FOODS. — Fish  shops  and  other  premises  where 
food  is  produced,  prepared,  stored  or  exposed  for  sale  have 
been  inspected  periodically  and  no  cause  of  complaint  has 
been  found,  nor  any  diseased  or  unsound  food  discovered. 

The  bakehouses  are  of  fairly  good  construction  and  are 
well  kept  on  the  whole. 


Housing. 

(I.) — General  housing  conditions  in  the  district: — 

(1)  The  total  number  of  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  866,  of  which  576  were  working-class  dwellings. 

Two  new  houses  (one  working-class)  were  erected 
during  the  year ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  one 
house  was  in  course  of  erection. 

(2)  (a)  The  present  shortage  of  houses  is  estimated  at 
about  50. 

(b)  The  Local  Authority’s  building  scheme  of  1920 
provided  for  50  houses  and  these  had  been  erected 
by  the  end  of  1921.  No  further  scheme  has  yet  been 
put  forward. 

Very  little  private  building  of  working-class  dwellings 
is  anticipated. 

(3)  No  important  changes  in  population  took  place  in 
1925,  nor  aro  any  important  changes  in  the  future 
anticipated. 
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(II.) — Overcrowding  : — 

(1)  In  December,  1925,  the  number  of  houses  containing 
more  than  two  persons  per  room  was  seven.  The 
extent  of  overcrowding,  as  judged  by  the  amount  of 
cubic  space  per  person,  cannot  be  stated  but  is  known 
to  be  considerable. 

(2)  Overcrowding  is  principally  due  to  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  houses  contain  two  small  bedrooms  only 
while  a  few  contain  one  bedroom.  In  many  cases 
these  small  houses  are  occupied  by  large  families  who 
cannot  afford  better  accommodation. 

(3)  Overcrowding  is  difficult  to  deal  with  at  the  present 
time  as  every  working-class  dwelling  in  the  town  is 
occupied. 

(4)  Seven  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated  during  the 
year,  by  arranging  for  some  of  the  occupants  to 
lodge  elsewhere,  and  by  using  some  of  the  living- 
rooms  as  bedrooms  also. 

(ai.  ) — Fitness  of  houses  : — 

(1)  (a)  The  general  standard  of  the  working-class 
dwellings  is  poor,  as  a  considerable  proportion  are 
very  old  and  of  inferior  design.  The  newer  houses 
are  good  as  a  rule.  About  30  houses  are  of  the  back- 
to-back  type. 

(b)  Dampness  and  general  dilapidation  are  the  most 
frequent  defects  existing  in  the  houses  considered 
unfit  for  habitation  ;  but  deficient  lighting  and 
ventilation  are  additional  defects  in  some  cases. 

(c)  The  condition  of  many  of  the  unfit  houses  is 
largely  due  to  lack  of  proper  supervision  and 
management  by  the  owners. 

Misuse  by  tenants  is  a  contributory  factor  in  some 
cases. 
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(2)  (a)  No  formal  action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
was  taken  during  the  year,  but  the  defects  of  3  houses 
were  remedied  as  the  result  of  informal  representations. 

An  additional  7  houses,  which  had  been  rendered 
uninhabitable  by  floods,  were  dealt  with  by  the  officers 
of  the  Local  Authority,  acting  informally.  The 
floods  were  unusually  deep,  and  water  and  mud 
covered  the  floors  of  the  living-rooms,  filled  the 
spaces  between  the  floor  boards  and  the  ground  and 
left  an  offensive  deposit  behind  when  the  floods 
subsided.  The  boarded  floors  were  removed  and 
replaced  by  concrete  floors  at  a  somewhat  higher 
level,  and  door  sills  were  raised  to  prevent,  as  far  as 
possible,  a  repetition  of  the  flooding.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  the  majority  of  the  occupants  were  provided 
with  living  and  sleeping  accommodation  in  a  large 
brick  bungalow  lent  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wheeler  and 
furnished  for  the  purpose  by  the  Sisters  of  the 
Community  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin  ;  others  went  to 
the  homes  of  relatives  or  friends. 

(b)  No  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  was  taken 
during  the  year. 

(3)  At  present  the  chief  difficulty  in  dealing  with  unfit 
houses  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  can  rarely  be 
reudered  fit  while  still  occupied,  and  there  is  no 
available  accommodation  for  dispossessed  occupants. 

(4)  Rather  more  than  half  the  working-class  houses  are 
supplied  with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Wantage 
Water  Company  ;  the  remainder  derive  their  supply 
from  wells,  mostly  of  the  shallow  type.  Very  few  of 
the  working-class  dwellings  have  an  internal  supply. 

Closet  accommodation  consists  entirely  of  water- 
closets,  most  of  which  are  hand-flushed.  All  but 
about  30  of  the  houses  have  separate  closets  and  in 
no  instances  are  the  closets  in  the  proportion  of  less 
than  one  to  every  two  houses. 
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About  one-third  of  the  working-class  houses  have 
sinks;  the  remainder  make  use  of  yard  gullies. 

Domestic  refuse  is  deposited  chiefly  in  movable 
receptacles  and  collected  once  a  week. 

(IV.) — Unhealthy  areas  : — 

No  part  of  the  district  has  been  represented  as  an 
unhealthy  area,  nor  have  any  formal  complaints  of 
unhealthy  areas  been  made. 

The  unhealthy  areas  are  of  small  extent,  and  could 
probably  be  dealt  with  satisfactorily  house  by  house. 

(V.) — Bye-laws  relating  to  houses ,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings ,  and 
to  tents ,  vans ,  sheds ,  etc. : — 

(1)  The  bye-laws  relating  to  new  streets  and  buildings 
were  revised  in  1924  and  follow  the  model  of  the 
intermediate  series. 

No  bye-laws  relating  to  houses  let  in  lodgings  have 
been  framed,  and  no  such  houses,  in  the  generally 
accepted  meaning  of  the  term,  are  known  to  exist. 
No  bye-laws  relating  to  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.,  are  in 
force. 

(2)  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  need  at  present  for 
new  bye-laws  or  for  revision  of  existing  bye-laws. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 
Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year  : — 

(а)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  ( h )  )  2 

(1  working-class  dwelling) 

(б)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts : 

By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

By  other  bodies  or  persons ...  ...  ...  2 
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1. — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

INSPECTION. — (T)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  217 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

2. -Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ..,  ...  3 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 

Act ,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  1 5  of 

the  Housing  Act ,  1925 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


Nil 
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• 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

21 

27 

1  Enteric  fever 

2  Smallpox 

i- 

3  Measles 

____ 

4  Scarlet  fever 

____ 

5  Whooping  cough 

_____ 

6  Diphtheria 

- 

____ 

7  Influenza 

_____ 

1 

8  Encephalitis  lethargica 

.  i  ■ 

9  Meningococcal  meningitis  ... 

10  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

_____ 

— 

2 

3 

11  Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

1 

. 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

2 

6 

13  Rheumatic  fever... 

___ 

14  Diabetes 

_____ 

__ ___ 

15  Cerebral  hemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

3 

1 

16  Heart  disease 

3 

7 

17  Arterio-sclerosis ... 

18  Bronchitis 

_ 

2 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

i 

1 

20  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

1 

_ 

21  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

_____ 

22  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

— 

_ 

23  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  ... 

_ 

_ 

24  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

____ 

25  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

- 

- 

26  Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

_ 

27  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition... 

— 

_ 

28  Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth 

3 

1 

29  Suicide 

_ 

____ 

30  Other  deaths  from  violence 

1 

31  Other  defined  diseases 

4 

5 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  l  year.  Total  ... 

4 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Total  Bikths 

32 

19 

Legitimate 

32 

19 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

3,975 


Population 
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W antage  Rural  District. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of 

the  District. 


Area  (land  and  inland  water)  ...  ...  74,498  acres 


Estimated  Population  (1925)  ...  ...  11,960 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  2,929 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  2,960 

Rateable  Value  (1925)  ...  ...  ...  £106,342 

Sum’ represented  by  a  penny  rate...  ...  £349 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHAR¬ 
ACTER. — The  district  may  be  roughly  divided  into  the 
northern  portion  consisting  of  the  Vale  of  White  Horse  and 
the  southern  portion  consisting  mainly  of  chalk  downs.  The 
height  above  sea  level  of  the  vale  is  mostly  between  200  and 
300  feet  and  that  of  the  downs  mostly  between  400  and  600 
feet  though  altitudes  above  750  feet  are  reached  at  several 
points.  The  geological  formations  of  the  vale  are  chiefly 
Kimmeridge  Clay,  Gault  Clay,  and  Upper  Greensand. 
Hanney,  Dench  worth  and  Goosey  are  on  the  Kimmeridge 
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Clay  ;  Grove  and  Challow  on  tlie  Gault ;  while  a  line  of 
villages  extending  from  Sparsholt  to  Harwell  and  Upton 
marks  the  outcrop  of  the  water-bearing  Upper  Greensand. 
The  remainder  of  the  district  consists  of  chalk  downland, 
here  and  there  covered  with  gravel,  sand  or  clay  of  the 
Tertiary  formation. 

Nearly  two-thirds  of  the  total  population  is  contained  in 
the  vale  parishes. 

The  district  is  almost  entirely  agricultural ;  an  iron 
foundry  at  East  Challow  being  the  only  manufacturing 
industry  of  any  importance. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 

Total  M.  F. 

C  Legitimate  205  87  118  Y 

Births  •<  >-  Birth-rate  18*0 


Illegitimate  11  5  G  ) 

Deaths  ...  137  Death-rate  ...  11*4 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 

childbirth — From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  1 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 

births  :■ —Legitimate  48  Illegitimate  91  Total  51 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

„  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  4 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  2 


Average  rates  for  the  10  years,  1915-1924: — 

Birth-rate  18*7  Death-rate  12*8  Infant  Mortality  55 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Small-pox 

.  ,  . 

. 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

31 

13 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)... 

' 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

8 

— 

7  (all  forms) 

Erysipelas 

4 

— 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica ... 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1* 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

*  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


0  — 

1 

1  — 

5 

5  — 

10 

10  — 

15 

15  — 

20 

20  — 

25 

25  — 

35 

35  — 

45 

45  — 

55 

55  — 

65 

65  and  upwards 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  00 

i 

i 

1 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

3 

000 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

•  00 

9 

2 

4 

1 

5 

0 

2 

0 

T? 


Totals 
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Two  of  the  5  fatal  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
both  the  fatal  cases  of  other  forms  of  the  disease  had  not 
been  notified. 

No  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  has  yet  been  found 
necessary. 

One  of  the  two  cases  notified  as  Diphtheria  was 
eventually  diagnosed  as  not  suffering  from  that  disease. 
The  initial  symptoms  were  fairly  characteristic  of  Diphtheria, 
but  repeated  swabs  gave  negative  results  and  all  symptoms 
rapidly  subsided.  The  other  case  was  the  nasal  form  of 
Diphtheria,  and  the  disease  was  contracted  in  London  where 
the  patient  was  employed  as  a  domestic  servant. 

Scarlet  Fever  affected  11  different  parishes,  but,  with 
the  exception  of  Blewbury,  where  6  cases  arose,  and  Upton, 
where  9  cases  arose,  no  parish  had  more  than  three  cases. 

At  Upton  the  disease  was  undoubtedly  spread  by  means 
of  cases  which  remained  unrecognised  for  several  weeks  and 
which  arose  amongst  school-children  during  the  summer 
holidays.  About  the  middle  of  September  four  children 
were  found  in  school  in  the  peeling  stage  of  the  disease,  and 
enquiries  showed  that  in  all  cases  illness  commenced  during 
the  holidays  and  medical  advice  had  not  been  obtained. 

The  dates  of  onset  of  the  remaining  five  cases  were 
consistent  with  infection  from  one  or  other  of  these  four 
children  and  no  further  case  arose  after  the  isolation  of  the 
latter.  The  disease  may  have  been  introduced  into  the 
adjoining  parish  of  Blewbury  from  Upton,  or  vice  versa ,  as 
the  initial  cases  at  Blewbury  also  arose  during  the  summer 
holidays. 

The  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  attended  at  confinement 
by  a  midwife  only.  The  patient  recovered  completely. 
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The  case  of  Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  was  not 
severe,  and  resulted  in  apparently  complete  recovery.  The 
patient,  a  young  married  woman,  received  treatment  as  an 
out-patient  at  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 

The  case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  was  a  child,  nearly  two 
years  old,  who  was  taken  ill  on  January  30th  and  was 
admitted  the  following  day  to  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford, 
where  she  remained  for  several  months,  afterwards  attending 
the  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  Wantage.  One  year  after  the  onset, 
partial  paralysis  of  one  leg  and  one  arm  still  remained. 

The  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  treated  at 
home  and  recovered  without  permanent  injury  to  vision. 

OTHER  CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS.— Influenza  was 
prevalent  in  February,  March  and  April ;  Whooping  Cough, 
which  was  present  in  the  last  few  months  of  1924,  continued 
in  one  parish  or  another  throughout  the  whole  of  1925  ;  and 
Measles  broke  out  in  a  few  parishes  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
year.  Otherwise,  no  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness 
and  invalidity  were  evident. 

No  school  was  closed  for  infectious  disease,  but  the 
attendance  at  the  following  schools  was  reduced  to  below 
60  per  cent,  of  the  average  during  the  periods  and  by  the 
diseases  specified  : — 

Childrey  Council ;  Whooping  Cough  ;  one  week  in  March. 
Chilton  ;  Chickenpox  ;  two  weeks  in  June. 

East  Hanney  ;  Measles ;  four  weeks  in  March  and  April. 

„  ,,  ;  Whooping  Cough;  five  weeks  in  Sept,  and  Oct. 

East  Ilsley  Council ;  „  „  ;  five  weeks  in  June  and  July. 

East  Lockinge;  Influenza;  one  week  in  February. 

Fawley  C.E. ;  Whooping  Cough;  one  week  in  February. 
Letcombe  Bassett ;  Mumps  ;  one  week  in  December. 
Sparsholt ;  Measles  ;  four  weeks  in  October. 

West  Hendred  C.E. ;  Whooping  Cough;  five  weeks  in 

January  and  February. 
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LABORATORY  WORK,  ETC. — The  Local  Authority 

%/ 

bears  the  cost  of  Antitoxin  used  for  the  treatment  of 
Diphtheria,  and  also  the  cost  of  all  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  necessary  in  the  interest  of  the  public  health. 
Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  medical  practitioners  from 
my  office,  and  6  doses  (8,000  units  each)  were  issued  during 
the  year. 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  at  the  Royal 
Berks  Hospital  of  26  swabs  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli.  Positive 
results  were  obtained  in  two  cases. 

No  Schick  and  Dick  tests  for  susceptibility  to  Diphtheria 
and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively  have  been  made,  nor  have 
any  of  the  recently  developed  methods  of  artificial 
immunization  against  these  diseases  been  used. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  5  years, 

1921 — 1925. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  notifications 
received  during  each  of  the  5  years  : — 


Diphtheria 

1921 

7 

1922 

11 

1923 

7 

1924 

1 

1925 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

16 

32 

5 

31 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

1 

4 

4 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

1 

— 

2 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

— 

— 

8 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

1 

— 

2 

2 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

9 

18 

19 

18 

11 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

6 

4 

9 

2 

5 

I11  this  district  Diphtheria  usually  occurs  either  as  single 
cases  or  in  groups  of  two  or  three  cases,  though  occasionally 
more  extensive  outbreaks  arise.  Though  the  total  number 
of  cases  during  the  past  five  years  has  been  small,  many  of 
the  cases  have  been  severe  and  three  deaths  have  been  due 
to  the  disease. 
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Owing  probably  to  the  population  being  distributed 
over  a  wide  area  and  contained  mostly  in  small,  isolated 
villages,  epidemics  of  Scarlet  Fever  are  rarely  very  extensive, 
and  only  once  in  the  past  15  years  (viz. — in  1915  when  the 
cases  equalled  4’G  per  1,000  of  population)  has  the  incidence 
reached  3  per  1,000  of  the  total  population  of  the  district. 
The  type  has  usually  been  extremely  mild,  and  no  death  has 
been  attributed  to  the  disease  since  1915. 

No  case  of  Enteric  (including  Paratyphoid)  Fever  has 
been  notified  since  1915. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

in  the  District. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY  OR  BY  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL.— 
Tuberculosis  Hospitals  are  provided  by  the  County  Council, 
and  consist  of  the  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium  at 
Peppard,  near  Reading,  and  the  Abingdon  Sanatorium  near 
Abingdon. 

The  general  isolation  hospital  for  the  district  is  Abingdon 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  situated  in  Abingdon  Rural  District, 
to  which  cases  are  admitted  under  an  agreement. 

For  the  isolation  of  Smallpox,  the  District  Council 
posesses  a  corrugated  iron  building  on  a  suitable  site  within 
the  district.  Accommodation  is  limited  to  four  patients,  but 
the  site  has  good  facilities  for  extension  in  case  of  need. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — (a)  For  infectious  cases 
the  motor  ambulance  of  the  Abingdon  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  is  used,  (b)  There  is  no  ambulance  in  the  district 
for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.— The  only 
clinic  or  treatment  centre  in  the  district  is  a  maternity  and 
child  welfare  centre  established  at  Childrey  during  1925  by 
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a  voluntary  association.  The  sessions  are  held  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  every  month  from  2  to  4  p.ra.  The  County 
Council  pays  the  medical  officer.  The  County  Tuberculosis 
Dispensaries  at  Newbury  and  Wantage  ;  the  County  Eye 
Clinics  at  Newbury,  Didcot  and  Wantage  ;  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic  at  Wantage  and  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  at 
Reading  and  Oxford  are  available  for  the  various  parts  of 
the  district.  (See  Newbury  Urban  District,  pages  128  and 
129  and  Wantage  Urban  District,  page  224.) 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. — The  only  officer,  in 
addition  to  the  medical  officer  of  health,  is  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Westbrook,  who  devotes  his  whole  time  to  the 
duties. 

He  holds  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute.  Half  of  his  salary  is  repaid  by  the 
County  Council  out  of  Exchequer  grants. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— 
(a)  General. — District  nursing  associations  have  been  formed 
to  include  2b  of  the  33  parishes  in  the  district,  viz. : — 
Aid  worth,  Ardington,  Beedon,  Blew  bury,  Brightwalton, 
Catmore,  Chaddleworth,  Childrey,  Chilton,  Compton,  Dench- 
worth,  Farnborough,  Fawley,  Hampstead  Norris,  East  and 
West  Hanney,  Harwell,  East  and  West  Hendred,  East  and 
West  Ilsley,  East  and  West  Lockinge,  Peasemore,  Sparsholt 
and  Upton. 

All  these  associations  are  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing 
Association  and  receive  subsidies  from  the  County  Council  for 
midwifery,  maternity  and  health  visiting,  and  nursing  patients 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  or  Measles. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases. — The  above  associations 
undertake  the  nursing  of  Measles. 

MID  WIVES. — Nine  mid  wives  reside  and  practise  in  the 
district,  and  some  of  the  midwives  resident  in  the  town  of 
Wantage  also  practise  in  the  district.  None  of  them  is 
employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority. 
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LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. — The  following  adoptive 
Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  in  the  district : — 

ACTS. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  Part  III,  1890. 

BYE-LAWS— 

As  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.,  1904. 

As  to  New  Buildings,  etc.,  1925. 

REGULATIONS— 

As  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  1907. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

WATER. — The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the  water 
supply  of  each  parish  : — 

Aldworth. — There  is  a  deep  public  well  in  the  village;  also 
a  large  tank  near  the  church,  in  which  rain  water  from 
the  church  roof  is  stored  and  from  which  it  is  fetched  by 
cottagers,  some  of  whom  live  over  lialf-a-mile  distant. 
Private  wells  for  the  remainder  of  the  parish — all  deep 
wells  in  chalk. 

Ardington. — A  few  houses  in  the  south  of  the  parish  are 
supplied  from  an  estate  reservoir.  Private  wells  for  the 
remainder  of  the  parish — wells  of  the  shallow  type  in  the 
Upper  Greensand. 

Beedon. — One  deep  public  well  in  the  village.  The  hamlet 
of  Stanmore  has  an  estate  supply  to  standpipes.  The 
rest  of  the  parish  is  dependent  upon  private  wells — deep 
wells  in  chalk  and  shallow  wells  in  various  formations. 

BLEWBURY. — Springs  and  private  shallow  wells  in  Upper 
Greensand. 

Brightwalton.— Three  deep  public  wells  in  the  village. 
Private  wells — deep  wells  in  chalk. 
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Catmore. — One  deep  public  well  in  the  village.  Private 
wells — deep  wells  in  chalk. 


Chaddleworth. — Private  wells — deep  wells  in  chalk. 

Challow,  East. — The  greater  part  of  the  village  is  supplied 
by  the  District  Council’s  waterworks,  completed  in  1913. 
The  supply  is  derived  from  a  well  with  adits  which  tap 
the  Upper  Greensand  ;  from  the  well  the  water  is  con¬ 
ducted  by  siphonage  to  a  small  service  reservoir  having 
a  capacity  of  3,600  gallons,  thence  distributed  to  the 
village  by  means  of  standpipes.  The  supply  is  available 
for  the  northern  part  of  the  village,  a  few  outlying 
houses  only  being  beyond  the  area  of  distribution.  The 
remainder  of  the  parish  is  dependent  upon  private  wells 
averaging  about  30  feet  in  depth. 

Challow,  West. — Most  of  the  village  has  a  public  supply, 
chiefly  by  means  of  standpipes.  This  was  formerly  an 
estate  supply  and  was  purchased  by  the  District  Council 
in  1921.  The  water  is  derived  from  a  spring  in  the  Upper 
Greensand  and  collected  in  a  reservoir.  During  1925, 
shortage  of  supply  was  experienced  at  times,  and  the 
District  Council  increased  the  catchment  area  by  the 
provision  of  100  yards  of  open  jointed  pipes  laid  in  the 
water-bearing  sand  and  communicating  with  the  reservoir. 
The  reservoir  has  since  been  well  supplied,  but  at  times 
there  is  still  a  shortage  at  the  upper  end  of  the  system 
owing  to  excessive  use  by  farms  at  the  lower  end — the 
main  being  inadequate  to  convey  all  the  water  required. 
Sixteen  houses  near  the  station  are  supplied  with  water 
brought  by  rail  daily. 

Charlton. — Four  houses  are  supplied  by  the  Wantage  Water 
Company;  the  remainder  are  dependent  upon  private 
shallow  Avells  in  the  Upper  Greensand. 

Childrey. — Private  wells  in  the  exposed  Upper  Greensand. 
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Chilton. — Private  wells  in  the  exposed  Upper  Greensand. 

Compton. — Private  wells — deep  wells  in  chalk — and  land 
springs. 

DENCHWORTH. — One  public  deep  well  and  private  wells.  The 
deep  wells  tap  the  Corallian  Beds  after  passing  through 
Kimmeridge  Clay. 

pARNBOROUGH. — One  public  deep  well  in  chalk ;  private  wells. 

Pawley. — Two  public  deep  wells  in  chalk  ;  private  wells. 

GOOSEY. — About  6  cottages  obtain  water  from  a  stream  ;  the 
remainder  from  deep  wells  (which  tap  the  Corallian  beds 
after  passing  through  Kimmeridge  Clay)  on  neighbouring 
farms. 

Grove. — Supplied  by  the  Wantage  Water  Company. 

Hampstead  Norris. — This  is  a  very  large  parish  and  consists 
of  the  village  of  Hampstead  Norris  with  abundant  spring 
water  (from  the  chalk)  near  the  surface  ;  the  village  of 
Hermitage  with  shallow  wells  and  land  springs,  and  the 
hamlets  of  Worldsend,  Eling,  Bothampstead  and  Wyld 
Court  with  deep  wells  in  chalk. 

llANNEY,  East. — Private  shallow  wells  in  sandy  gravel  over- 
lying  clay. 

IIanney,  West. — Ditto. 

Harwell. — Private  wells  in  the  exposed  Upper  Greensand. 

IIendred,  East. — Private  wells,  averaging  about  50  feet  in 
depth,  in  Upper  Greensand. 

IIendred,  West. — Private  wells,  averaging  about  40  feet  in 
depth,  in  Upper  Greensand. 


Ilsley,  East. — Private  shallow  wells  in  chalk. 
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ILSLEY,  West.— Private  wells,  averaging  about  30  feet  deep, 
in  chalk. 

Letcombe  Basset.— Deep  wells  in  chalk. 

Letcombe  Regis.— Shallow  wells  iii  exposed  Upper  Greensand. 

LOCKINGE,  East. — Six  houses  are  supplied  from  estate  water¬ 
works  and  one  house  from  the  Wantage  Water  Company’s 
mains.  Private  wells  in  the  exposed  Upper  Greensand 
for  the  remainder  of  the  parish. 

LOCKINGE,  West. — Private  wells  in  the  exposed  Upper 
Greensand. 

PEASEMORE. — Private  deep  wells  in  chalk. 

SPARSHOLT. — Private  wells  in  exposed  Upper  Greensand. 
Upton. — Ditto. 

All  the  piped  supplies  in  the  above  list  are  constant, 

of  good  quality,  and,  excepting  at  West  Challow,  abundant. 

DRAINAGE  AND  S  E  WE  RAG  E.— The  following 

villages,  situated  in  each  case  in  the  parish  of  the  same  name, 

are  sewered  : — 

ARDINGTON. — Besides  slop  water  and  surface  water,  the 
sewers  take  the  contents  of  a  few  water-closets.  Sewage 
is  dealt  with  by  means  of  septic  tanks  and  filters,  and 
final  land  treatment. 

East  Challow. — The  sewers  have  been  converted  from 
surface  water  drains.  A  few  water-closets  are  connected. 
Sewage  is  treated  in  open  settling  tank  and  clinker  filters, 
and  finally  on  the  land. 
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CHARLTON. — The  sewage  consists  mainly  of  slop-water  and 
surface-water,  though  a  number  of  water-closets  are 
connected  with  one  of  the  sewers.  The  sewers  discharge 
directly  into  an  open  ditch  ;  the  whole  flow  of  the  ditch 
is  diverted  into  a  covered  septic  tank,  the  effluent  of 
which  is  again  turned  into  the  ditch  in  the  course  of 
which  are  three  filters  composed  of  broken  limestone. 
This  ditch  joins  a  brook  which  is  a  tributary  of  the 
Thames,  and,  although  in  dry  weather  the  sewage  is 
absorbed  by  the  land  and  does  not  reach  the  brook,  in 
wret  weather  the  sewage,  diluted  with  storm-water,  flows 
into  the  brook  and  the  consequent  pollution  has  been  the 
subject  of  notices  from  the  Thames  Conservancy  from 
time  to  time.  In  1914  a  new  scheme  of  sewage  disposal 
was  devised,  and  the  Rural  District  Council  applied  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanction  to  raise  a 
loan  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  work.  At  the 
local  inquiry  the  scheme  was  opposed  by  the  owner  of 
the  land  proposed  to  be  utilised,  and  the  loan  was  not 
sanctioned.  In  1919  a  second  scheme  was  put  forward, 
and  a  local  inquiry  was  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
By  this  time  the  cost  of  work  of  this  nature  had  increased 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  felt  that  the  proposed  scheme 
would  have  imposed  an  intolerable  financial  burden  on 
the  parish  and  sanction  was  withheld.  Attempts  to 
devise  a  less  costly  and,  at  the  same  time,  efficient  scheme 
have  up  to  the  present  been  unsuccessful. 

Childrey. — Besides  slop-water  and  surface-water,  the  sewers 
convey  the  contents  of  a  few  wrater-closets.  The  replace¬ 
ment  of  the  old  sewage  tank  and  filter  beds  by  a  modern 
system,  consisting  of  screening  and  detritus  chambers, 
septic  tanks  and  bacterial  filters,  with  final  land  treatment, 
was  completed  during  1913,  and  the  new  system  has 
since  worked  very  satisfactorily. 

East  Hendred. — The  sewers,  some  of  which  were  originally 
surface  water  drains,  convey  the  contents  of  a  few  water- 
closets  as  well  as  slop-water  and  surface-water.  The 
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sewage  is  treated  by  means  of  a  septic  tank,  clinker 
filters  and  land  irrigation.  rIhe  final  effluent  was  formerly 
unsatisfactory  at  times,  as  the  disposal  works  were  over¬ 
taxed  in  wet  weather  ;  but,  during  1920,  a  separate  sewer 
was  constructed  to  take  the  bulk  of  the  storm-water  and 
the  overflow  from  a  lake  and  thus  relieve  the  disposal 
works. 

Harwell.  During  1925,  a  new  system  of  sewage  disposal 
was  provided  tor  the  village.  Sanction  to  raise  a  loan 
for  the  purpose  was  granted  in  the  previous  year  after  a 
local  inquiry  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  former 
system  was  primitive  and  had  for  many  years  been  the 
subject  of  complaint  by  the  Thames  Conservancy.  The 
sewers  conveyed  both  surface  water  and  sewage,  and  in 
wet  periods  the  excess  flow  escaped  by  means  of  storm 
overflows  and  polluted  tributaries  of  the  Thames.  For 
the  new  system  about  4  acres  of  land  were  purchased. 
Screening  and  detritus  chambers  and  two  covered  septic 
tanks  were  constructed,  and  about  1£  acres  of  land 
reserved  for  irrigation  by  the  tank  effluent.  All  overflows 
in  the  sewers  were  blocked  up  and  no  new  overflows 
constructed.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  village  all  sewage 
was  cut  off'  from  the  sewer  ;  the  latter  was  converted 
into  a  surface  water  drain  and  made  to  discharge  into  a 
brook.  A  new  sewer  for  sewage  only  was  provided  for 
this  part  of  the  village.  Elsewhere,  the  combined  system 
of  sewerage  was  retained,  blit  the  alteration  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  village  will  relieve  the  disposal  works  of  a 
large  volume  of  surface  water. 

The  new  system  was  completed  in  August,  1925,  and  has 
since  worked  satisfactorily. 

Letcombe  Regis.—  Part  of  the  village  is  sewered.  The 
sewers  discharge  into  Letcombe  Brook  and  were  originally 
intended  for  surface-water  only,  but  from  time  to  time 

J  7 

connections  with  private  sewage  drains  were  made  and 
pollution  of  the  brook  resulted.  The  Thames  Conservancy 
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Board  took  proceedings  in  respect  of  this  pollution 
against  the  District  Council,  who  first  endeavoured  to 
bring  about  the  disconnection  from  the  sewers  of  all 
drains  discharging  sewage.  This  was  successful  in  some 
instances,  but  certain  owners  declined  to  disconnect, 
consequently  there  seemed  to  be  no  other  means  of 
preventing  pollution  excepting  by  the  provision  of 
disposal  works  for  the  treatment  of  the  sewage,  and  the 
District  Council  in  1916  put  forward  a  scheme  for  this 
purpose.  The  Local  Government  Board,  after  an  enquiry, 
declined  to  sanction  a  loan  for  this  scheme  and  suggested 
that  further  endeavours  should  be  made  to  bring  about 
disconnection  of  the  sewage-carrying  drains.  Every  effort 
was  made  to  carry  out  this  suggestion,  and,  although 
great  difficulties  were  met  with,  the  chief  sources  of 
pollution  were  removed  by  the  end  of  1919. 

Some  pollution,  however,  remained,  and  further 
unauthorized  connections  with  the  sewers  have  since 
been  made.  The  present  position  is  unsatisfactory  and 
is  receiving  the  attention  of  the  District  Council. 

LOCKINGE,  East. — Is  connected  with  the  Ardingtou  system 
of  sewers.  No  water-closets. 

Lockinge,  West. — Ditto. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.— There  are  a  few  water- 
closets  connected  with  the  sewers  in  the  villages  of  Alding¬ 
ton,  East  Challow,  Charlton,  Childrey,  East  Iiendred  and 
Harwell,  and  some  of  the  larger  residences  have  water-closets 
discharging  into  cesspools  or  private  sewerage  systems. 
Otherwise,  closet  accommodation  consists  of  pail  privies  and 
vault  privies  of  which  the  former  constitute  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  total  number. 

SCAVENGING.— There  is  no  public  scavenging  in  the 
district,  though  systems  of  scavenging  would  greatly  improve 
the  sanitary  condition  of  some  of  the  larger  villages. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.— 
Mr.  Westbrook,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  supplied  the 
following  summary  of  work  done  during  the  year  : — 


No.  of  Different  Premises  visited  ... 


» 


» 


House-to-house  Inspections 
Inspections  and  Re-inspections 
Complaints  received 


Nuisances  discovered 


Notices  served 


Intimation 


Statutory 


Prosecutions 


Nuisances  abated  (No.  of  Premises) 


1568 

471 

2193 

12 

195 

119 

5 

169 


No.  of  Nuisances  Abated— 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.’s,  Sink  wastes,  etc.  ...  9 

,,  Drains  and  Cesspools ...  ...  ...  11 

„  Pigs  or  other  animals  ...  ...  14 

„  Cow,  Slaughter  and  Bakehouses  ...  60 


,,  Deficient,  or  impure  water 
,,  Foul  or  dilapidated  houses 
,,  Overcrowded  houses  ... 

,,  Houses  unfit  for  habitation 
„  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  etc — 
„  Other  nuisances 
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No.  of  Premises  disinfected 

„  Water  samples  taken  for  examination 

Food  and  drug  samples 
„  Seizures  of  unsound  meat,  etc. 

,,  W.C.’s  provided  ... 

„  Earth  closets  provided 

„  Wells  closed 

,,  Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 
„  New  wells  sunk  ... 

„  Houses  connected  with  water  mains 

„  Water  certificates  granted  ... 

Canal  Boats,  No.  of  Inspections  ... 


»> 


>> 


Common  Lodging  houses — No.  on  Register 
„  „  „  No.  of  Inspections 

Milkshops  No.  on  Register 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  „ 

Slaughter  houses  ,, 

Bakehouses  „  „ 

Milkshops  No.  of  Inspections 

Cowsheds  and  Dairy  Farms  „ 

Slaughter  houses  „ 

Bakehouses 


>> 


n 


Piggeries 


55 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS. 


I.  INSPECTIONS. 

Inspections  Number  of 

Premises.  made.  Written  notices.  Prosecutions. 


Factories 

8 

0 

0 

(Including  factory  laundries). 

Workshops  and  Workplaces  191 
(Including  workshop  laundries.) 

0 

0 

Totals 

199 

0 

0 

II.  DEFECTS 

FOUND. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Found 

Number  of  Defects 
Referred 
Remedied.  to  H.M. 

Inspector. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

6 

6 

0 

0 

Other  offences 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

G 

6 

0 

0 

III.  HOME  WORK.— OUTWORKERS  LISTS. 

Nil. 

IV.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 
Rakeliouses  ...  ...  •••  •  •••  80 

Other  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Total  No.  ot  Workshops  on  Register  ...  70 

V.  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector 
as  remediable  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  3 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  Nil 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS 
Apart  from  slaughter-houses,  cowsheds  and  dairies,  which  are 
dealt  with  under  the  heading  Inspection  and  Supervision  of 
Food,  there  are  practically  no  premises  or  occupations  coming 
within  this  description.  A  few  living-vans  occasionally  enter 
the  district ;  otherwise  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.,  are  rarely  used 
as  dwellings.  No  houses  let  in  lodgings,  in  the  accepted 
meaning  of  the  term,  are  known  to  exist. 

SCHOOLS. — see  pages  24  and  25. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — Arrangements  for  the  supply  and 
distribution  of  milk  appear  to  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of 
the  district.  No  formal  action  was  taken  during  the  year 
under  the  various  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders,  but  minor 
improvements  to  cowsheds  and  dairies  were  effected  as  the 
result  of  informal  notices. 

Licences  to  produce  “  Certified  ”  or  “  Grade  A  (Tuberculin 
Tested)  ”  milk  have  been  granted  with  respect  to  7  dairy 
farms  in  the  district. 

No  bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  have  been  made 
at  the  instance  of  the  Local  Authority. 

For  many  years  a  veterinary  surgeon  has  been  engaged 
to  make  quarterly  inspections  of  the  milch  cows  in  the  Vale 
portion  of  the  district  (where  the  bulk  of  the  milk  is  produced), 
chiefly  with  the  object  of  detecting  Tuberculosis. 

The  general  standard  of  the  cowsheds  in  the  district  is 
fairly  good,  though  many  are  old,  wooden  buildings.  All 
cowsheds  now  have  well  paved  and  channelled  floors;  and, 
excepting  for  delay  in  carrying  out  the  periodical  limewashing, 
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the  sheds  themselves  have  been  kept  in  a  good  condition  on 
the  whole.  In  some  cases,  however,  the  yards  and  approaches 
to  the  sheds  have  been  found  very  dirty  owing  to  accumulation 
of  manure  and  defective  drainage. 

The  dairy  farms  now  number  112,  of  which  08  are 
occupied  by  wholesale  producers  and  44  by  retail  producers. 

The  dairies  have  been  well  kept  on  the  whole. 

MEAT. — The  number  of  private  slaughter-houses  at  the 


dates  given 

was  as  follows  : — 

In  1920. 

In  January,  1925. 

In  December,  1925. 

Registered 

0 

9 

13 

Licensed 

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

— 

0 

9 

13 

“ 

1 

In  the  case  of  8  slaughter  houses,  regular  days  and  hours 
of  slaughtering  have  been  notified ;  in  the  remainder  little 
slaughtering  is  done. 


Inspections  are  made  at  the  time  of  slaughtering,  as  well 
as  at  other  times  ;  but  inspection  of  all  animals  at  the  time  of, 
or  within  a  few  hours  after,  slaughtering  is  impracticable. 

The  only  diseased  or  unsound  meat  discovered  during 
the  year  were  the  lungs  of  three  cattle  which  contained  small 
deposits  of  Tubercule.  The  organs  were  surrendered  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  buried.  No  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations  was  taken  during  the  year. 

The  5  butchers’  shops,  together  with  18  grocers’  shops 
and  general  stores  from  which  pork  is  occasionally  sold,  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory  when  inspected  ;  no  stalls  on  which 
meat  was  exposed  for  sale  were  set  up  in  the  district ;  and  no 
breaches  of  the  Regulations  with  respect  to  transport  and 
handling  of  meat  were  discovered. 
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There  is  one  knackery  in  the  district.  No  complaints  as 
to  the  methods  of  conducting  this  business  were  made  during 
the  year. 

OTHER  FOODS. — No  diseased  or  unsound  food,  other 
than  meat,  was  found  during  the  year. 

Most  of  the  30  bakehouses  are  buildings  originally  erected 
for  other  purposes  and  are  not  very  well  adapted  to  baking. 
In  6  instances  notices  to  lime  wash  were  necessary;  otherwise 
there  was  little  cause  of  complaint. 

Housing. 

(I.)  —  General  housing  conditions  in  the  district: — 

(1)  The  total  number  of  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  approximately  4,000,  of  which  about  2,720  were 
working-class  dwellings.  During  the  year,  18  houses 
were  erected  by  private  persons  and  15  of  them  were 
working-class  dwellings. 

(2)  (a)  The  present  shortage  of  houses  is  estimated  at  a 
minimum  of  150. 


(h)  The  District  Council’s  building  scheme  of  1920 
provided  for  the  erection  of  212  houses  in  the 
following  parishes — 


Aid  worth 

...  6 

Grove 

...  12 

Beedon 

...  4 

Hampstead  Norris 

...  12 

Blew  bury 

...  6 

Hanney,  East 

...  9 

Bright  wal  ton 

...  8 

Hanney,  West 

...  6 

Challow,  East 

...  12 

Harwell 

...  14 

Challow,  West 

...  8 

Hendred,  East 

...  9 

Childrey 

...  8 

Hendred,  West 

...  6 

Chilton 

...  2 

llsley,  East 

...  16 

C 

o 

c-*~ 

c 

L- 

...  20 

Letcombe  Bassett 

...  12 

Dench  worth 

...  4 

Letcombe  Regis 

...  12 

Farnborough 

...  4 

Peasemore 

...  4 

Fawley 

...  4 

Sparsholt 

...  4 

Goosey 

...  4 

Upton 

...  6 
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By  the  end  of  1925,  the  following  had  been  built — 


A  Id  worth 

...  6 

Hampstead  Norris 

...  6 

Beedon 

...  4 

Hanney,  East 

...  10 

Blewbury 

...  6 

Hanney,  West 

...  8 

Bright  wait  on 

...  4 

Harwell 

...  6 

Challow,  East 

...  6 

Hendred,  East 

...  8 

Challow,  West 

...  8 

Hendred,  West 

...  6 

Childrey 

...  8 

Ilsley,  East 

...  4 

Compton 

...  8 

Letcombe  Regis 

...  6 

Denchworth 

...  6 

Peasemore 

...  2 

Farn  borough 

...  4 

Sparsholt 

...  4 

Fawley 

...  4 

Upton 

...  6 

Grove 

...  12 

Total 

...142 

Schemes  for  an  additional  28  houses  are  now  in  hand, 
and  further  provision  is  probable. 

For  many  years  very  little  private  building  has  taken 
place.  The  subsidies  granted  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1923,  have  given  a  slight  impetus;  but  there  is 
little  likelihood  of  the  shortage  of  working-class 
dwellings  being  met  by  private  enterprise.  The 
housing  difficulties  in  one  village  have  been 
aggravated  by  the  acquisition  by  well-to-do  persons 
of  many  picturesque  cottages,  formerly  occupied  by 
labourers,  and  now  used  as  country  residences. 

(3)  No  important  changes  in  population  took  place  during 
the  year,  nor  are  any  important  changes  anticipated 
in  the  future. 

(II.) — Overcrowding : — 

(1)  The  extent  of  overcrowding  cannot  be  stated,  but  is 
known  to  be  considerable. 

(2)  The  small  size  of  the  older  cottages,  many  of  which 
contain  two  bedrooms  only  while  a  few  contain  one 
bedroom,  is  the  chief  cause  of  overcrowding.  A  few 
instances  of  occupation  of  one  house  by  two  families 
are  known. 
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(3)  Overcrowding  is  difficult  to  deal  with  at  present,  as 
it  nearly  always  impossible  for  affected  families  to 
obtain  larger  houses.  Cases  are  usually  dealt  with 
by  arranging  for  grown  up  sons  and  daughters  to 
lodge  elsewhere  ;  at  times  the  use  of  the  living-rooms 
as  bedrooms  also  is  arranged. 

(4)  Eight  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated  during  the 
year. 

(III.) — Fitness  of  houses  : — 

(1)  (a)  The  general  standard  of  the  working-class 
dwellings  is  poor,  as  a  large  proportion  are  very  old 
and  almost,  if  not  quite,  beyond  renovation.  On  the 
other  hand,  many  of  the  cottages  on  the  large 
estates  are  of  good  type. 

(b)  Dampness  and  general  dilapidation  are  the  most 
frequent  defects  of  the  houses  which  are  unfit  for 
habitation  ;  but  inadequate  lighting  and  ventilation 
are  also  commonly  met  with,  especially  in  the  old 
thatched  cottages  where  the  bedrooms  often  have 
extremely  small  windows  and  no  secondary  means  of 
ventilation. 

(c)  Many  of  the  most  serious  defects  are  inherent  in 
the  houses  themselves  and  are  due  to  faulty  design 
and  absence  of  damp-proof  courses,  but  lack  of 
proper  management  and  supervision  by  the  owners  is 
responsible  for  the  dilapidated  condition  of  many  of 
the  houses.  The  rents,  for  the  most  part,  are  very 
low  and  hardly  commensurate  with  the  present  heavy 
cost  of  upkeep. 

Misuse  by  tenants  is  not  a  frequent  cause  of  serious 
dilapidation. 

(2)  (a)  No  statutory  action  was  taken  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  but,  during  the  year,  45  houses  were 
repaired  and  improved  as  the  result  of  informal  notices. 
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(b)  Closing  orders  with  respect  to  8  houses  were 
issued. 

(3)  At  present  the  chief  difficulty  in  dealing  with  unfit 
houses  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  can  rarely  be 
rendered  fit  while  still  occupied,  and  there  is  very 
little  available  accommodation  for  dispossessed 
occupants. 

(4)  The  water  supplies  in  the  district  are  principally  from 
private  wells.  Most  of  the  houses  in  the  parishes  of 
East  and  West  Challow  and  Grove  have  piped 
supplies — mainly  standpipes — and  a  few  houses  in 
each  of  four  other  parishes  have  piped  supplies. 

The  closet  accommodation  of  the  working-class 
dwellings  in  the  district  consists  of  pail  privies  and 
vault  privies,  the  former  comprising  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  whole.  Separate  accommodation  for 
each  house  is  the  rule  to  which  there  are  very  few 
exceptions. 

In  8  parishes  the  principal  village  is  sewered  and 
many  of  the  working-class  dwellings  have  slop-water 
drains  connected  with  the  sewers,  while  a  few  are 
also  provided  with  sinks.  Elsewhere  sinks  and  drain¬ 
age  are  exceptional  in  the  case  of  the  older 
dwellings,  though  most  of  the  new  houses  have 
sinks  and  drains  which  discharge  into  cesspools. 

There  is  no  public  scavenging  in  the  district  and  as  a 
rule  solid  domestic  refuse  is  deposited  directly  on  the 
gardens. 

(IV.) — Unhealthy  areas: — 

No  part  of  the  district  has  ever  been  represented  as 
an  unhealthy  area. 

The  unhealthy  areas  are  of  very  small  extent  and  can 
be  satisfactorily  dealt  with  house  by  house. 
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(V.) — Bye-laws  relating  to  houses ,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings ,  and 
to  tents ,  vans ,  sheds,  etc. : — 

(1)  Building  bye-laws  based  upon  the  Ministry  of  Health’s 
model  of  the  rural  series  were  adopted  during  the 
year. 

No  bye-laws  relating  to  houses  let  in  lodgings  are  in 
force  and  no  houses  of  this  character  are  known  to 
exist.  Bye-laws  relating  to  tents,  vans,  sheds  and 
similar  structures  have  been  in  force  since  1904. 

(2)  No  new  bye-laws  or  revision  of  existing  bye-laws 
seem  to  be  required  at  present. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  ( h )  )  18 

(15  working-class  dwellings) 

(5)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts : 

By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

By  other  bodies  or  persons ...  ...  ...  9 

1.— Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection. — (T)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  471 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  § 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

2.  -Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  45 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of 

the  Housing  Act ,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  8 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


♦  t  • 


t  •  • 


Nil 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Males 


Females 


All  Causes 


•  •  • 


82 


55 


1  Enteric  fever 

2  Small-pox 

3  Measles 

4  Scarlet  fever 

5  Whooping  cough 

6  Diphtheria 

7  Influenza 

8  Encephalitis  lethargica 

9  Meningococcal  meningitis  ... 

10  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

11  Other  tuberculous  diseases... 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

13  Rheumatic  fever 

14  Diabetes 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

16  Heart  disease 

17  Arterio-sclerosis... 

18  Bronchitis 

19  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

20  Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

21  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

22  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

23  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  ... 

24  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

25  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

26  Puerperal  sepsis 

27  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition 

28  Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature  birth 

29  Suicide 

30  Other  deaths  from  violence 

31  Other  defined  diseases 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 


2 

1 


5 
2 

6 


5 

12 

13 

2 

1 

2 


2 

2 

1 

26 


2 

1 


8 


4 
6 

3 

5 
2 


1 

1 


1 

21 


Special  Causes  (included  above) 
Poliomyelitis 
Polioencephalitis 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year.  Total  ... 

Illegitimate 

Total  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Population 


5 

6 

1 

— 

92 

124 

87 

118 

5 

6 

11,960 

( 


• 

•  »» 


